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1.0 Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to bring Members up to date on the Fun in the 

Parks events.  
 
2.0 Background 
 
2.1 The Fun in the Parks tours visit various parks around Newton Aycliffe 

delivering a programme of events aimed at families with children aged 3-
8yrs. This year the event budget was increased to enable officers to 
introduce some new activities at the parks. 

 
2.2 The weather this year has been favourable for the events, this has 

increased the numbers attending and to date none of the parks have 
suffered to badly due to the weather conditions.  

 
3.0 Progress to Date 
 
3.1  The Town Centre Park was marketed as the festival “Fun in the Parks”. 

This event was extremely well attended with estimated number in the 
region of 3000 throughout the course of the day. All the attractions were 
well received with queues at all the exhibits.  There were no major incidents 
report, however at the end of the event 2 people started to fight about 
getting onto a ride. Both parties had been drinking alcohol. Security staff 
calmed the incident down before it was able to get out of hand.  

 
 OakLeaf Sports Complex, the attendance for the event were much lower 

than expected, this was due to the  weather forecast and predicted thunder 
storms, which never occurred until later in the afternoon. Attendance was in 
the region of 500-600. The site was an animal themed parks with Farm 
Yard Flyers bringing in a range of animals and a visit from Micky and 
Minnie Mouse.  

 
 Woodham Park, The theme for this park was a teddy bears picnic. Many 

families took advantage of the good weather and brought along picnic 
blankets to spend most of the day in the park. Children were greeted by 
Oakey Bear the OakLeaf Sports Complex mascot, children were 
encouraged to bring their teddy bears along with competitions for the young 
people to enter. Attendance for the park was in the region of 1300.  

 



St Oswalds Park, themed as the Paw Patrol Park. Very well attended with 
number in the region of 1250. The children enjoyed a visit from members of 
the Paw Patrol and even through the weather forecast was not particularly 
good everyone had a fantastic day.  
 
Moore Lane, circus theme. This year saw the introduction of a bubbleologist 
and the bungee trampolines as well as Dot and Zooky. The park was busy 
from start to end with attendance in the region of 2250.  
 
Horndale Park, the size of the park limits the attraction at the park, however 
this year the Minions visited much to the delight of a lot of children. Kite 
flyers were also on site on the lower part of the field, this attracted a 
number of people who maybe would not have realised the event was on. 
Unfortunately this park event was marred with incidents including missing 
parents, a child of 3 years going missing, the mascots being attacked and 
punched as well as youths misbehaving and spoiling the event for other 
families. The event attracted in the region of 800 people.  
 
A verbal update will be given to members on the remaining two parks, 
Aycliffe Village and Simpasture.  

  
4.0 Recommendation 
 
4.1 It is recommended that Members receive the report for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Judith Thexton 
 Leisure Manager 


