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Minutes of a Meeting of the POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE held in
the Council Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on
WEDNESDAY, 30" NOVEMBER 2016 at 7.15pm.

PRESENT Councillor R.S. Fleming (Chairman) and
Councillors E. Adam, M. Ashcroft, J. Atkinson, P. Bergg,
W.M. Blenkinsopp, A.M. Chandran, J.D. Clare, Mrs. B.A.
Clare, J. Clark, N. Collinson, Mrs. M. Dalton, M.A. Dalton,
P.L. Davies, G.C. Gray, |. Gray, B. Hall, J.P. Hillary, Mrs.
W.P. Hillary, M. Iveson, W. Iveson, Mrs. V. Raw, K. Robson
and C. Wheeler.

OFFICERS Mr A. Bailey (Town Clerk)
Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin Officer)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs. S. Haigh
and Mrs. S.J. Iveson.

MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS

No applications for dispensations had been received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest submitted.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were no questions from the public.
MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor W.
Blenkinsopp and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Policy and
Resources Committee held on the 19" October 2016 be confirmed as a
correct record and signed by the Chairman.

CHARGES WORKING GROUP

The notes and following recommendations from a meeting of the Charges
Working Group held on the 19" October 2016 were submitted for
consideration:-

0] Cemeteries
It was recommended that all charges would be increased by a further
25% this year and rounded to the closest usable figure in order to move
prices more in line with the actual cost of the running of the cemeteries
service.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

(vii)

Football Pitches

It was recommended that the fees for football pitch hire in 2017/18 are
not increased but it be recommended that the charges are increased in
2018/19 especially on the adult fees.

Pre-School Learning Centres

It was recommended that the Pre-School Learning Centres charges be
frozen pending the ongoing review of the service by the Service Review
Working Group.

Allotments

It was recommended that the Allotment charges for 2018/19 be
increased by 5% and that it be recommended that the charges for Pigeon
Lofts and Poultry Sites be increased by 2%.

That the issue of tipping charges be once again addressed by a letter
being forwarded to all tenants setting out that only compatible green
waste would be accepted for disposal, what the actual tipping costs are
costing per year and that in 2018/19, if there is not a substantial reduction
in allotment tipping charges over the next 12 months a charge will be
made.

Sports Complex
That it be recommended that Membership charges be increased by £1
and that all other charges be frozen at the existing prices.

Golf Course and Driving Range Charges

That it be recommended that the Golf Membership fees be increased by
£10 for each category other than Junior Under 14 memberships which
will continue to be offered free of charge. That green fees, buggy hire
and driving range fees be frozen for this year.

Caravan Fees

That it be recommended that the caravan and camping site fees be
increased by 5% to £10.75 per night for casual use and £9 per night per
van for weekend rallies of up to 10 vans. Prices for weekend rallies of
more than 10 vans will continue to be subject to negotiation with the
Leisure Manager.

It was proposed by Councillor B. Hall, seconded by Councillor M. lveson and

RESOLVED - that the notes and recommendations of the meeting
of the Charges Working Group held on the 19™ October 2016 be
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

GOLF CONTRACT SERVICES SUB-COMMITTEE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor J. Atkinson

and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Golf Contract
Services Sub-Committee held on the 14™ November 2016 be confirmed
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
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REVIEW SUB-COMMITTEE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor B. Hall and
RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Review Sub-

Committee held on the 16™ November 2016 be confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

ACCOUNTS CONTROL SHEETS

Accounts control sheets for the period 14™ October to the 18™ November 2016
and the General Bank Accounts for October 2016 were submitted.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the accounts control
sheets for the period 14™ October to the 18" November 2016 and the
General Bank Accounts for October 2016 be received.

GRANTS / DONATIONS

The Town Clerk had submitted a report which gave the current donation budget
for this financial year as £2,450.

The following request had been received:

(@) Great North Air Ambulance

An application for financial assistance towards the Air Ambulance Service
had been submitted.

(b)  Aycliffe Youth Council

The Youth Council grant budget was currently £2,100.

There had not been any grant applications received since their last
meeting.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:-
® The report be received.

(i) Great North Air Ambulance

That a donation of £200 be made to the Great North Air
Ambulance.

(iii) That the information in respect of the Youth Council be noted.

PRE-SCHOOL LEARNING CENTRE

The Early Years Officer submitted a report setting out attendance figures along
with projected figures and voluntary contributions.

RESOLVED - that the report be received.
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POLICIES TO ADOPT

The following policies and associated amendments were submitted for
members final approval following them being considered at a meeting of the
Review Sub-Committee:-

@) Social Media Acceptable Use Policy
(b)  Town Council Targets Review — 2017 - 2018
(c) Business Risk Review — 2017 - 2018

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the above policies
with any amendments as listed in (a) to (c) above be approved.

PROCUREMENT OF HEATING SYSTEM FOR MOORE LANE AND
OAKLEAF GOLF SHOP

The Town Clerk and Works and Environment Manager had submitted a report
to advise Members of progress in regard to the potential procurement of heating
systems for Moore Lane and the Oakleaf Golf Shop.

Five local contractors had been drawn up to tender for the works to remove the
existing systems and replace as per the new design specifications.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the information be
received.

EXEMPT BUSINESS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor B. Hall and

RESOLVED - that in view of the confidential nature of the
business about to be transacted it was, in the opinion of the Council,
advisable that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

HCA LAND TRANSFER PROPOSALS = VARIOUS LOCATIONS

The Town Clerk and Works and Environment Manager had submitted a report
following further investigations and discussions with the HCA in regard to the
transfer of two parcels of land.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended:-

(1) That the report be received.

(i) That it be agreed that the Council accepts the transfer of the two
parcels of land and areas of subsoil interests from the HCA.

LAND SALE AGNEW 5

Councillors E. Adam, J.D. Clare and J. Hillary wished to declare an interest
in this item as they are members of Durham County Council and they left
the meeting during the discussions thereon.



The Town Clerk and Works and Environment Manager had submitted a further
report to provide more information for consideration in regard to a proposed land
sale.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended:-
0] That the report be received.

(i)  That the land sale at Agnew 5 be agreed as per the information set
out in the report.

(i)  That the Town Clerk be congratulated on the negotiations he had
undertaken to obtain a satisfactory outcome for the Council.

87. RE-ADMISSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - that the Press and Public be readmitted to the
meeting.

CHAIRMAN



