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1.0 Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to bring Members up to date on the Fun in the 

Parks events.  
 
2.0 Background 
 
2.1 The Fun in the Parks tours visit various parks around Newton Aycliffe 

delivering a programme of events aimed at families with children aged 3-8yrs. 
This year an adventure park was included in the schedule which was aimed 
at young people aged 7-13yrs.  

 
2.2 The weather this year has been hit and miss. To date the adventure park was 

cancelled altogether and the Horndale event was moved into the Sports Hall 
of the OakLeaf Sports Complex.   

 
3.0 Progress to Date 
 
3.1  Town Centre was the launch park. This event was extremely well attended 

with estimated numbers in the region of 3000 plus throughout the course of 
the day. All the attractions were well received with queues at all the exhibits.  
There were no major incidents reported. The play bus, which was new, 
proved to be a success.  

 
 OakLeaf Sports Complex, the attendance for the event exceeded all 

expectations. The site was an animal themed park with Farm Yard Flyers 
bringing in a range of petting animals and Donkey rides being offered for the 
first time. The Donkey rides were well received, when the Donkeys were on 
a break the owners were giving educational talks about the animals.  The 
estimated attendees for the event was in excess of 2500-3000. All car parks 
were full and clients parked around the back of the sports complex.  

 
 Woodham Park, Unfortunately the event was cancelled due to a weather 

warning being issued. Some of the equipment which was lost has been 
brought into the other parks at no extra cost to the Council. 

 
 St Oswald’s Park, the theme for this park was a teddy bears’ picnic. Many 

families took advantage of the good weather and brought along picnic 
blankets to spend most of the day in the park. Children were greeted by 
Oakey Bear the OakLeaf Sports Complex mascot, children were encouraged 
to bring their teddy bears along to the Teddy Bear Surgery for a health check-
up before picking up a prescription from the pharmacy. A teddy bear hunt 
was also introduced, which everyone loved joining in with. It was estimated 
in the region of 2000 people attended the event.  



 
 

 
Moore Lane, Circus Theme. Always well received, with established acts and 
equipment, including a bubbleologist, the bungee trampolines, an 
unclimbable ladder, clown around inflatable as well as Dot and Zooky. The 
park was busy from start to end with attendance in the region of 2500. The 
old all-weather court was opened up to try and assist with car parking 
congestion.  
 
Horndale Park, it had been planned to move the event to the lower field to 
remove the hazard of the small site and close proximity to a busy road, 
however a weather warning was in place and ground conditions were very 
soft. Officers took the decision to move the event into the Sports Hall of the 
OakLeaf Sports Complex. Paw Patrol visited and contractors did the best 
they could with the limits placed upon them. Approximate attendees were 
500-600 

 
A verbal update will be given to members on the remaining two parks, Aycliffe 
Village and Simpasture.  
 
Apart from the weather the main issue faced this year was car parking. With 
the events becoming more popular and people wanting to attend all parks as 
they all offer something different, residents of the surrounding areas reported 
issues with car parking. Attempts were made to ease this at the OakLeaf 
Sports Complex and Moore Lane.  

  
 

4.0 Recommendation 
 
4.1 It is recommended that Members receive the report for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Judith Thexton 
 Leisure Manager 


