
 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 15th 
DECEMBER 2010 at 7.15 p.m. 

 
PRESENT Councillor Mrs. D. Bowman (Chairman) and 

Councillors S. Bambridge, W.M. Blenkinsopp, Mrs. D. 
Bowman, T.R. Bowman, Mrs. B.A. Clare, J.D. Clare, V. 
Crosby, W. Curtis, Mrs. M. Dalton, P. Ducker, R.S. 
Fleming, P. Gittins, G.C. Gray, G.R. Gray, I. Gray, B. 
Haigh, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. Hall, Mrs. I. Hewitson, Mrs. K. 
Hopper, M. Iveson, Mrs. S.J. Iveson, W. Iveson, Mrs. A. 
Palmer, Mrs. E.M. Paylor, Mrs. V.M. Raw and A. 
Warburton. 
 

 OFFICIALS  Mr. A. Bailey (Town Clerk) 
    Mrs. C. Walton (Corporate and Policy Officer) 
    Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin. Officer) 
 
87. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read. 
 
88. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

  Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs. J. Gray, K. 
Henderson and T. Hogan. 

 
89. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest submitted. 
 
90.   MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. 

Dalton and 
 
  RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Meeting of the Council held 

on the 3rd November 2010 be confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.   

 
 91. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Mayor had submitted a list of appointments she had attended for the period 
28th October 2010 to the 15th December 2010. 
 
 The Mayor made special mention to the Jayenell Gymnastics event, The MAD 
Production of “Mountains High”, a number of events at Horndale Infant School.  
She also spoke on the Christmas Carol Services and especially the Community 
Carol Service at the Xcel Centre.    
 
The Mayor thanked her Deputy for attending the Carol singing by St. Mary’s 
School in the Thames Centre  on her behaf. 
 

   RESOLVED – that the information be received. 
 
 



 
 
 
92. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

 There were no questions submitted by members of the public. 
 
93. COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
 (a) Environment Committee 
 

  It was proposed by Councillor V. Crosby, seconded by Councillor Mrs. 
M. Dalton and 

 
    RESOLVED – as follows: 

 
  (i) That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee 

held on the 8th December 2010 be received, and 
 
  (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted.  
 
 (b) Recreation Committee 

 
  It was proposed by Councillor B. Hall, seconded by Councillor V. Crosby 

and 
 
    RESOLVED – as follows: 

 
  (i) That the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee 

held on the 8th December 2010 be received, and 
 
  (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted. 
 
 (c) Policy and Resources Committee 
 
  It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor J.d. 

Clare and 
 
    RESOLVED – as follows: 
 
  (i) That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on 

the 8th December 2010 be received, and 
 
  (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted. 

 
94. DRAFT SERVICE DELEGATION SCHEME 
 
 The Town Clerk had submitted a draft Delegation Scheme between the County 

Council and Parish and Town Councils for consideration. 
   
  RESOLVED – that the information is received and Councillor R.S. 

Fleming will give a further update following a meeting at County Hall with 
the Larger Council’s Forum. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
95. INTERCITY EXPRESS PROGRAMME – HITACHI INVESTMENT 
 

 A copy of a letter from the M.P. to Councillor R.S. Fleming had been circulated 
to members giving an update on the Intercity Express Programme. 
 

RESOLVED – as follows:- 

 
(i) That the information in the letter be noted. 

 
(ii) That an appropriate letter of support for the Intercity Express 

Programme being built in Newton Aycliffe be forwarded to the Rt. 
Hon. Philip Hammond, M.P., Secretary of State for Transport. 

 
96. PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE 
 

Information had been submitted in connection with possible training session or 
assistance being provided by the Sub-Committee of the Standards Committee. 
 
  RESOLVED – as follows: 

 
(i) That the information be received. 

 
(ii) That the Town Clerk arrange any appropriate training sessions 

with the Sub-Committee of the Standards Board. 
 
(iii) That the Town Clerk seek to obtain information on how the Parish 

and Town Council Sub-Committee had been formed. 
 
97. THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
 
 Notification had been received from the Electoral Commission of a new Great 

Aycliffe Indpendent party and informing the Council of the officers appointed to 
that party. 

