
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE held in 
the Council Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on 
WEDNESDAY, 10th JULY 2013 at 7.15pm. 
 
PRESENT Councillor R.S. Fleming (Chairman) and 
 Councillors D.G. Atkinson, J. Atkinson, B. Blenkinsopp, R. 

Bowman, A.M. Chandran, Mrs. B.A. Clare, J.D. Clare, J. 
Clark, N. Collinson, Mrs. M. Dalton, I. Gray, G.C. Gray, Mrs. 
S. Haigh, B. Hall, K. Henderson, Mrs. I. Hewitson, J.P. 
Hillary, Mrs. W.P. Hillary, W. Iveson, Mrs. V.M. Raw, D. 
Summers and C. Wheeler. 

    
OFFICERS  Mr. A. Bailey (Town Clerk) 
   Mr. D. Austin (Finance Manager) 
   Mrs. M. Robinson (Leisure and Environment Assistant) 

  Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin. Officer) 
 
 

15.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors E. Adam, M.A. 
Dalton, M. Iveson, Mrs. S.J. Iveson and Mrs. A. Palmer. 
 

16. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 

 
17. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
There were no declarations of interest submitted. 

 
18. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions from the public. 

 
19. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J.D. Clare, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. 
Dalton and 
 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meetings of the Policy and 
Resources Committee held on the 15th May and the 5th June 2013 be 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
20. SERVICE REVIEW WORKING GROUP 
 

Notes and recommendations from the meeting of the Service Review Working 
Group held on the 19th June 2013 were considered in connection with the 
Review of the Golf Course. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J.D. Clare, seconded by Councillor B. Hall and 
 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
 



(i) That a further meeting of the Service Review Working Group be convened 
at the end of October which would allow the end of the Golf Season figures 
to be further produced and examined in more detail. 

 
(ii) That investigations take place in respect of the possible options regarding 

the management and operation of the Golf Complex. 
 
(iii) That the information concerning the Golf Professional’s Contract and 

associated dates be noted. 
 
(iv) That an item be placed on the agenda of a Golf Working Group for a full 

discussion on Fixtures and Course Courtesy to take place with 
representatives of the Oakleaf Golf Club. 

 
(v) That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Recreation Committee be 

invited to attend the next meeting of the Golf Working Group. 
 
(vi) That the information on potential savings and ongoing liabilities be 

received and considered further at the next meeting of the Service Review 
Working Group in October. 

 
(vii) That the information in respect of changes to golf charges be considered at 

the Charges Working Group. 
 
(ix)  That the Service Review Working Group had noted the special offer 

arrangements which had been set in place. 
 

21. ACCOUNTS CONTROL SHEETS 
 

Accounts control sheets for the period 31st May to the 28th June 2013 and the 
General Bank Account for May 2013 were submitted. 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the accounts control 

sheets for the period 31st May to the 28th June 2013 and the General 
Bank Account for May 2013 be received.   

 
22. GRANTS / DONATIONS 

 
The Town Clerk had submitted a report which gave the current donation budget 
for this financial year as £4,598. 
 
The following requests had been received: 
 
(a) ‘Newton Aycliffe Library – Children’s Activities’.   (Information attached) 
 
(b) ‘St. Clare’s Parish Church’.  (Information attached) 
 
(c) The Chairman had received information from St. Clare’s Food Bank 

which had been too late for discussion tonight, however, the letter was 
circulated for information prior to the application being placed on the next 
Policy agenda. 

  
 Aycliffe Youth Council 
 
The Youth Council donation budget was currently £1,700. 
 
There had been no further applications considered by the Youth Council. 
 



 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
 

(i) That the report be received. 
 
 (ii) ‘Newton Aycliffe Library – Children’s Activities’ 
   
  That an amount of £200 be donated to the Newton Aycliffe Library 

– Children’s Activities. 
 
  (iii) ‘St. Clare’s Parish Church’ 
 
  That no donation be made to St. Clare’s Church. 
 
 (iv) St. Clare’s Food Bank 
 
  That the co-ordinators of the Food Bank be invited to attend the 

next Policy and Resources Committee in support of their 
application for a donation to the Food Bank.  

    
23. MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2013/14 TO 2017/18 
 

(a) Mr. D. Austin, Finance Manager gave a presentation on the Medium 
Term Financial Plan to members explaining the document in detail prior 
to consideration of the document for approval. 

 
 Members were given the opportunity to ask questions on the Medium 

Term Financial Plan. 
 
(b)  The Finance Manager submitted his report together with the Medium 

Term Financial Plan for the period 2013/14 – 2017/18 for members 
consideration and approval. 

 
 RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
 
 (i) That the report be received. 
 
 (ii) That the Medium Term Financial Plan for 2013/14 – 2017/18 be 

approved. 
 
 (iii) That liaison is maintained with Durham County Council with a view 

to receiving confirmation of the 2014/15 LCTSS funding and 
Council Tax Base as soon as possible in advance of the 2014/15 
budget setting process. 

 
 (iv) That work continues to identify possible efficiency savings and 

budget reductions prior to the commencement of the 2014/15 
budget setting process in September 2013. 

 
 (v) That the appreciation of the members be recorded on the 

excellent clarity of the presentation given by the Finance Manager 
in explaining the Medium Term Financial Plan. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 24. REPLACEMENT COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 
 
 The Finance Manager had submitted a report for members to consider the 

replacement of ten computer workstations, two laptops, a firewall and the 
Oakleaf server which is located in the Council Offices, the Oakleaf Sports 
Complex and the Golf Shop. 

 
 The Council has a rolling capital programme budget to facilitate the on-going 

replacement and upgrade of computer hardware as and when necessary. 
 

   RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 
(i) That the report be received. 
 
(ii) That the Council’s IT Systems and rationale for replacement be agreed. 
 
(iii) That the quotation from Coniston for replacement of equipment be 

accepted at a sum of £15,358. 
 
(iv) That the quotation from T.S.G. for the installation of eqjuipment be 

accepted at a sum of £6,075. 
 

25. ASSET MANAGEMENT MEMBER WORKING GROUP 
 

Notes and recommendations from the meeting of the Asset Management 
Member Working Group held on the 3rd July 2013 were considered. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor B. Hall, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Dalton 
and 
 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 

 
 (i) That an item re the provision of a bus shelter on Durham Road, 

Aycliffe Village be placed on the next Environment Committee 
agenda. 

 
 (ii) That the resurfacing work to the Lorry Park be considered. 
 
 (iii) That information for the use of electronic equipment by members be 

looked into. 
 
 (iv) That the provision of a MUGA be revisited. 
 
 (v) That future budget consideration be given to the ongoing capital 

play equipment replacement programme. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


