
Minutes of the meeting of the RECREATION COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 
7th MARCH 2018 at 8.09 pm. 
   

PRESENT: Councillor B Hall, (Chairman) and Councillors 
Councillors Eddy Adam, M Ashcroft, Jim Atkinson, Derek G 
Atkinson, Kathy Beetham, P J Bergg, Bill Blenkinsopp, Mrs D 
Bowman, Arun M Chandran, B A Clare, J D Clare, J Clark, Mrs M 
Dalton, R S Fleming, I Gray, George C Gray, Mrs S Haigh,  
Dave Hardaker, K Henderson, Jed Hillary, M Iveson,  
Mrs S J Iveson, Mrs V M Raw and Sally Symons 
 

 OFFICIALS: Mr D Austin (Finance Manager) 
 Mr S Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 

 Mrs M J Robinson (Leisure & Environment Assistant) 
  Mrs J Thexton (Leisure Manager) 
 Mr L Williams (Grounds Maintenance Service Coordinator) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor P Symons 
 

94. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Wendy Hillary, 
Kate Hopper and Ken Robson. 

 
95. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 
96. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
97. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

98. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R S Fleming seconded by Councillor  
 M Ashcroft and  
 

  RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the 
Recreation Committee held on the 17th January 2018 be 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
99. FESTIVAL WORKING GROUP 
 
 The notes and recommendations of the Festival Working Group meeting held 

on 20th February 2018 were considered:  
 

a) The report be received. 
b) Advertising boards be placed in strategic locations in the Town. 
c) Street entertainment be provided when the Town Centre shop is 

being used for the promotion of the Festival. 
d) Aycliffe Radio be approached for coverage of the Festival. 

 



e) The Town Centre Management be approached to ascertain if it 
would be possible to use the Town Centre for the fairground. 

f) The Evening of Jazz event at The County, be allocated a grant of 
£400.00 

g) The Social Evening event at Aycliffe Village Hall be allocated a grant 
of £450.00 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor M Ashcroft seconded by Councillor  
 Kathy Beetham and 
 

  RESOLVED - that the notes and recommendations of 
the meeting of the Festival Working Group held on 20th 
February 2018 be confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 

 
100. OAKLEAF GOLF COMPLEX REPORT 
 
 The Town Clerk and Golf Administrator submitted a report for the period 

ending 18th February 2018.  The report gave comparisons of income from the 
corresponding periods in 2016 and 2017, and income and expenditure from 
shop sales. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be 

received. 
 
101. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX – USAGE COMPARISONS 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report which detailed the income and usage 

for the period ending 18th February 2018 and the same comparable period in 
2017.  

   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Future Usage Comparisons Reports include the Budgetary 

Control Report for the Sports Complex. 
 
102. SPORTS COMPLEX NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report which gave information about 

themed cuisine promotions for Valentines’ Day and Chinese New Year as well 
as planned events and room hire. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that:  
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. The Heelwork to Music event be authorised to proceed. 

 
103. SPORTS COMPLEX CARPETS – DEEP CLEAN 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report to update members on the planned 

carpet cleaning of the bar and function room. 
 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be 

received and approved. 
 
  



 
 
104. SPORTS COMPLEX CUSTOMER SURVEY RESULTS 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report and an analysis of the Customer 

Surveys carried out in the Oakleaf Sports Complex. 
 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be 

received. 
 
105. SPORTS COMPLEX BUSINESS SERVICE PLAN 2018/19 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report and The Service Plan for 2018 to 

2019. 
 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that  
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. The Plan be approved. 

 
106. PARKS UPDATE 

 
 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report which gave 

information about the new Cobblers Hall Play Area, and the Town Park Skate 
Park improvements as well as tree planting which had taken place in 
Simpasture and St Oswald’s Park. 

 
   RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the report be 

received. 
 
107. SENIOR CITIZENS’ EXCURSIONS 

 
 The Leisure and Environment Assistant submitted a report which gave details 

of quotations received for the coach provision for the 2018 Excursions. 
 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that  
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Lee’s Coaches be awarded the contract for non-wheelchair 

accessible transport. 
iii. Stanley Coaches be awarded the contract for the 

wheelchair accessible transport. 
 

108. GO RUN FOR FUN 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report to ask members to consider 

permitting the Aycliffe Go Run for Fun event to be held on the Oakleaf fields in 
2018. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that  
 
  i      The report be received. 

 ii     Permission to use the Oakleaf Fields for the Run be granted. 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


