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1.0 Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to update Members in regard to the Electro-

fishing which took place at Aycliffe Nature Park. 
 
2.0 Background  

2.1 Great Crested Newts are protected under Schedule 2 of the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981. Fish are predatory to the species and so by 
removing them from the pond it would assist in safeguarding the newt 
population. 

2.2 As part of the planning process for the development of Livin land at Travellers 
Green, an independent ecological impact survey was required. This report 
identified potential protected species and their habitats which could be 
impacted by the development. One of the protected species recognised was 
Great Crested Newt which was identified as breeding at the Town Council 
owned Nature Park, adjacent to the development. 

2.3 Independent ecological consultants worked with Town Council Officers and 
County Ecologists to identify suitable mitigation works to enhance the 
protected species habitat. 

2.4 At the Environment Committee meeting held on 31st May 2017 there was a 
report on the ‘Nature Park Great Crested Newt Mitigation Works’. The report 
detailed various works to improve Great Crested Newts’ habitats within the 
Nature Park at no cost to the Council. One of the proposed works was that the 
pond be electro-fished and the fish caught be removed to a pre-determined 
receptor site. 

2.5 During the Environment Update report at the January 2018 Environment 
Committee meeting, there was some discussion in regard to any financial 
benefits resulting from the fish caught and removed. 

2.6   Following the January Environment Committee meeting, a meeting was called 
with Livin to confirm the final receptor site and a solution to the question in 
regard to financial gain from the fish caught. 

2.7 Livin clarified that the work was part of the planning requirements and Livin 
would make no financial gain. 

 



 

2.8 The fish caught would be removed and taken to the Electro fishing contactor’s 
ponds at Spilsby, Lincolnshire. They would be quarantined at this location until 
all necessary checks were carried out and treatments completed if necessary. 

2.9 During the meeting it was acknowledged by Livin representatives that there 
could potentially be a value in the fish, however, it was highlighted that Livin 
would not benefit from this in any way. It was pointed out that it would be 
impossible to determine a value until the number and size of fish, species and 
condition could be determined following the capture exercise. 

 
2.10 Livin agreed to provide a log of all fish removed by the contractor, Mainstream 

Fisheries; this log is also part of the legal licencing agreement. If it was 
determined by Mainstream Fisheries that the fish were of any monetary value, 
consideration would be given to the costs of carrying out the health checks 
and any required fish treatments. Remaining funds would then be reimbursed 
via a payment made to the Council. 

 
3.0 Electro fishing took place on Friday 2nd February 2018.  
 
3.1 Council Officers were on site on a regular basis throughout the day. A total of 

38 Ibs of fish were removed, species included Roach, Chub and Rudd and 
were mostly fish of less than 10-15cm.  

 
3.2 A non- native species called Sunbleak or a Motherless Minnow was caught. 

There is evidence that this fish is known to carry a parasite which can, when 
ingested, kill large predatory species such as Otters. For this reason and as a 
precaution all fish caught were destroyed in accordance with legislation set 
out by the Environment Agency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Cooper  
Works and Environment Manager. 
 
 


