
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 7th 
FEBRUARY 2018 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT Councillor Jed Hillary (Chairman) and 
 Councillors Arun M. Chandran, John Clark, George C. Gray, I. 

Gray, S. Haigh, B. Hall, Dave Hardaker, Wendy Hillary and M. 
Iveson. 

 
OFFICERS  Christine Walton (Corporate and Policy Officer) 

Sharna Stretch (Administrative Officer) 
   

 
IN ATTENDANCE  
 

95. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Councillor P. Bergg, B.A. Clare and Ken Robson. 
  

96. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
97. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
98. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

99. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor Dave Hardaker and  

   
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Sub Committee 
held on 24th January 2018 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 

100. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
 Members considered the undermentioned planning applications. 
 

 (a) Replacement boundary fence including change of use of land to enclosed private 
 curtilage (Retrospective) – 19 Kirkham Close, Newton Aycliffe. 
   
  Members discussed the information provided in the officers presentation and 

requested that the application is ‘called-in’ and that Durham County Council 
consider this matter through the Planning Committee and not as a Delegated 
Decision and that officers write to all seven County Councillor’s to inform them of 
this. 

 
  RESOLVED – that: 
 

(i) That the application is called-in. 
(ii) That all seven County Councillors are notified of this. 



(iii) That the following objection is also sent to Durham County 
 Council. 

  
 (a)  The Town Council have considered the above application at the Planning Sub-

 Committee on Wednesday 7th February 2018 and would object in the strongest 
 possible terms to this retrospective planning application. 

 
(b) This application is contrary to GANP CH1 Landscape Character and Townscape   

  which aims to protect the green open feel of the Town. 
 

(c) The change of use to private curtilage should be refused on the basis that it is 
public open space and the enclosure changes the character and layout of the 
estate. 

 
(d) The fence must be removed if the land is found to belong to Durham County 

Council or is public open space and if the Planning rules can enforce it and the 
area made good.   

 
(b) Installation of new double glazed powder coated window to south elevation and 
 alterations to hardstanding to east elevation to create disabled access – Unit 12 
 Hurworth Road, Aycliffe Business Park. 
 
 Members discussed and agreed the information provided in the officers 

presentation and 
 
 RESOLVED – that the following response be forwarded to  

 Durham County Council: 
 
 No comments or objections.  
 
(c) Change of use from print works (B2) to business starter units (B1), including unit 7 
 as mixed use business and martial arts studio (B1/B2), with associated external 
 works and demolition of rear lean to stores – Newton Press, part of unit 317 
 Ricknall Avenue, Aycliffe Business Park 
 
 RESOLVED – that the following response be forwarded to  

Durham County Council: 
 
 No comments or objections. 
 
(d) Change of use from industrial use (Class B2) to Car Wash and valeting outlet (Sui 
 Generis) – Unit 702a Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park. 
  
 RESOLVED – that the following response be forwarded to  

Durham County Council: 
 
 No comments or objections. 
  

 (e) Construction of canopy, external dust extraction system and new external ducting 
  – Units 2 to 5 Central Park, Redworth Way, Aycliffe Business Park. 
 

 RESOLVED – that the following response be forwarded to  
Durham County Council: 

 
 No comments or objections. 
 

 



101. LIST OF APPROVED APPLICATION DECISIONS 
 
 A list of approved applications was submitted for information. 
  
   RESOLVED –  
 
  (a) That the report be received. 
 
  (b) An officer to formally request that Stuart Timmiss and the Senior Planning 

 Officer for SW Durham  to attend the next Full Council meeting to explain 
 the rules that they are enforcing for making planning decisions, with reference 
 to the Great Aycliffe Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
102. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2018 at 6PM 
  

 
CHAIRMAN 


