
Big enough to matter
Small enough to care



OUTSIDE BODIES LIST FOR 2019/20
(a) Youth Council
 Councillors Jim Atkinson and Derek G. Atkinson 
	 together	with	the	Corporate	and	Policy	Officer.
(b) County Durham Association of Local Councils
 Councillors R.S. Fleming, M. Iveson and the Town 
 Clerk.
(c)	 Aycliffe	Village	Community	Association
 Councillor Bill Blenkinsopp.
(d)	 Woodham	Village	Community	Association	
 Councillors K. Henderson and B.A. Clare.
(e)	 Great	Aycliffe	and	Middridge	Local	Councils’	
	 Committee	
 Councillors R.S. Fleming, B. Hall and the Town Clerk.
(f)	 Larger	Local	Councils’	Forum
 Councillors R.S. Fleming and M. Iveson and 
 the Town Clerk.
(g)	 Newton	Aycliffe	Bus	Preservation	Society
 Councillor I. Gray.
(h)	 Friends	of	Byerley	Park	Local	Nature	Reserve
 Councillor I. Gray.
(i)	 Friends	of	Stockton	and	Darlington	Railway
 Councillor Dave Hardaker.
(j)	 GAMP	Community	Safety	Task	Officer
 Councillor B. Hall.

29th May 2019  Environment  7.15 p.m.
29th May 2019    Recreation  * 7.15 p.m. 
5th June 2019    Policy & Resources     7.15 p.m.
12th June 2019    Full Council                 7.15 p.m.

10th July  2019    Environment                 7.15 p.m.
10th July  2019    Recreation              *    7.15 p.m. 
17th July  2019    Policy & Resources      7.15 p.m.
24th July  2019    Full Council                  7.15 p.m.

4th Sept. 2019    Environment                 7.15 p.m.
4th Sept. 2019    Recreation              *    7.15 p.m.
11th  Sept. 2019    Policy & Resources      7.15 p.m.
18th Sept. 2019    Full Council                  7.15 p.m.

16th Oct. 2019     Environment                  7.15 p.m.
16th Oct. 2019     Recreation           *    7.15 p.m.
23rd Oct. 2019     Policy & Resources    7.15 p.m. 
30th Oct. 2019     Full Council                  7.15 p.m.

27th Nov. 2019     Environment                   7.15 p.m.
27th Nov. 2019     Recreation                *    7.15 p.m.
4th Dec. 2019     Policy & Resources        7.15 p.m.
11th Dec. 2019     Full Council                    7.15 p.m.

15th Jan. 2020     Environment                   7.15 p.m.
15th Jan. 2020     Recreation                *     7.15 p.m.
22nd Jan. 2020     Policy & Resources        7.15 p.m.
29th Jan.  2020     Full Council                    7.15 p.m.

26th Feb. 2020    Environment                    7.15 p.m.
26th Feb. 2020    Recreation                 *    7.15 p.m.
4th Mar. 2020    Policy & Resources         7.15 p.m.
11th  Mar. 2020    Full Council                     7.15 p.m.

8th  Apr. 2020    Environment                    7.15 p.m.
8th  Apr. 2020    Recreation                *     7.15 p.m.
15th  Apr. 2020    Policy & Resources         7.15 p.m.
22nd Apr. 2020    Full Council                     7.15 p.m.





4.  2019/20 Council Tax 
 
The 2019/20 Band D Town Council Tax is £244.59 per year.  
 
This represented an increase of 4.99% on the 2018/19 Council Tax. 
 
However, it is important to note that around 60% of the properties in Great Aycliffe 
fall within Council Tax Band A and pay only two thirds of the Band D Council Tax.  
 
The 2019/20 Band A Council Tax is £163.06 per year which equates to around 
£14 per month. This is an increase of £7.75 per year or 65p per month. 
 
A breakdown of the 2019/20 Council Tax is shown below demonstrating that 11p in 
every £1 of the total Council Tax comes to the Town Council:- 
 

 
 
5.  2019/20 Capital Programme Budget 
 
The Council will continue to make capital investment in order to deliver the Council’s 
Asset Management Plan and invest in community assets.  
 
The Capital Programme Budget for 2019/20 currently stands at £275,750. 
 
The budget includes provision for various building works, replacement works 
vehicles and machinery, information technology improvements, footpath repairs and 
play area safety surfacing replacement. 
 
The budget provides for a lower level of investment than has been the case in recent 
years, linked to the need to more closely control capital spending to help maintain 
and protect the Council’s balances and reserves for as long as possible. 
 
The Capital Programme Budget will be funded from the Council’s Earmarked 
Capital Reserves which are set aside for this purpose.  
 
6.  Council Balances and Earmarked Reserves 
 
The Council’s Balances and Earmarked Reserves stood at £1.128 million at the 
31st March 2019. This is much better than anticipated and is as a result of the 
savings delivered on the Council’s Revenue Budget and lower than expected 
spending on the Capital Programme Budget last year. 
 
This is considered to be an adequate level of reserves to fund capital spending 
commitments for the foreseeable future and to provide some protection against 
future revenue budget pressures and possible cuts to funding. 

