
Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 
28th NOVEMBER 2012 at 7.15 p.m. 
   

PRESENT Councillor V Crosby (Chairman) and 
Councillors W.M. Blenkinsopp, Mrs. D. Bowman, W. 
Curtis, Mrs. M. Dalton, R.S. Fleming, P. Gittins, G.C. 
Gray, I. Gray, Mrs. J. Gray, B. Haigh, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. 
Hall, K. Henderson, Mrs. W.P. Hillary, Mrs. K. Hopper, 
M. Iveson, Mrs. S.J. Iveson, W. Iveson, Mrs. A. Palmer 
and Mrs. V.M. Raw 
 

 IN ATTENDANCE Councillor G.R. Gray 
 

OFFICIALS Mr. A. Bailey (Town Clerk) 
 Mr. S. Cooper (Environment Officer) 
 Mrs J. Thexton (Leisure Manager) 

  Mr. D. Thompson (Works Manager) 
  Mr. N. Whinham (Golf Professional) 
  Miss A. Donald (Town Clerk’s Secretary) 
   
38. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T.R. Bowman, Mrs. 

B.A. Clare, J.D. Clare, Mrs. E.M. Paylor and A. Warburton. 
 
39. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Declarations of interest were submitted by Councillors P. Gittins, Mrs. J. 

Gray and Mrs. S.J. Iveson on agenda item No. 9 (Planning Applications) 
as they are members of the Planning Committee of Durham County 
Council. 

 
40. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions from members of the public. 
  
41. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. 

Dalton and 
 

  RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Environment 
Committee held on the 17th October 2012 be confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
42. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 

The Works Manager submitted his report for the six weeks ended the 18th 
November 2012.  The report detailed inspections and general maintenance to 
the allotments, together with the current waiting list for an allotment. 

 
  RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the information be 

received. 
 
 
 



 
 
43. ALLOTMENTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The notes from the Allotment Annual Meeting held on 15th November 2012 
were considered by members.  
 
  RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the notes be 

received. 
 
44. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
 

The Environment Officer and Works Manager submitted their report for the six 
weeks ended the 18th November 2012.  The report set out details of the 
volunteers’ activities, together with public / community events and updated 
members on the potential threat of Ash Die Back Disease (Chalara).  There 
had been no confirmed cases within the parish of Great Aycliffe. 
 
Information on burials, and vandalism were also set out in the report. 

 
RESOLVED - that it be recommended:- 

 
(i) That the information be received. 
 
(ii) That consideration be given to planting varied species to mitigate any 

future loss of ash trees. 
 

45. GRANTS OF GRAVE SPACE 
  

RESOLVED - that it be noted that the undermentioned grants of 
grave space had been issued: 

 
West Cemetery 

 
 Grave No. I 207 Lorraine Ford 
 Grave No. I 215 Rebecca Hannan 
 Grave No. K 137  Florence E. Coatsworth 
 Grave No. J 149 Ronald Selby 
  
46. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
 Declarations of personal interests were submitted by Councillors P. 

Gittins, Mrs. J. Gray and Mrs. S.J. Iveson on this item as they are 
members of Durham County Council, however, they would be remaining 
in the meeting during the discussion thereon. 

 
 (1)  The Committee considered the undermentioned planning 

applications:- 
 

(a) Extension of existing factory building staff amenity buildings, new car 
parking area, fencing and associated works - Tallent Automotive Ltd. – 
Plant 4, Newton Aycliffe. 

 
(b) Erection and display of non-illuminated fascia sign – The Digital 

Factory, Durham Way South, Aycliffe Business Park. 
 
 



 
 
(c) Change of use from retail to hot food takeaway and installation of 

associated extraction equipment and duct to the gable of the existing 
building – 1 Simpasture Gate, Newton Aycliffe. 

 
(d) Erection and display of internally illuminated and non-illuminated fascia 

signage, internally illuminated projection signage and ATM – Lloyds 
TSB Bank PLC, Avenue House, Greenwell Road, Newton Aycliffe. 

 
(e) Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension - 5 Oaklea 

Mews, Aycliffe Village, Newton Aycliffe. 
 
(f) Erection of orangery to rear – 12 Henson Grove, Newton Aycliffe. 
 

 

(2) To receive for information the undermentioned planning 
applications, prior notice of which has been circulated to all 
Members of the Council. Durham County Council have been 
notified of the listed comments on each application:- 

 
(a) Erection of single and two storey rear extension – 65 Hatfield Road, 

Newton Aycliffe. 
 
 No objections. 
 

(b) Erection and display of backlit illuminated individual lettering to the 
west elevation at Tallent Automotive Plant 5, Aycliffe Business Park. 

 

 No objections. 
 

(c) Access ramp to the front – 5 Marley Road, Newton Aycliffe. 
 

 No objections. 
 

(d) Non-material amendment to planning permission 7/2010/0248 to 
amend wording of conditions 1, 3, 608, 12, 15, 16, 21, 22, 25, 29, 33, 
35, 36, 38 and 41 and introduce an additional archaeology condition – 
Land South of Heighington Lane, Newton Aycliffe. 

 

 No objections. 
 
(e) Extension to existing factory and formation of mounding - 3M (UK) 

PLC, Heighington Lane, Newton Aycliffe.  
 
 No objections. 
 
(f) Erection of 2 No. dwelling houses - Land adjoining 10 Heighington 

Street, Aycliffe Village. 
 

  The Town Council would have no objection to the proposal 
providing the appropriate conditions are put in place regarding the 
materials to be used. 

  
   RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:- 
 
 
   



 
 

(i)  Applications 1 (a) (b) (c) (d) and (f) – no objections.  
 
(ii) Application 1(e) – that an objection be made on the following grounds: 
 

(a) It will be visually intrusive and have a detrimental impact on the 
street scene. 

 
(b) The overall size of the extension will be greater than 50% of the 

existing footprint of the original dwelling (The Town Council is 
aware of the relaxation of the planning rules on extensions). 

 
(c) The proposal appears to be infringing on amenity open space.  

However, if the owner of 5 Oaklea Mews actually owns this piece 
of land, the proposed development would then not be in keeping 
with the original build line of these properties, nor be in keeping 
with the landscaping which was agreed for this estate. 

 
(iii) Comments previously made on items 2 (a) to (f) be noted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


