
Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY 7th APRIL 2010 
at 7.15 p.m. 
   

PRESENT Councillor V Crosby (Chairman) and 
 Councillors W M Blenkinsopp, W Curtis, Mrs M Dalton, P Ducker, R 

S Fleming, P Gittins, G C Gray, I Gray, Mrs J Gray, B Hall, K 
Henderson, Mrs I Hewitson, T Hogan, M Iveson, Mrs S J Iveson, W 
Iveson, Mrs A Palmer, Mrs E M Paylor and A Warburton. 

 
OFFICIALS Mr A Bailey (Town Clerk) 
 Mr D Thompson (Works Manager) 

  Mr S Cooper (Environment Officer) 
 Mr N Whinham (Golf Professional) 
  Mrs M J Robinson (Leisure & Environment Assistant) 
  
 
72. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs D Bowman, T R 

Bowman, Mrs B A Clare, J D Clare, G R Gray, B Haigh, Mrs S Haigh, Mrs H J 
Hutchinson and Mrs V M Raw. 

 
73. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillors P Gittins, Mrs J Gray, Mrs E M Paylor and Mrs S Iveson declared a 

personal interest in Agenda Item no 10 (Planning Applications) as members of 
Durham County Council. 

 
74. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
75. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R.S. Fleming, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. Dalton 

and 
 

 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the 
Environment Committee held on the 24th February 2010 be 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
76. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 

The Works Manager submitted his report for the six weeks ended 28th March 2010. 
 

 RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 
77. SELF MANAGEMENT - CLARENCE CHARE ALLOTMENTS 
 

The Works Manager submitted a report for information which updated members on 
the result of a survey of allotment tenants at Clarence Chare in regard to self 
management of the Site.  



 
 RESOLVED - that it be recommended: 

 
(a) that the report be received. 
 
(b) that no further action be taken. 
 

78. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
 

The Works Manager and Environment Officer submitted a report for the six weeks 
ended 28th March 2010.  The report set out information of burials and vandalism at 
Byerley Park, and updated members regarding Environment items. 
 

 RESOLVED - that it be recommended: 
 
(a) that the report be received. 
 
(b) that the Environment Officer and volunteers be commended for the 

varied programme of events. 
 

79. NATURE RESERVE LEAFLET 
 

 The Environment Officer submitted a report which advised of a leaflet, ‘Wild 
about Aycliffe’ planned for publication in April.   
 

 RESOLVED - that it be recommended: 
 

(a) that the report be received. 
 
(b) that the Town Pride Team be requested to clean the Stone marker 

on the Great Aycliffe Way. 
 
(c) that officers investigate the possibility of having the lettering 

enhanced on the stone. 
 

80. GRANTS OF GRAVE SPACE 
 
  RESOLVED - that it be noted that the undermentioned grants of grave 

space had been issued: 
 
  West Cemetery 
 
  Grave No. N  61 Gladys Dixon 
  Grave No. I  187 A. Jones 
  Grave No. I  200 Brian Jackson 
 
81. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Declarations of interest were declared by Councillors P Gittins, Mrs S J Iveson, 
Mrs J Gray and Mrs E M Paylor for this item on the agenda (Planning 
Applications) as members of Durham County Council and remained in the 
meeting during the discussion.  

 



(1) The Committee considered the undermentioned planning applications: 
 
(a) Erection of first floor rear extension – 28 Karles Close, Newton Aycliffe. 
 
(b) Erection of single storey extension to side and rear and erection of front porch 

14 Clarence Corner, Newton Aycliffe. 
 
(c) Erection of lobby and canopy to front – 20 North Cottages, School Aycliffe. 
 
(d) Increase in roof height of existing roof, extension and insertion of bay window 

in new roof – 8 Bickford Terrace, Aycliffe Village. 
 
 (e) Erection of single storey rear extension & garden store, 2 Karles Close. 
 

(2) The Council received for information the undermentioned planning 
applications, prior notice of which had been circulated to Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and appropriate Ward Members.  Durham County 
Council have been notified that the Council has no adverse comments:- 

 
(a) Erection of garden room to rear – 4 Menville Close, Newton Aycliffe. 
 
(b) Change of use from open space to outdoor play area and erection of canopy 

to existing building – Playday Nursery – 15 Simpasture Gate, Newton Aycliffe. 
 
(c) Erection of single storey rear extension – 11 Jenison Close, School Aycliffe. 
 
(d) Erection of first floor side extension – 7 Wilton Court, Newton Aycliffe. 

 
(3) The Council received for information the undermentioned planning 

applications, prior notice of which had been circulated to Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and appropriate Ward Members.  Durham County 
Council have been notified of the Council’s Comments. 

 
 Erection of wrought iron fence and gates to front and rear of property 

(retrospective application) – 2 Hamsterley Road, Newton Aycliffe. 
 
 “Comment – that the enclosure of the front garden of this property appears to 

go against the open plan aspect of the estate.  Should the application be 
approved this would then set a precedent for other properties.  Covenants are 
normally in place on any new development to cover incidents such as this.” 

 
   RESOLVED – as follows: 
 
 (i) Applications 1 (a) to (e) – no objections. 
 

(ii) Application 2 (a) - (d) - that the applications be received. 
 
(iii) Application 3(a) - that the position be noted. 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