 

7.  2017/18 and 2018/19 Actual Revenue Spending 
 
A summary of the Council’s actual expenditure in 2017/18 and 2018/19 in running its 
various services, and how this expenditure was funded is detailed below:- 
 

2017/18 £ Service Area  2018/19 £ 
56,937 Members and Civic Expenses 56,421 

400,611 Corporate Management, Finance and Administration 397,574 
31,290 Capital Financing Charges 34,485 

149,132 St Oswald’s Pre Schools 196,046 
114,832 Community Events  142,158 
661,775 Sports Complex 678,525 
256,211 Golf Course and Driving Range 284,630 
197,239 Parks, Sports Pitches and Play Areas 219,860 
273,036 Environment, Works and Street Equipment 266,218 
81,804 Cemeteries 92,600 
21,846 Allotments 27,780 

745 Contingency Sum 1,303 
17,479 Elections - 

2,262,937 Total Cost of Running Council Services 2,397,600 
   
 Less Income  

(191,733) Council Tax Support Grant  (172,992) 
(132,949) Pre School Funding and Fees (183,513) 
(398,527) Sports Complex Fees and Charges  (433,971) 
(180,107) Golf Course and Driving Range Fees and Charges (212,336) 
(32,295) Cemeteries Fees (40,870) 
(6,896) Allotments Rents (6,991) 

(27,328) Other Income (25,479) 
(17,479) Use of Balances (Elections and Neighbourhood Plan) - 
(4,160) Investment Income (10,056) 

(991,474) Total Income (1,086,208) 
   

1,271,463 Actual Net Cost of Council Services 1,311,392 
   

182,037 Contribution to Council Balances / Savings 259,608 
   

1,453,500 Council Precept / Council Tax  1,571,000 
 
 

The financial position and spending of the Council is continuously monitored and 
controlled in order to help achieve the most efficient use of public resources and, as 
can be seen above, this prudent management of the Council’s spending has 
resulted in significant savings being achieved in both 2017/18 and 2018/19.  
 
Spending in 2018/19 was £260,000 or 16.5% under the level of Precept. The 
main reasons for this saving were the budgeted contribution to capital reserves, 
limited use of the contingency sum, delayed implementation of the staff grading 
restructure, savings from staff turnover, vacant posts and flexible retirements, and a 
significant increase in pre-school, sports complex and golf complex income. 
 
All savings achieved on the Revenue Budget are set aside in the Council’s 
Earmarked Reserves to provide for further investment in Council and community 
assets for the benefit of the tax payers of Great Aycliffe over the coming years. 
 

8.  2017/18 and 2018/19 Actual Capital Investment 
 
A summary of the Council’s capital investment in Council and community assets in 
2017/18 and 2018/19, and how this expenditure was funded is detailed below:- 
 

2017/18 £ Investment Area  
 

2018/19 £ 
   

22,235 Council Building Works and Improvements 41,937 
140,014 Replacement Vehicles, Machinery and Equipment 96,461 

9,712 Information Technology and Office Equipment 16,236 
8,717 Parks and Play Area Improvements 281,857 
3,065 Infrastructure Works (Drainage, Footpaths) 24,920 
1,050 Street Equipment (Bus Shelters, Seats, Bins, Fencing) 1,783 

184,793 Total Capital Investment 463,194 
   

 Funded by:-  
- Capital Contributions  87,000 

184,793 Use of Council Balances  376,194 
184,793 Funding of Capital Investment 463,194 

 

 
9. Annual Return and External Audit Report 
 
The Council completes an Annual Return each year comprising its Accounting 
Statements, Annual Governance Statement and Internal Auditors Report. 
 
The Annual Return is reviewed by the Council’s external auditors and an opinion is 
provided on whether the Council has prepared the accounts and governance 
statement in accordance with statutory requirements and proper practices for town 
and parish councils. 
   
The Council is pleased to report that the external auditors did not raise any 
issues of concern in respect of the 2017/18 Annual Return. 
 
The 2017/18 Audited Annual Return to the Council is available to view at the Council 
Offices or on the Council’s website.   
 
 
 

In overall terms, the Council’s 2019/20 Net Revenue Budget, as represented by 
the Precept has increased by £90,050 or 5.7%, from £1,571,000 in 2018/19 to 
£1,661,050 in 2019/20. 
 
This increase in the Precept has been agreed firstly in order to ensure that all 
services can continue to be provided to the standard expected by the residents of 
Great Aycliffe next year, secondly to provide a firm foundation and some surplus 
resources to meet the increases in running costs and cuts to funding that lie further 
ahead, and lastly to increase the Council’s capacity to replenish its balances and 
reserves moving forward. 
 
The following table provides a summary of the Council’s 2019/20 spending plans:- 
 
2019/20 Revenue Budget Summary 
 
Service Area  
 

2019/20 
Budget £ 

  
Members and Civic Expenses 71,750 
Corporate Management, Finance and Administration 454,650 
Capital Financing Charges  33,900 
Pre Schools 231,950 
Community Events  145,250 
Sports Complex 717,350 
Golf Course and Driving Range 298,600 
Environment and Open Spaces 97,850 
Parks, Sports Pitches and Play Areas 225,200 
Works and Depot  204,700 
Street Equipment 6,550 
Cemeteries 98,250 
Allotments 26,750 
Contingency Sum 12,500 
Total Cost of Running Town Council Services 2,625,250 
  
Capital Programme Investment in Council Assets 275,750 
Contribution to Capital Reserves 75,000 
  
Total Planned Revenue and Capital Spending  2,976,000 
  
Less Income  
Council Tax Support Grant (161,850) 
Pre-School Funding and Fees (185,750) 
Sports Complex Fees and Charges  (406,850) 
Golf Course and Driving Range Fees and Charges (204,750) 
Cemeteries and Allotments Fees and Charges  (50,650) 
Feed in Tariff Income from Solar Panels (11,250) 
Other Income (10,850) 
Investment Income (7,250) 
Total Income (1,039,200) 
  
Less Use of Council Balances - Capital Programme (275,750) 
  
Net Budget Requirement / Council Precept 1,661,050 

 


