
 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 10

th
 

DECEMBER 2014 at 7.15 p.m. 
 

PRESENT Councillor Mrs. W.P. Hillary (Chairman) and 
Councillors E. Adam, D.G. Atkinson, J. Atkinson, A.M. Chandran, 
J.D. Clare, J. Clark, N. Collinson, Mrs. M. Dalton, M.A. Dalton, 
R.S. Fleming, G.C. Gray, I. Gray, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. Hall, K. 
Henderson, Mrs. I. Hewitson, J.P. Hillary, W. Iveson, P. Kjenstad, 
Mrs. A. Palmer, Mrs. V.M. Raw, D. Summers and C. Wheeler.  
 

OFFICIALS  Mr. A. Bailey (Town Clerk) 
   Miss C. Ryder (Senior Admin Officer) 
 
 
94. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read. 

 
95. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors W.M. 

Blenkinsopp, Mrs. B.A. Clare, M. Iveson and Mrs. S.J. Iveson. 
 
96. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATION 
 
 There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
97. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There had been no declarations of interest received. 
 
98. MINUTES  
 

It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor J. 
Atkinson and 

 
  RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the 

Council held on the 29th October 2014 be confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman.   

 
99. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Mayor had submitted a list of events she had attended for the period 30 
October to the 10 December 2014. 
 
Two memorable events which the Mayor had attended were the visits by 
members of the Royal Family to the NE Autism Centre and DISC. 

 
  RESOLVED – that the information provided by the Mayor be 

noted. 
 
100. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions raised by the Public. 
 
 



 
101. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

(a) Environment Committee 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor J.D. Clare, seconded by Councillor N. 
Collinson and 

 
  RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 
 (i) That the minutes of the Environment Committee held on the 26th 

November 2014 be received, and 
 
 (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted subject to the 

following:- 
 
  “That Councillors Mrs. M. Dalton and M.A. Dalton’s apologies be 

added on Apologies For Absence under Minute No. 55”. 
 
 (b) Recreation Committee 
 
  It was proposed by Councillor B. Hall, seconded by Councillor J. Hillary 

and 
 
   RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 
  (i) That the minutes of the Recreation Committee held on the 26th 

November 2014 be received, and 
 
  (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted subject to the 

following:- 
 
  “That Councillors Mrs. M. Dalton and M.A. Dalton’s apologies be 

added on Apologies For Absence under Minute No. 59”. 
 
 (c) Policy and Resources Committee 
 
  It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor 

E.M. Adam and 
 
   RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 
  (i) That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held 

on the 3rd December 2014 be received, and  
 
  (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted. 
 
102. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 
 The Corporate and Policy Officer had submitted a report giving information in 

respect of a Local Council Award Scheme which is to supersede the Quality 
Council Award Scheme. 

 
 The report set out the background of the Quality Council status and sought 

members to consider whether they wished this Authority to register for the Local 
Council Award Scheme for a free period of one year before making any final 
decisions. 

 



 Following a lengthy discussion it was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming and 
seconded by Councillor J.P. Hillary: 

 
 ‘That the Council enters into the foundation award for one year and reviews the 

situation in a years’ time’. 
 
  Consideration took place as to whether it was necessary for the Council to 

register for the Local Council Award Scheme at all. 
 
   Voting took place on the proposal by Councillor R.S. Fleming and 

resulted as follows:- 
 
   For the proposal  7 
   Against the proposal 13 
  

   RESOLVED – that this Council does not register for the Local 
Council Award Scheme. 

 
103. GREAT AYCLIFFE AND MIDDRIDGE PARTNERSHIP PRIORITY VOTING 

RESULTS 
 
 The Town Clerk had submitted a list of priority voting results (November 2014) 

for information 
 
   RESOLVED –  that the information be received. 
 
104. TRAVELLERS GREEN LAND SALE 
 
 The Town Clerk submitted a report to update members on the progress of the 

disposal of the land at Travellers Green to Livin. 
 
 The Option Agreement had now been completed by the Solicitors. 
 
