
Minutes of a Meeting of the POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE held in 
the Council Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on 
WEDNESDAY, 12th SEPTEMBER 2018 at 7.15 p.m. 
 
PRESENT Councillor R S Fleming (Chairman) and  
 Councillors M Ashcroft, Kathy Beetham, P J Bergg,  
 B Blenkinsopp, Mrs D Bowman, Arun M Chandran, Mrs B A Clare, 

J D Clare, J Clark, Mrs M Dalton, I Gray, G  C Gray, Mrs S Haigh, 
B Hall, D Hardaker,  Mrs I Hewitson, Mrs V M Raw, K Robson,  

 Mrs S A Symons and P Symons. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE Councillor K Henderson 
  
OFFICERS  Mr A Bailey (Town Clerk) 
 Mrs C Walton (Corporate and Policy Officer) 
  Mr D Austin (Finance Manager) 
  Mrs M J Robinson (Leisure & Environment Assistant) 
         

 31.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillors Eddy Adam and 
Jim Atkinson, Jed Hillary, Wendy Hillary, Kate Hopper, M Iveson and  
Mrs S J Iveson. 
 

32. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 

 
33. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
Declaration of interest submitted by Councillors Mrs B A Clare, J D Clare, 
J Clark and D Hardaker as members of The Friends of Stockton and Darlington 
Railway and Councillor Mrs M Dalton as a member of the Rotary Club of 
Newton Aycliffe.   
 

34. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions from the public. 

 
35. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor B Hall seconded by Councillor  P Symons and 
 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Policy and 
Resources Committee held on the 18th July 2018 be confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
36. SERVICE REVIEW WORKING GROUP 
 
 The notes and following recommendations from the meeting of the Service 

Review Working Group held on the 12th July 2018 were submitted for 
consideration:- 

 
i) That no approach be made to a leisure consultant. 

 



 ii) That a condition survey of the Oakleaf Sports Complex be 
 commissioned. 

 
 iii) That the Town Clerk obtain quotes for a condition survey from 

 appropriate surveyors.  
 
 iv) That the Town Clerk and Leisure Manager discuss the provision of 

 activities within the Complex. 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor D Hardaker, seconded by Councillor W M 

Blenkinsopp and 
 
   RESOLVED – that the notes and recommendations from Service 

Review Working Group held on the 12th July 2018 be confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
37. AUDIT, RISK AND GDPR SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor P J Bergg, seconded by Councillor D Hardaker 

and 
    RESOLVED – as follows: 
 

(i) That the minutes of the meeting of the Audit, Risk and GDPR Sub-
Committee held on the 25th July 2018 be received, and 

 
 (ii) That the said minutes be approved and adopted subject to the 

date on the minutes being in the year 2018. 
   

38. ACCOUNTS CONTROL SHEETS 
 

Accounts control sheets for the period 13th July 2018 to the 31st August 2018 
and the General Bank Accounts for July 2018 were submitted. 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the accounts control 

sheets for the period 13th July 2018 to the 31st August 2018 and the 
General Bank Accounts for July 2018 be received. 

 
39. GRANTS / DONATIONS 

 
The Town Clerk had submitted a report which gave the current donation budget 
for this financial year as £2,966. 
 
The following applications had been received for consideration:- 
 
(a) Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe 
 
(b) Friends of the Stockton and Darlington Railway 
 
(c) Aycliffe Village WW1 Event 
 
Letter of Thanks 
 
A letter of thanks had been received from Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation 
Society for the Council’s donation of £250. 
  



Aycliffe Youth Council 
 
The current donation budget for Aycliffe Youth Council’s Financial Year is 
£540.00.    
 
There had been no requests for donations. 
  
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 
(i) Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe 
 
 That an amount of £150.00 be donated to the Rotary Club of Newton 

Aycliffe. 
 
(ii) Friends of the Stockton and Darlington Railway 
 

a. That an amount of £50.00 be donated to the Friends of the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway. 

 
b. That a Corporate Membership be taken out  

 
(i) Aycliffe Village WW1 Event 
 
 That an amount of £200.00 be donated to the Aycliffe Village History 

Society. 
 
(iii) That the letter of thanks from Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation 

Society be acknowledged. 
 
(v) That the information in respect of the Youth Council be received. 
 

40. 2019/20 BUDGET FRAMEWORK AND TIMETABLE 
 
 The Finance Manager had submitted a report to seek approval from members 

of the proposed Framework and Timetable for setting of the Council’s 2019/20 
Revenue and Capital Programme Budgets.  The report explained how the 
Framework and Timetable links to the Medium Term Financial Plan’s strategy 
and the framework it provides for forecasting the Council’s Revenue and Capital 
Budgets. 

 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
 
 (i) That the report be received. 
 

(ii) That the 2019/20 Budget Framework and Timetable be accepted. 
 

 
41. MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN AMENDMENT 
 
 The Finance Manager submitted a report which advised of an omission of 

£40,000 from the Plan for West Park toddler’s play area.   
 
 The Finance Manager requested that the Medium Term Financial Plan be 

amended to include the additional £40,000 for the potential installation of a 
toddler’s play area at West Park. 
 



    RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
 
 (i) That the report be received. 
 

(ii) That the Medium Term Financial Plan be amended to include £40,000 for 
the potential installation of the play area to the Capital Programme 
Budget forecast in the 2018/2023 Medium Term Financial Plan. 

 
42. GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS  
 
 A report from the Management Team was submitted to members to update 

them on actions taken by managers and work with partners being undertaken to 
help to ensure that the Council was becoming compliant with GDPR regulations.   

 
The report advised that training had taken place, key documents and policies 
written and security measures taken to ensure that the Council is endeavouring 
to comply with the regulations as far as possible at present. 
 

    RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

43. AYCLIFFE RADIO  
 
 A request had been received from Aycliffe Radio which requested that the 

Council send a letter in support of its application for a DAB Broadcast 
Community License be sent to Ofcom. 
 

    RESOLVED – that it be recommended: 
 
 (i) That the report be received. 
 

(ii) That a letter be sent to Aycliffe Radio CIC in support of its application for 
a DAB Broadcast Community License 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 