 
    RESOLVED – that the information be noted. 
 
98. ANNUAL AUDIT LETTER 
 

 The Annual Audit Letter from the Audit Commission had been circulated for 
members to formally receive. 

 
    RESOLVED – that the Annual Audit Letter from the Audit 

Commission be formally received. 
 
99. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

 A letter had been submitted from Councillor T. Hogan seeking authorisation for a 
period of 3 months absence from attendance at Council Meetings due to ill health. 

 
    RESOLVED – that the information be noted and accepted. 

 
 
 



 
 
100. CONSULTATIONS 
 
 The Town Clerk and Corporate and Policy Officer submitted a report in respect of 

the undermentioned Consultation documents which had been received from 
Durham County Council for the Council’s consideration and comments: 

 
(a) Darlington Borough Council – Darlington Local Development Framework, 

Submission Core Strategy Development Plan Document. 
 
 (b) Darlington Borough Council – Darlington Local Development Framework, 

Accommodating Growth Issues and Option. 
 
 (c) Durham County Council – The County Durham Plan, Consultation Report, 

North West Durham Green Belt. 
 
 (d) Durham County Council – The County Durham Plan, Consultation Report, 

Durham City Green Belt Assessment Phase 2. 
 
 (e) Durham County Council – the County Durham Plan, Consultation Report, 

County Durham Settlement Study. 
 
 (f) Durham County Council – the County Durham Plan, Technical Consultation 

Report, New Minerals and Waste Sites in County Durham. 
 
 (g) Durham County Council – The County Durham Plan, Technical Consultation 

Report, Energy Minerals in County durham. 
 
 (h) Durham County Council – The County Durham Plan, Technical Consultation 

Report, Towards a Minerals Delievery Strategy for County Durham. 
 
 (i) Durham County Council – The County Durham Plan, Technical Consultation 

Report, Safeguarding Mineral Resources for the Future. 
 
    RESOLVED – as follows:- 

 
(i) That the contents of the reports be noted and received. 

  
(ii) That the draft responses to the consultations given by the officers be 

accepted. 
 

(iii) Any further comments be forwarded to the Corporate and Policy 
Officer prior to Wednesday, 12th January 2011. 

 
101. OUTSIDE BODIES  

  
 Verbal reports were given by representatives on the undermentioned Outside 

Bodies:- 
 
  (a) Youth Council 

 This meeting had been cancelled due to inclement weather conditions. 
 
  (b) County Durham Association of Local Councils 

 There had been no meetings. 
 
 



 
 

(c) Citizens Advice Bureau 
 The next meeting was scheduled for Friday. 

 
  (d) Great Aycliffe & Middridge Partnership (GAMP) 

 This meeting had been cancelled due to inclement weather conditions. 
   
  (e) Woodham Village Community Association 
   No report. 
 
  (f) Great Aycliffe and Middridge A.A.P. Local Council’s Committee 

 No meetings. 
 

  (g) Durham Countryside Volunteers 
 Councillors I. Gray and V. Crosby gave an update on a petition with 

regard to Byerley Park being let to GATC by DCC at a peppercorn rent.  
Further information was awaited. 

 
  (h) Larger Local Councils’ Forum 

 Councillor R.S. Fleming updated the meeting on the main three items 
which had been discussed i.e. Double Taxation Issue, 106 Agreement 
and delegation of various duties to Town and Parish Councils. 
 

  (i) Lifelong Learning Committee 
 No meeting. 
 

  (j) Normandy Veterans’ Association 
 This Meeting had been cancelled due to inclement weather conditions. 

 
(k) Woodham Community Technology College Forum Meeting 

No meeting.   Officers to investigate the frequency and membership of 
this Meeting. 

 
(l) Newton Aycliffe Youth Centre 

 This meeting had been cancelled due to inclement weather conditions. 
 
 (m) Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society 
   Councillor I. Gray reported on the activities of this Society. 
 
     RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 

(i) That the reports from Outside Body representatives be received. 
   
(ii) That officers investigate the frequency and membership of the 

Woodham Community Technology College Forum Meetings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


