Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber,
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 27"
JANUARY 2016 at 7.15 p.m.

PRESENT Councillor J.P. Hillary (Chairman) and

Councillors E. Adam, M. Ashcroft, J. Atkinson, W.M. Blenkinsopp,
P.J. Bergg, A.M. Chandran, N. Collinson, R.S. Fleming, G.C.
Gray, |. Gray, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. Hall, Mrs. I. Hewitson, Mrs. W.P.
Hillary, M. Iveson, Mrs. S.J. Iveson, P. Kjenstad, Mrs. V.M. Raw,
K. Robson and C. Wheeler.

IN ATTENDANCE Mr. A. Palmer (Durham County Council)

OFFICIALS Mrs. C. Walton (Corporate and Policy Officer)

Mr. D. Austin (Finance Manager)
Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin. Officer)

The Deputy Mayor welcomed Councillor K. Robson to his first meeting as the newly
elected member of West Ward.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

NOTICE OF MEETING

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors D.G. Atkinson,
Mrs. B.A. Clare, J.D. Clare, Mrs. M. Dalton, M.A. Dalton and W. Iveson.

MEMBERS’ DISPENSATION

No dispensation requests had been received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest declared.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were no questions from members of the public.

NORTH EAST DEVOLUTION

The Deputy Mayor welcomed Mr. Andy Palmer from Durham County Council to
give a presentation and answer questions on North East Devolution.

Following the informative presentation members were given the opportunity to
ask questions.

RESOLVED - that Mr. Palmer be thanked for his attendance and
Durham County Council be congratulated for consulting with the people
of County Durham on the issue of devolution.



107.

108.

109.

MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M. lveson
and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held
on the 9" December 2015 and the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting
held on the 16™ December 2015 be confirmed as correct records and
signed by the Chairman.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In the absence of the Town Clerk the Corporate and Policy Officer informed
members that following the By-election held on the 21% January 2016
Councillor Kenneth Robson had duly signed his Declaration of Acceptance of
Office as a Councillor serving in the West Ward of the Parish of Great Aycliffe.

The Mayor had submitted a list of appointments she had attended during the
period 10" December 2015 to the 27™ January 2016 and had asked for
members to note that Civic Dinner tickets were still available for the 19"
February 2016.

RESOLVED - that the information be received.

COMMITTEE MINUTES

@) Environment Committee

It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Chandran, seconded by Councillor
W. Blenkinsopp and

RESOLVED - as follows:

() That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee
held on the 13™ January 2016 be received, and

(i) That the said minutes be approved and adopted.

(b) Recreation Committee

It was proposed by Councillor B. Hall, seconded by Councillor J.
Atkinson and

RESOLVED — as follows:

(1) That the minutes of the Recreation Committee held on the 13™
January 2016 be received, and

(i) That the said minutes be approved and adopted.

(© Policy and Resources Committee

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M.
Iveson and

RESOLVED - as follows:-



110.

111.

112.

(1) That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on
the 20™ January 2016 be received, and

(i) That the said minutes be approved and adopted subject to the
addition of Councillor N. Collinson’s apologies.

ROYAL GARDEN PARTY

Information had been received from CDALC seeking nominations from this
Council for inclusion in a draw for the 4 places allocated to attend at a Royal
Garden Party scheduled to be held on the 24™ May 2016.

One of the criteria for attendance was that the invitations are in recognition of
past service and it is therefore appropriate that outgoing members, rather than
those newly elected should be considered.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor P.J. Bergg
that the following nominees be submitted to CDALC to be entered into the draw
for tickets to the Royal Garden Party on the 24™ May 2016:-

Councillor Wendy Hillary and Partner  (as a Past Mayor)
Councillor Val Raw and Partner (as a Past Mayor)

RESOLVED - as follows:-
That Councillor Mrs. Wendy Hillary and Partner and Councillor Mrs. Val
Raw and Partner be the nominees from this Council to be entered into
the draw for tickets to the Royal Garden Party.

QUEEN’S 90" BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Information had been received from the National Association of Local Councils in
respect of celebrations in respect of Her Majesty The Queen’s 90" birthday.

Councilllor R.S. Fleming asked that the matter be deferred pending further
information being made available at the next NALC Meeting and he requested that
further discussions take place at the next Recreation Committee meeting.

RESOLVED - that an item be placed on the next agenda of the
Recreation Committee for further consideration of the 90" Birthday
Celebrations once more information had been received from NALC

APPROVAL OF THE 2016/2017 COUNCIL PRECEPT

The Finance Manager had submitted a report seeking Council’s approval for the
setting of the Council’'s 2016/17 Precept thereby allowing the submission of the
Precept Request Form to be forwarded to Durham Council for the setting of the
Town Council proportion of the Council Tax.

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M. Iveson
and
RESOLVED - as follows:-

® That the 2016/17 Council Precept of £1,411,150 be approved.



(i) That the Mayor Elect be authorised to sign the Precept Form.

(i)  That the Precept Form be hand delivered to Durham County Council on the
28" January 2016.

(iv)  That the information provided in regard to the robustness of the budget
estimates and adequacy of the Council’s balances and reserves be noted.

113. OUTSIDE BODIES

Verbal reports were given by representatives on the undermentioned Outside
Bodies:-

(@  Youth Council
Councillor D.J. Atkinson gave a report from the meeting on the 12th
January.

(b) County Durham Association of Local Councils
Councillor R.S. Fleming gave information from the AGM.

(c) Aycliffe Village Community Association
Councillor C. Wheeler gave an update on the Village Association.

(d)  Woodham Village Community Association
Councillor N. Collinson had not been able to attend the meeting.

(e) Great Aycliffe and Middridge Local Councils’ Committee
Next meeting would be 29" January 2016

)] Larger Local Councils’ Forum
Councillor R.S. Fleming gave an update on the Forum.

(@) Newton Aycliffe Youth and Community Centre
Councillor C. Wheeler gave an update on the Centre.

(h)  Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society
Councillor I. Gray gave an update on the December meeting and the
AGM last week.

0] Friends of Byerley Park Local Nature Reserve
Councillor | Gray gave an update from the volunteers.

@) Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway
Councillor J. Atkinson gave information from the meeting on the 14
January.

(k) Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Councillor B. Hall gave an update on the Steering Group.

RESOLVED - that the information given by the
Representatives serving on the Outside Bodies be received.

CHAIRMAN.



