Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber,
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 25™
JANUARY 2017 at 7.15 p.m.

PRESENT Councillor J.P. Hillary (Chairman) and

Councillors E. Adam, M. Ashcroft, D.G. Atkinson, J. Atkinson, P.J.
Bergg, W.M. Blenkinsopp, A.M. Chandran, J.D. Clare, Mrs. B.A.
Clare, J. Clark, N. Collinson, M.A. Dalton, Mrs M. Dalton, P.L.
Davies, R.S. Fleming, G.C. Gray, I. Gray, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. Hall,
Mrs |. Hewitson, W.P. Hillary, M. Iveson, Mrs. S.J. Ilveson, W.
Iveson, P. Kjenstad, Mrs. V.M. Raw, K. Robson and C. Wheeler.

OFFICERS Mr A Bailey (Town Clerk)

94.

95.

95.

97.

98.

99.

Mr. D. Austin (Finance Manager)
Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin. Officer)

NOTICE OF MEETING

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence submitted.

MEMBERS’ DISPENSATION

No dispensation requests had been received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There had been no declarations of interest submitted.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were no questions from members of the public.

NOTICE OF MOTION

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Councillor J.D. Clare and
seconded by Councillor P.J. Bergg.

“Great Aycliffe Town Council applauds the students of Greenfield Community
College, Newton Aycliffe, who have challenged the inequity of an exam system
whereby English state schools entering students for the English GCSE exam
do not have a 40% coursework option ... although that option continues to be
available to independent schools through IGCSE. Such a disparity of
opportunity is unacceptable.

Great Aycliffe Town Council therefore requests the Secretary of State for
Education to consider the Greenfield students’ petition*, which seeks parity of
treatment and calls upon Parliament to allow state schools the option of 40%
coursework in English GCSE exams.”

RESOLVED - as follows:-



100.

101.

(1) That the Students from Greenfield Community College be applauded for
their petition seeking parity of treatment from Parliament.

(i) That this Council unanimously supports the Motion from Councillor J.D.
Clare.

(i)  That the Town Clerk writes, on behalf of the Council, to the Secretary of
State for Education in support of the Greenfield Students’ petition.

MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M. lveson
and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the
Council held on the 7" December 2016 be confirmed as a correct record
and signed by the Chairman.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Clerk gave the following announcements:-

(@) Information was also given on the result of the nominees who were
allocated places to visit the Royal Garden Party to be held on the 23
May 2017. The selected Councillors were Susan Nelson and husband
from Brandon & Byshottles P.C. and Amanda Hillary and husband from
Witton Gilbert P.C.

(b) The Royal British Legion Sunderland and North Tees Office had
contacted the Council seeking volunteers to help support the Newton
Aycliffe team in the ordering and distribution of poppies for
Remembrance Day.

(c) The Town Clerk gave an update on the planning application in respect of
5No. dwellings and demolition of garages in Armstrong Close, Newton
Aycliffe.

The Mayor had submitted a list of appointments he had attended for the period
8" December 2016 to the 25" January 2017.

He gave special notice to the many Carol Services he had attended, his visit to
the Greenfield Community College Foodbank Presentation and his visit to HMS
Calliope to present a plaque to the last serving member of HMS Eskimo.

The Mayor thanked Councillors M.A. Dalton and Mrs. M. Dalton for deputising
for him at a number of Carol Services.

RESOLVED - as follows:-

0] That the information in respect of the Royal Garden Party nominations
be received.

(i) That the information in respect of volunteers for Poppy sales be
acknowledged and that anyone interested should contact the Royal
British Legion Community Fundraiser.



102.

103.

(iii)

(iv)

That the information in respect of the planning application in Armstrong
Close be noted and the Town clerk advised that it may be necessary to
obtain professional advice.

That the information from the Mayor be noted.

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(@)

(b)

(©)

Environment Committee

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor
Mrs. M. Dalton and

RESOLVED - as follows:

0] That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee
held on the 11™ January 2017 be received, and

(i) That the said minutes be approved and adopted.

Recreation Committee

It was proposed by Councillor B. Hall, seconded by Councillor J.
Atkinson and

RESOLVED - as follows:

0] That the minutes of the Recreation Committee held on the 11"
January 2017 be received, and

(i) That the said minutes be approved and adopted.

Policy and Resources Committee

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M.
lveson and

RESOLVED - as follows:-

() That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on
the 18™ January 2017 be received, and

(i)  That the said minutes be approved and adopted.

BATTLE’S OVER — A NATION’S TRIBUTE - 11 NOVEMBER 2018

The Town Clerk had submitted information from the Pageantmaster in respect
of the commemoration of the 100™ Anniversary of the end of World War I.

Members were asked to consider the Council’s participation in the event.

RESOLVED - that arrangements be made for the ‘Beacon’ to be lit
at the appropriate time on the 11™ November 2018.



104. APPROVAL OF 2017/18 COUNCIL PRECEPT

105.

The Finance Manager had submitted a report seeking Council’s approval for the
setting of the Council’'s 2017/18 Precept thereby allowing the submission of the
Precept Request Form to be forwarded to Durham County Council for the
setting of the Town Council proportion of the Council Tax.

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M. lveson
e RESOLVED - as follows:-

(1) That the 2017/18 Council Precept of £1,453,500 be approved.

(i) That the Mayor be authorised to sign the Precept Form.

(i)  That the Precept Form be hand delivered to Durham County Council on
the 26" January 2017.

(iv)  That the information provided in regard to the robustness of the budget
estimates and adequacy of the Council’s balances and reserves be
noted.

OUTSIDE BODIES

Verbal reports were given by representatives on the undermentioned Outside
Bodies:-

(@) Youth Council
Councillor D. Atkinson gave an update on the Youth Council.

(b) County Durham Association of Local Councils
There was no report.

(©) Aycliffe Village Community Association
Councillor C. Wheeler gave the current position of the Association.

(d)  Woodham Village Community Association
Councillor N. Collinson gave an update.

(e) Great Aycliffe and Middridge Local Council’s Committee
No meeting.

() Larger Local Councils’ Forum
No meeting.

(@) Newton Aycliffe Youth and Community Centre
Councillor C. Wheeler updated on the position of the Centre.

(h)  Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society
Councillor I. Gray gave an update on the A.G.M.

0] Friends of Byerley Park Local Nature Reserve
Councillor I. Gray gave an update on the group.




@)

(k)

()

Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway
Councillor J. Atkinson gave an update from the recent meeting.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Councillor B. Hall gave an update.

Crime and Community Safety Task Group
Councillor M. Ashcroft gave an update on the Group’s meeting.

RESOLVED - That the information given from
Representatives serving on the Outside Bodies be received.

CHAIRMAN.

the



