ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2019

Minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held in the Council Chamber,
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on Wednesday, 4" September

2019 a5t 7.15 p.m.
PRESENT
Councillor M. Ashcroft, (Chairman) and:
Councillors Eddy Adam, Derek G. Atkinson, Jim Atkinson,
Kathy Beetham, Bill Blenkinsopp, Mrs D. Bowman, Arun M.
Chandran, B.A. Clare, J.D. Clare, J. Clark, Mrs M. Dalton, R.S.
Fleming, George C. Gray, Mrs S. Haigh, B. Hall, Jed Hillary, Kate
Hopper, M. Iveson, Mrs S.J. Iveson, Mrs V.M. Raw, Paul Symons
and Sally Symons
OFFICERS
Mr A Bailey (Town Clerk)
Mr S. Cooper (Works and Environment Manager)
Miss A. Donald (Town Clerk’s PA)
Mrs J. Thexton (Leisure Manager)
Mr L. Williams (Grounds Maintenance Service Coordinator)
26. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

27.

28.

29.

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor P.J. Bergg, |I.
Gray, Dave Hardaker, Wendy Hillary and Ken Robson.

MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS

No applications for dispensations had been received.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were two questions from members of the public:

i) A representative from the Friends of Aycliffe Nature Park asked about
additional security to deal with anti-social behaviour in the area. It was
also requested that a large section of hawthorn hedging, which had been
removed, be replaced to ensure continuing biodiversity.

The Works and Environment Manager stated that the Council’'s Park Patrol
operatives attended the area regularly and liaised closely with the police. Anti-
social behaviour was an ongoing problem and the Friends group was requested
to inform the Council of incidents as they occurred.

The hawthorn hedge was on land owned and developed by Livin. The hedge
issue had already been raised with Livin as a concern and would be the subject
of a further follow-up.



30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

i) A resident of Aycliffe Village raised an objection to a footpath which had
been re-aligned and upgraded in the village. The path had encroached
on registered village green, which was protected by law. In addition, it
was felt that a proposed handrail to accompany the path was
inappropriate and not required.

This would be dealt with under Item 9 of the agenda.
MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor M. lveson, seconded by Councillor R.S. Fleming,
and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meetings of the Environment
Committee, held on the 10" July 2019, be confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

ALLOTMENTS REPORT

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted an Allotments
Inspection Report for the period ending 25" August 2019, which advised of
maintenance and waiting list figures. It was suggested that plot 27 at St
Oswald’s Allotments be increased in size by incorporating part of the former
waste tipping bay. This would enable a new tenant to install a
shed/greenhouse.

RESOLVED —that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.
i) Plot 27 at St Oswald’s be increased in size as per the officer’s
recommendation.

ENVIRONMENT REPORT

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report for the period ending
31st August 2019 to update members on environment maintenance and events.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the report be received.
CEMETERIES REPORT
The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report for the
period ending 315t August 2019 giving information regarding burials and grants
of grave spaces which had been issued.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the report be received.
HANDRAIL PROPOSAL
The Town Clerk and Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a
report asking members to consider the installation of a 12.3m long handrail

adjacent to a footpath from High Street to The Wynd, Aycliffe Village. Members
were also advised that the footpath had been re-aligned and upgraded by



35.

36.

37.

Durham County Council. Part of the re-alignment was on land under the
ownership of the Town Council, which had not given permission for the works,
and it was also an encroachment of village green VG64, which has statutory
protection against such encroachment.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.

i)  Durham County Council be requested to remove the path back
to its original alignment and reinstate the village green.

iii)  No handrail be installed.

FORMER HEDGE - STEPHENSON WAY CEMETERY

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report requesting members
to consider long-term management options regarding the area of land where a
large Leylandii hedge was removed at Stephenson Way Cemetery.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.

i) A privet hedge be planted and maintained.

iii)  Spring bulbs be planted adjacent to the hedge.

iv)  Officers contact Durham County Council regarding external
landscaping to the boundary fence.

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT GARDEN COMPETITION

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report regarding this year’s
Community Enhancement Garden Competition.

RESOLVED - it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.

i)  Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Environment Committee
and officers be thanked for visiting each of the nominated
gardens.

PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee held on 17t July
2019 were considered. It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by
Councillor B. Hall, and

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the minutes be
received.

CHAIRMAN.
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