
Minutes of the meeting of the RECREATION COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 
30th MAY 2017 at 7.19 p.m. 
   

PRESENT Councillor J P Hillary (Chairman) and  
Councillors M Ashcroft, Jim Atkinson, Derek G Atkinson, Kathy Beetham,  
P J Bergg, Bill Blenkinsopp, Mrs D Bowman, Arun M Chandran, J D Clare,  
J Clark, Mrs M Dalton, R S Fleming, I Gray, George C Gray, B Hall,  
Dave Hardaker, Jed Hillary, Wendy Hillary, Kate Hopper, M Iveson,  
Mrs S J Iveson, Ken Robson, Paul Symons and Sally Symons 

 
 

 OFFICIALS Mr D Austin (Finance Manager) 
 Mr S Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 

 Mrs M J Robinson (Leisure & Environment Assistant) 
  Mrs J Thexton (Leisure Manager) 

 Mr L Williams (Grounds Maintenance Service Coordinator) 
 
8. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Eddy Adam,  
 B A Clare, Mrs S Haigh and Mrs V M Raw. 
 
9. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 
10. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
11. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

12. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor M Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor  
 Jim Atkinson and 
 

  RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the 
Recreation Committee held on the 11th April 2018 and the 
meeting of the Special Meeting of the Recreation Committee 
held on the 18th April 2018 be confirmed as correct records 
and signed by the Chairman. 

 
13. EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor Bill Blenkinsopp, seconded by Councillor  
 M Ashcroft and 
 

  RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the 
Events Sub-Committee held on the 22nd May 2018 be 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 
subject to the following: 

 



i. That it be noted that Councillor M Ashcroft was 
appointed as Vice Chairman of the Events Sub-
Committee for 2018 – 2019. 
 

ii. That the Festival Budget overspend of approximately 
£1500 be considered for endorsement by the Policy 
and Resources Committee. 

 
14. OAKLEAF GOLF COMPLEX REPORT 
 
 The Town Clerk submitted a report for the period ending 20th May 2018.  The 

report gave comparisons of income from the corresponding periods in 2016 
and 2017 and income and expenditure from the Golf Shop. 

 
 The Golf Administrator advised of two thefts of range balls, new clothing and 

equipment which has been purchased for resale and of new targets and nets 
which were now in place on the driving range. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be 

received. 
 
 

15. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX – USAGE COMPARISONS 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report which detailed the income and usage 

for March and April 2018 and the same periods in 2017.  
 
    RESOLVED – that it be recommended that:-  
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Figures for attendance in the Function Room be better 

interpreted in future reports. 
iii. The key to graphs be enlarged to be readable. 

iv. The officer investigate the negative figure (-29) on General 
Sports Hall Hire and advise members at the next meeting of the 
Recreation Committee. 

 
 

16. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
  
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report which advised of initiatives and 

special offers which are to take place to promote the Oakleaf facilities. 
 
 The report also requested that members consider a request by Newton 

Aycliffe Running Club to allow Barista Sister Limited (a mobile coffee vendor) 
to attend Horndale Park for the 10k Run. 

 
   RESOLVED -  that it be recommended that:-  
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Barista Sisters be permitted to attend the 10k Run to sell soft 

drinks. 
iii. Officers, in conjunction with the Chairman, negotiate a ground 

rent for Barista Sisters Ltd. 
 

  



17. PARKS UPDATE 
 

 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report which detailed the 
checks and repairs carried out in the parks, resurfacing of Horndale Car Park, 
safety surfacing overlays at the Town Park and Moore Lane Park.  The report 
also advised of tree removal at West Park. 

 
 The Works and Environment Manager reported verbally of an occurrence of a 

number of hypodermic syringes found in a litter bin by the Burn in Humphrey 
Close. 

 
   RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:-  
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Steps be taken to deter users from depositing sharps objects in 

litter bins by working with the police and Durham County 
enforcement officers. 

iii. The matter be publicised in Newton News.   
 

18. FOOTBALL/RUGBY PITCH UPDATE 
 
 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report which asked 

members to consider the allocation of football/rugby pitches for the 2018/19 
season.  

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that:-  

 
i. The report be received. 
ii. The rugby posts be returned to Newton Aycliffe Sports Club. 
iii. The configuration for Moore Lane Pitch as it was prior to the 

addition of the rugby pitch, ie one pitch sited on the former all-
weather hockey pitch. 

iv. The sports pitch allocation for 2018/19 be as follows: 
v. Officers be authorised to allocated vacant pitches if any further 

applications are received. 
 

Pitch Football Club 

Sports Complex 1a Newton Aycliffe Youth FC 

Sports Complex 1b Newton Aycliffe Youth FC 

Sports Complex 2 Newton Aycliffe Youth FC 

Sports Complex 3 Newton Aycliffe Youth FC 

Sports Complex 4 Newton Aycliffe Youth FC 

Simpasture Park 1a The Iron Horse FC 

Simpasture Park 1b Vacant 

Moore Lane 1a Newton Aycliffe Sports Club FC 

Moore Lane 1b Gretna FC 

Moore Lane Rugby Not required 

 
  



19. GOLF BUGGY PROCUREMENT 
 
 The Grounds Maintenance Service Coordinator submitted a report which 

requested members to consider the options to replace three of the golf 
buggies.  

 
   RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:- 
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. The purchase of 3 EZ-Go Petrol buggies at a cost of £10,050 be 

authorised. 
 
20. TOWN PARK SKATE PARK 
 
 The Grounds Maintenance Service Coordinator submitted a report which 

requested members to consider the purchase of replacement skate park 
equipment for the Town Park. 

 
   RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:- 
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Consideration of the proposed purchase of skate park equipment 

be postponed until the next meeting of the Recreation Committee, 
pending discussion at the forthcoming Asset Management 
Working Group. 

 
21. NEWTON AYCLIFFE YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB DEFIBRILLATOR 
 

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report which gave 
members information regarding the installation requirements of a defibrillator 
for School Aycliffe Pavilion and asked members to consider whether an 
electricity supply should be provided for the machine. 

 
   RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:- 
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Installation of a power source for the machine be authorised. 

 
22. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX BAR PRICES REVIEW 
 

The Finance Manager and Leisure Manager submitted a report to request 
members to consider the proposed changes to prices in response to duty 
increases and the impact of the new ‘sugar tax’.  
 

   RESOLVED - that it be recommended that: 
 

i. The report be received. 
ii. Increased bar prices be agreed. 
iii. The increases be implemented on Friday 15th June 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


