
Allotments Annual Meeting 2013 
 

Notes of a meeting with allotment holders held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, 
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on Thursday 13th November 2013 at 7.00 pm. 
 

 Present Councillor J D Clare (Chairman) and Councillor I Gray 
   Mr D Thompson (Works Manager) 
 

 
Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
The Chairman welcomed tenants to the meeting and explained the format of the meeting. 
 

Apologies for Absence 
Mr W Curtis, Aycliffe Village Allotment Site,  
Mrs C Clark, Finchale Road AllotmentSite. 
 

Best Allotment Winners 2013 
The Chairman presented framed certificates and memento trophies to the tenants judged to 
have the best allotments at their site: 
 

Byerley Park, Plot No. 4 Mr G Cherrie 
Clarence Chare, Plot No.12 Mrs K Stewart 
Finchale Road, Plot No. 9 Mr P G Wheadon 
St Oswald’s, Plot No. 84 Ms T Dunn 
 

Ms Dunn was also awarded the Angela Fleming Memorial Trophy for the best allotment at St 
Oswald’s Allotment Site. 
 

The allotment judged to be best overall for 2013 was Plot No. 4, Byerley Park allotment site, 
tenanted by Mr G Cherrie. 
 

The Chairman presented Mr Cherrie with the Ken Woodhall Trophy, a framed certificate and 
memento trophy. 
 

Following the presentation, Mr Thompson advised tenants that an additional trophy would be 
awarded at the Annual Meeting in 2014. 
 

The trophy had been donated by Mrs Sandra Szikora in memory of her late father, Eddie 
Hubery who was the allotment representative at Clarence Chare for many years. 
 

The trophy which will be known as the “Eddie Hubery Memorial Trophy” will be awarded to the 
tenant of the “Best New” or “Most Improved” allotment plot.   
 

Allotment Officer’s Report 
 

Mr Thompson started his report by commenting on the high standard of the allotment sites 
and that the weather conditions this year had been more favourable for allotment gardening 
than previous year when the continuous rainfall had made it difficult for tenants to manage 
their plots. 
 

Mr Thompson thanked the allotment representatives at each site for their continued support 
and assistance in helping him to manage the allotment sites. 
 

Mr Thompson presented a financial statement which detailed the cost of the allotment 
provision in 2011/12, 2012/13 and the expected outturn for 2013/14.  The statement also gave 
details of capital investment made by the Council in the allotments since 2009. 
 

Mr Thompson advised tenants that the financial statement did not include the cost of tipping 
charges that the Council had to pay, for rubbish removed from the allotment sites.  This was 
currently £3,794 and would continue to accrue until the end of the financial year when the full 
annual cost to the Council would be known. 



Mr Thompson explained that the high cost was due to tenants mixing green waste with 
general allotment rubbish and as such, the Council had to pay the premium rate for waste 
disposal.  Additionally, gates were also being left open at some allotment sites leading to fly 
tipping which added to the cost. 
 

Mr Thompson asked tenants to help reduce the disposal charges by separating their green 
waste (which would be composted on Council land at no cost) from the general allotment 
rubbish and also to make sure that the allotment gates were kept closed at all times. 
 

Mr Thompson advised tenants that if the tipping costs were not reduced then he would 
recommend to the Council that they should consider introducing a levy charge for waste 
disposal. 
 

Allotment Watch 
 

Mr Thompson gave details of the “Allotment Watch” scheme being coordinated by the Police. 
 

Mr Thompson said that tenants may be interested in their site joining the Scheme, particularly 
following a recent spate of break-ins at some allotments.  However, Mr Thompson felt the 
Scheme would only be successful if all tenants at a particular site were prepared to keep the 
site secure by locking the gates in the first instance. 
 

Allotment Rents 
 

Mr Thompson reported that allotment rents for 2014/2015 would be frozen. 
 

Standardisation of Allotment Charges 
 

Mr Thompson gave details of the standardisation of allotment charges which had now been 
agreed by the Council, following consultation with tenants at the 2012 Allotment Meeting. 
 

Mr Thompson explained that the new charging system was now based on the size of the 
allotment plot and would be banded A to E, depending upon the square metreage of the plot.  
This would mean that rents will now be set at a fairer rate.   
 

Mr Thompson also explained that there would be a 5% tolerance applied to any allotment plot 
that was close to the band limits so that any plot which was within the 5% limit would be 
placed in the lower band.  Protection from any significant changes in rent had also been put in 
place for tenants. 
 

Mr Thompson said he intended to measure all the allotment plots again and would write to 
each tenant to give details about the size of their plot and which Band their allotment would be 
placed into.  This would be completed in sufficient time to allow for any disputes regarding the 
size and banding of an allotment to be resolved prior to the introduction of the charge in 2015. 
 

Allotment Tenants’ Requests 
 

The Chairman asked for any specific requests from allotment sites, following forming into 
individual site groups within the meeting. 
 

Byerley Park 
 

1. Tenants requested a site meeting regarding the trees that border the allotment. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to meet Mr Hare, the allotment representative at 10 am on Friday 
15th November to discuss the issues tenants have with the trees. 

 

2. Tenants expressed concern about the damage caused to the car parking area by the 
Council’s tractor when removing rubbish from the tipping bay and asked if road 
planings or rubble could be put down to form a firmer surface and better car parking 
area. 

 



 
Mr Thompson explained that the tight turning area in the allotment car park, coupled 
with the size of the tractor and bucket made it difficult for the tractor driver to remove 
the rubbish without causing some surface damage.  Mr Thompson agreed to discuss 
tenants’ concerns with the tractor driver to see how this could be avoided. 

 

In regard to the request for road planings, Mr Thompson said there was a limited 
budget for the maintenance of allotment sites, however this had to be prioritised and if 
any funding from that budget was still available near the end of the financial year, he 
would consider the tenants’ request. 

 

Clarence Chare 
 

Tenants had no issues to raise. 
 

Aycliffe Village 
 

Tenants had no issues to raise. 
 

St Oswalds 
 

1. Following concerns over the cost of tipping charges, tenants requested signs that 
would advise allotment holders where types of rubbish (that had been separated) 
should be stockpiled for disposal. 

 

Mr Thompson informed tenants that this had been requested by tenants from other 
sites during the previous year, and would be implemented when funding was available. 

 

2. Mr Thompson was asked by Mr Bland, the allotment representative to explain to 
tenants, the procedure for sending maintenance letters and terminating tenancies. 

 

Mr Thompson gave details of the procedures and explained that they were governed by 
allotment law.  However, other circumstances such as a tenants’ health or personal 
problems would also be taken into consideration when determining if a termination 
notice should be issued. 

 

3. Mr Bland also reported that rubbish was being dumped on a piece of waste land next to 
the entrance to the new allotment extension.  Mr Bland asked if the rubbish could be 
removed and the area levelled. 

 

Mr Thompson advised that the rubbish had been removed from this area previously 
and two signs requesting tenants not to tip rubbish in this area had been posted. 
However, it would appear that tenants are still ignoring these signs and continue to tip 
rubbish in this area. Mr Thompson agreed to remove the rubbish and level the ground.   

 

Finchale Road Allotments 
 

There were no tenants in attendance from Finchale Road Allotment Site. 
 

Chairman’s Closing Remarks 
 

The Chairman thanked all tenants for attending and closed the meeting.  


