
Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on 12th JULY 2017 
at 7.15 pm. 
 

 PRESENT: Councillor I Gray (Chairman) and  
Councillors E Adam, M Ashcroft, J Atkinson, Kathryn Beetham, P 
J Bergg, B Blenkinsopp, Mrs D Bowman, A M Chandran, Mrs B A 
Clare, J D Clare, J Clark, Mrs M Dalton, R S Fleming, G C Gray,  
Mrs S Haigh, B Hall, D Hardaker, K Henderson, J P Hillary,  
Mrs W P Hillary, Mrs K Hopper, M Iveson, Mrs S J Iveson,  
Mrs V M Raw, and P Symons 
 

 IN ATTENDANCE Councillor Mrs S Symons 
 
 OFFICIALS Mr A Bailey (Town Clerk) 
 Mr S Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 

 Mr L Williams (Grounds Maintenance Service Coordinator) 
  Mrs M J Robinson (Leisure & Environment Assistant) 
  Mrs J Thexton (Leisure Manager) 

  
  
20. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors D G Atkinson 
and K Robson. 

 
21. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS  
 

No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 
22. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
23. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
There were no questions from members of the public. 

 
24. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R S Fleming, seconded by Councillor M Iveson 

and 
 

   RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meetings of the 
Environment Committee held on the 17th May 2017 and 31st 
May 2017 be confirmed as correct records and signed by 
the Chairman. 

 
25. PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor P Symons, seconded by Councillor D Hardaker 

and 
 
  RESOLVED –it be recommended that the report be received. 
 



 
26. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 
 The Grounds Maintenance Services Coordinator submitted a report for the 

period ending 2nd July 2017.  The report advised of routine maintenance which 
had been undertaken.  

 
  RESOLVED –it be recommended that the report be received. 
 
27. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
 
 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report which gave 

information about the Town Pride Event week, public events and school 
activities which had taken place, a presentation which had been given to a 
women’s’ group based at School Aycliffe on the work of the Works Department 
and advised that all bedding plants have now been planted.  

 
  RESOLVED –it be recommended that the report be received. 
  
28. CEMETERIES REPORT 
 
 The Grounds Maintenance Services Coordinator submitted a report to update 

Members with burials and grants of grave space. 
 
  RESOLVED –it be recommended that the report be received. 
 
29. TREE COMPLAINT 
 
 The Town Clerk submitted a letter of complaint from a resident in School 

Aycliffe.  The resident complained about the amount of seeds and tree related 
debris which, if not removed, resulted in blocked guttering at his home.  

 
 The Town Clerk advised members of the Council’s Tree Policy and its 

application to this particular complaint. 
 
  RESOLVED –it be recommended that:  
 
 (i) The letter be received. 
 
 (ii) The Council confirm that it is unable to assist with the issues raised 

in the resident’s letter. 
 

 (iii) Officers advise the residents of any local organisations who may be 
able to help with the problem. 

 
30. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 
 The Corporate and Policy Officer submitted a report which advised the results 

of the referendum which had been called for the Great Aycliffe Neighbourhood 
Plan.  The report also advised Members of the implications for future planning 
policy for Aycliffe in County Durham.  

 
  RESOLVED –it be recommended that:  
 
 



 
 (i) The report be received. 
 

 (ii) That a letter be sent to all who had worked on the plan over the last 
3 years to thank them for their assistance. 

 
31. AYCLIFFE VILLAGE GREEN AREAS – SIGNAGE REQUEST 
 
 The Town Clerk and Works & Environment Manager submitted a report to 

update members about a request from Durham County Council Highways 
Department regarding large vehicles accessing The Wynd in Aycliffe Village.  

 
  RESOLVED – it be recommended that:  
 
 i The report be received. 
 

 ii That Officers liaise with Durham County Council Highways 
Department regarding the location and design of the signs. 

 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 


