
 
 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 28th 
OCTOBER 2015 at 7.15 p.m. 
 
PRESENT Councillor Mrs. M. Dalton (Chairman) and 

Councillors E. Adam, M. Ashcroft, D.G. Atkinson, J. Atkinson, 
W.M. Blenkinsopp, T. Bowman, A.M. Chandran, Mrs. B.A. Clare, 
J.D. Clare, J. Clark, N. Collinson, M.A. Dalton, R.S. Fleming, G.C. 
Gray, I. Gray, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. Hall, K. Hendeson, Mrs. I. 
Hewitson, J.P. Hillary, Mrs. W.P. Hillary, W. Iveson, P. Kjenstad, 
Mrs. V.M. Raw and C. Wheeler. 

 
OFFICIALS  Mr. A. Bailey (Town Clerk) 

  Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin. Officer) 
 
 
72. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read. 
 

73. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors P.J. Bergg, M. 

Iveson and Mrs. S.J. Iveson. 
 
74. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATION 
 
 No dispensation requests had been received. 
 
75. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor W.M. Blenkinsopp declared an interest in connection with the item 

regarding the Neville Community Centre donations but would remain in the 
meeting during any discussion thereon. 

 
76. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
77. DRUG POLICIES 
 
 Members were asked to note that Chief Constable Michael Barton from Police 

Headquarters would be in attendance at the Council meeting on the 9th 
December 2015. 

 
  RESOLVED – that the information be received. 
 
78.  MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M. Dalton 

and 
 
  RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held 

on the 16 September 2015 be confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.   

 



 
 
79. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Mayor submitted a list of appointments she had attended during the period 

14 September to the 28 October 2015.  
 
 She gave a brief outline on the many events she had attended and her Charity 

Nights which had taken place at the Royal British Legion. 
 
 A special thank you was recorded to Councillor I. Gray for his donation of £30 

from an event he had undertaken together with the Environment Officer. 
 
   RESOLVED – that the information be received. 
 
 
80. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

 (a) Environment Committee 
 
  It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Chandran, seconded by Councillor I 

Gray and 
 
    RESOLVED – as follows: 
 
  (i) That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee 

held on the 14th October 2015 be received, and 
 

(ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted. 
 

 (b) Recreation Committee 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor J. Atkinson, seconded by Councillor B. 

Hall and 
 
  RESOLVED – as follows: 
 
 (i) That the minutes of the Recreation Committee held on the 14th 

October 2015 be received, and 
 
 (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted. 

 
(c) Policy and Resources Committee 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor M. 

Dalton and 
 
  RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 
 (i) That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on 

the 21st October 2015 be received, and 
 
 (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
81. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 
 Information has been received in connection with the Larger Local Councils 

Conference entitled “Communities Can” which will be held on Wednesday, 2nd 
December 2015 in London.  

 
 A decision on attendance at the Conference had been deferred to this meeting 

at the Council Meeting held on the 16th September 2015 (Minute No. 67 
referred). 

 
 After consideration of the Conference agenda it was not felt necessary for a 

representative to attend on this occasion.  However, the Council had been 
asked to vote for a representative to serve on the Committee of NALC. 

 
  RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 
 (i) That the Council be not represented at the Conference on the 2nd 

December 2015 in London. 
 
 (ii) That this Council vote for representatives from the North East to 

serve on the Committee of the National Association of Local 
Councils. 

 
 (iii) That this be undertaken by the Town Clerk electronically. 
 
82. FLY THE FLAG FOR THE COMMONWEALTH 
 
 Information had been submitted from NALC in respect of the ‘Fly a Flag for the 

Commonweath’ on the 14th March 2016. 
 
 Members were asked to consider once again participating in this event. 
 
    RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 
  (i) That the Council will once again raise the Commonwealth Flag at 

St. Clare’s on the 14th March 2016. 
 
  (ii) That the Mayor would attend to raise the flag along with the Youth 

Council. 
 
   (iii) That the occasion be advertised to raise awareness of the event. 
 
83. OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

 Verbal reports were given by representatives on the undermentioned Outside 
Bodies:- 

 
 (a) Youth Council 

Councillor J. Atkinson gave an update from the meeting on the 6 
October when the new Youth Council had been elected. 
 

  (b) County Durham Association of Local Councils 
Councillor R.S. Fleming gave information on the AGM which had been 
held on Saturday, 24 October. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
  (c) Aycliffe Village Community Association 

Report would be given at the next meeting. 
 

(d) Woodham Village Community Association 
  Councillor K. Henderson updated members. 

 
                     (e) Great Aycliffe and Middridge Local Councils’ Committee 

No Meeting. 
 

  (f) Larger Local Councils’ Forum 
Report would be given at the next meeting. 

 
  (g) Newton Aycliffe Youth and Community Centre 

  Councillor J.D. Clare gave an update on the Centre. 
 
 (h) Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society 
 Councillor I Gray gave an update. 
 
 (i) Friends of Byerley Park Local Nature Reserve 

Councillor I Gray gave an update. 
 
 (j) Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway 
 Councillor J. Atkinson had now attended 2 meetings and gave the 

Council an update. 
 
 (k) Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
 Councillor B. Hall gave an update. 
 
 
      RESOLVED – that the information given by the 

Representatives serving on the Outside Bodies be received. 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