   RESOLVED – that the update information be received. 
 
105. AGNEW 5 – LAND SALE 
 
 The Town Clerk submitted a report on the opportunity for the sale of an unused 

piece of land as part of a new housing development on the designated Agnew 5 
housing site. 

 
 The area of land would become landlocked if it was not included in the scheme 

proposed by D.C.C. to provide housing in this location.   
 
 The Council would need to advise HCA (Homes and Committees Agency) of 

any intention to dispose of the land and seek approval and acknowledge “claw 
back” requirements. 

 
 At this stage Councillors were asked to consider forming a preliminary view as 

to whether to proceed with the potential sale of the land 1.78 acres (.72 
hectares) as part of the larger development of the Agnew 5 housing site. 

 
 It was pointed out that there was a timescale associated with the development 

as DCC would be submitting a planning application for the site. 
 
 Following consideration it was: 
 
 



 
    RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 
 (i) That this Council agrees in principle to a joint development with D.C.C. 

for this site. 
 
 (ii) That the Town Clerk in consultation with the Leader be authorised to 

negotiate with D.C.C. for Heads of Terms for the development. 
 
 (iii) That a valuation for the land be obtained from the District Valuation 

Service. 
 
 (iv) That in view of the timescale of the development an Extraordinary 

meeting of the Council be called as soon as possible in January for the 
Council to make a final decision once Heads of Terms have been 
negotiated. 

 
 (v) That the Town Clerk be authorised to approach the Homes and 

Committees Agency to establish their position. 
 
106. FRIENDS OF WEST PARK 
 
 Councillor E.M. Adam had tendered his resignation as a representative serving 

on the Outside Body for Friends of West Park and the Council were asked for a 
replacement nomination.  Councillor Adam pointed out that he would still be 
taking an active part in the group whenever possible. 

 
   RESOLVED – that Councillor D. Summers be appointed as the 

Outside Bodies representative to serve on the Friends of West Park. 
 
107. OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

 Reports were given by representatives on the undermentioned Outside 
Bodies:- 

 
  (a) Youth Council 

  
 Councillor D. Summers reported on the Annual General Meeting which 

had taken place and the appointment of the new Youth Councillors. 
 

  (b) County Durham Association of Local Councils (AGM) 
  
 Councillor R.S. Fleming reported on the meeting which had been the 

Annual General Meeting to appoint the Committee.    
 

(c) Aycliffe Village Community Association 
 

 Councillor C. Wheeler gave an update on the Village Hall being made a 
charitable organisation with a 30 year lease being secured.  
Responsibility for the running and maintenance of the building would rest 
with the Community Association. 

 
  (d) Woodham Village Community Association 

   
 Councillor K. Henderson gave an update on the proposed extension to 

the Community Centre. 
 
 



 
 

  (e) Great Aycliffe and Middridge  Local Council’s Committee 
  
 No meetings. 
 

  (f) Larger Local Councils’ Forum 
  
 Councillor R.S. Fleming gave an outline of the meeting which had taken 

place in Shildon recently. 
 

(g) Newton Aycliffe Youth and Community Centre 
  

Councillor J.D. Clare gave a report on the Youth and Community Centre 
in his capacity as a County Councillor on that Committee. 

 
 (h) Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society 
    
   Councillor I Gray updated members on the work the Society had 

undertaken especially at Beamish Museum and Locomotion in Shildon. 
 
 (i)  Sedgefield Health Network 
    
   Vacancy on this Outside Body. 
 
 (j)  Friends of Byerley Park Local Nature Reserve 
    
   Councillor I Gray reported on the progress so far. 
 
 (k)  Friends of West Park 
 
   It was noted that Councillor D. Summers had now been elected to this 

Group along with Councillor P. Kjenstad.   There was nothing to report at 
the current time. 

 
 (l)  Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway 
 
   Councillor J. Atkinson had now attended two meetings of this Committee.  
 
     RESOLVED – that the information given from the Representatives 

serving on the Outside Bodies be received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


