
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE held in 
the Council Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on 
WEDNESDAY,  22nd OCTOBER 2014 at 7.15 p.m. 
 
PRESENT Councillor R.S. Fleming (Chairman) and 
 Councillors E.M. Adam, J. Atkinson, W.M. Blenkinsopp, T. 

Bowman, A.M. Chandran, Mrs. B.A. Clare, J.D. Clare, J. 
Clark, N. Collinson, Mrs. M. Dalton, M.A. Dalton, G.C. Gray, 
I. Gray, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. Hall,  K. Henderson, J. Hillary, 
Mrs. W. Hillary, M. Iveson, Mrs. S.J. Iveson, W. Iveson, 
Mrs. V.M. Raw and D. Summers. 

    
OFFICERS  Mr. A. Bailey (Town Clerk) 
   Mr. D. Austin (Finance Manager) 

  Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin. Officer) 
 
 

50.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors D.G. Atkinson, 
Mrs. I. Hewitson, Mrs. A. Palmer and C. Wheeler. 
 

51. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 

 
52. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
No new declarations of interest had been submitted. 
 

53. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions from the public. 

 
54. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J.D. Clare, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. 
Dalton and 
 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Policy and 
Resources Committee held on the 10th September 2014 be confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
55. AUDIT SUB-COMMITTEE 

  
 It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Chandran, seconded by Councillor B. Hall 

and 
 

   RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Audit Sub-
Committee held on the 15th October 2014 be confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
  
 
 
 



 
 
56. ACCOUNTS CONTROL SHEETS 
 

Accounts control sheets for the period 5th September 2014 to the 3rd October 
2014 and the General Bank Accounts for August and September 2014 were 
submitted. 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the accounts control 

sheets for the period 5th September 2014 to the 3rd October 2014 and the 
General Bank Accounts for August and September 2014 be received.   

 
57. GRANTS / DONATIONS 

 
Councillors M. Iveson and M.A. Dalton left the meeting for the discussion 
on item (a) as they are members of the Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe. 
 
The Town Clerk had submitted a report which gave the current donation budget 
for this financial year as £5,105. 
 
The following requests had been received: 
 
(a) Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe 
 
(b) Golf Club Presentation Evening 
 
The following letters of thanks had been received in respect of previous 
donations:- 
 
(a) Neville Community Centre – Vouchers for Raffle Prizes - £20 
(b) Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe - £100 
(c) Newton Aycliffe Football Club - £125 
(d) Kate Avery - £200 
 
Aycliffe Youth Council 
 
The current Youth Council grant for 2014/15 was £1,452. 
 

There had been no applications received for grants to date. 
 
 

  RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 

(i) That the report be received. 
 

 (ii) Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe 
   

  That 2 meal vouchers at the Oakleaf Sports Complex to the value 
of £10 each be donated as raffle prizes to their Charity Poppy Day 
Appeal event. 

 
Councillors M. Iveson and M.A. Dalton returned to the meeting. 
 
 (iii) Golf Club Presentation 
 
  That 2 meal vouchers at the Oakleaf Sports Complex to the value 

of £10 each be donated as raffle prizes at the Presentation 
Evening. 

 
 



 
 
 
 (iv) Letters of Thanks 
 
  That the letters of thanks be received. 
 
 (v) Aycliffe Youth Council 
 
  That the information in respect of the Youth Council be noted. 
 

 58. PRE-SCHOOL LEARNING CENTRES 
 
 The Early Years Officer submitted a report to provide the Committee with 

information regarding the Pre-School Learning Centres. 
 
 The report set out attendance figures, projected attendance figures and 

information in respect of the Children and Families Act 2014.  
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 
 (a) That the report be received. 
 
 (b) That officers look at the possibility of advertising vacant pre-school 

places on the local radio stations. 
 

  59. EARLY YEARS SERVICE PLAN – 2014/2015 
 
 The Early Years’ Officer submitted a report and draft Early Years’ Service Plan 

for the period September 2014 to August 2015 for members consideration. 
 

  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the Early Years’ 
Service Plan for September 2014 to August 2014 be accepted. 

 
 

  60. 2014/15 REVENUE AND CAPITAL BUDGETARY CONTROL REPORT 
 

 The Finance Manager submitted a report to provide members with details of the 
financial position on the Council’s approved Revenue and Capital Programme 
Budget for the six months to the 30th September 2014 as well as an assessment 
of the expected year end outturn position. 
 

   RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
   

 (i) That the half year financial position on the Council’s Revenue 
Budgets and projection of expected outturn for 2014/15 be 
received. 

 
  (ii) That a further Revenue and Capital Budget Position report would 

be submitted to the January Policy and Resources Committee 
detailing the financial position at the 31st December 2014 and an 
updated projection of expected outturn.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  61. 2015/16 DRAFT POLICY AND RESOURCES BUDGETS 
 

The Finance Manager had submitted a report seeking comments and feedback 
from members on the draft Revenue and Capital Budgets for 2015/16 in respect 
of the Policy and Resources Committee. 

 
Members considered each section of the Budgets for the Policy and Resources 
Committee and: 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report and draft 

Revenue and Capital Budget figures for the Policy and Resources 
Budgets for 2015/16 be received. 

 
  62. 2015/16 OVERALL DRAFT REVENUE AND CAPITAL BUDGET 

 
 The Finance Manager submitted a report setting out a summary of the Council’s 

overall draft 2015/16 Revenue and Capital Budgets and the likely level of 
Precept and Council Tax next year. 

 
 Members had previously approved the Budget Framework and Timetable for the 

setting of the Council’s 2015/16 Revenue and Capital Budgets at the meeting of 
the Policy and Resources Committee held on the 10th September. 
 

   RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
 

 (i) That the report be received. 
 
 (ii) That the overall summary of the 2015/16 Revenue and Capital 

Budget, the likely level of Precept and Council tax and the 
movement on the Council’s Balances and Reserves be agreed. 

 
 (iii) That comments, feedback and any proposed amendments to the 

2015/16 draft Revenue and Capital Budgets be forwarded to the 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Committee as soon as 
possible. 

 
 (iv) That a draft Precept of £1,350,300 be accepted resulting in an 

indicative Council Tax increase of 2.2% in 2015/16. 
 
 (iii) That the Officer be thanked for the clear and helpful production of 

the report. 
 

63. BRITISH TELECOM PAYPHONE – AYCLIFFE VILLAGE 
 
 Information had been submitted via. Durham County Council in respect of a 

review by British Telecom in respect of the removal of the payphone in North 
Terrace, Aycliffe Village. 

 
 Members were being asked if they wished to consider taking ownership of the 

facility by adopting the kiosk for £1 thereby protecting the heritage of the 
community. 

 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that no action be taken to 

adopt the kiosk and that it be accepted that the payphone would be 
removed by British Telecom. 

 
 



 
 

64. COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 

 The Town Clerk submitted a report to update members on the progress of the 
petition to Durham County Council in regard to an alteration to the Great Aycliffe 
boundary which would encompass the area at Eldon Whins. 

 
 In view of a pending planning application for Eldon Whins the Council were 

being asked to consider whether additional arrangements should be put in place 
to obtain the requisite number of 2,088 signatures to enable a Boundary Review 
to take place. 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 

(i) That the report be received. 
 

(ii) That the Town Clerk be authorised to proceed with the gathering 
of names for the petition.  

 
(iii) That costs involved with the gathering of the petition names would 

be borne by the Council. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


