
Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 
10th JULY 2019 at 7.15 p.m. 
 
  PRESENT Councillor M Ashcroft, (Chairman) and  

Councillors Eddy Adam, Jim Atkinson, Derek G Atkinson, 
Kathy Beetham, P J Bergg, Bill Blenkinsopp, Mrs D Bowman, 
Arun M Chandran, B A Clare, J D Clare, J Clark, Mrs M Dalton, 
R S Fleming, I Gray, George C Gray, B Hall, Dave Hardaker, 
Jed Hillary, Wendy Hillary, Kate Hopper, M Iveson,  
Mrs S J Iveson, Mrs V M Raw, Ken Robson and Paul Symons  

 
OFFICIALS Mr A Bailey (Town Clerk) 
 Mr S Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mrs M J Robinson (Leisure & Environment Assistant) 
 Mrs J Thexton (Leisure Manager) 
 Mr L Williams (Grounds Maintenance Service Coordinator) 
 

15. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs S Haigh 
and Sally Symons. 
 

16. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 
17. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.   
 
18. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

19. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor R S Fleming, seconded by Councillor M Iveson 

and 
 

  RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meetings of the 
Environment Committee held on the 15th May and 29th May 
2019 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
20. ALLOTMENT REPORT 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted an Allotments’ 
Inspection Report for the period ending 30th June 2019 which advised of 
maintenance, waiting list figures and that six tenants had been served with 
Notices Determining Tenancy.  The report also highlighted that a wooden fence 
on the south side of St Oswald’s Allotment site was in need of attention. 



    RESOLVED –it be recommended that:  
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) A site visit be arranged for members to St Oswald’s Allotment 

Site. 
 
21. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

 
 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report for the period ending 

30th June 2019 to update members on environment maintenance, events and 
repairs to fencing caused by a vehicle collision. 

 
 The report also advised that 30 Giant Hogweed plants had been removed and 

poisoned along Woodham Burn and that large sections of Himalayan Balsam 
had been cleared from the full stretch of Woodham Burn. 

 
    RESOLVED - it be recommended that:  

 
i) The report be received. 
ii) A letter of thanks be sent to the schools who took part in the litter 

pick event. 
 

22. CEMETERIES REPORT 
 

 The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report for the 
period ending 30th June 2019 giving information regarding burials and grants of 
grave spaces which had been issued.  

 
RESOLVED - it be recommended that the report be received. 

 
23. ASH DIEBACK 
 
 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report which updated 

members about Chalara Ash Dieback in the Parish.  
 

RESOLVED - it be recommended that:  
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) An action plan be produced to identify potentially dangerous Ash 

trees near highways and properties in the Parish and to establish 
a cost to enable funding to be available from ongoing 
maintenance. 

iii) A large article be placed in the next Newsletter to advise the 
public of Ash Dieback in Newton Aycliffe and to inform them of 
possible tree felling which may be necessary and the reasons 
behind it. 

iv) Place editorial in the Newton News to raise public awareness of 
Ash Dieback in the Parish. 

v) Establish if government funding is available for planting 
replacement trees. 
 
 



24. SCHOOL AYCLIFFE TREES – HAZELRIGG CLOSE 
 
 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report to advise of an issue 

regarding trees at the rear of Hazelrigg Close. 
 

RESOLVED - it be recommended that:  
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The damaged trees be pollarded. 
iii) The criminal damage of the trees be publicised and to advise the 

public that prosecutions will be undertaken if the offender(s) are 
discovered. 

iv) An advisory leaflet drop in the area be undertaken. 
v) A copse be established in the area of the damaged trees. 

 
25. MEMORIAL SEATING 
 
 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report to request members 

to consider the options regarding replacement memorial benches for St Clare’s 
Aycliffe Angels’ Memorial Area. 

 
RESOLVED - it be recommended that:  
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) Local fabrication companies be contacted to ascertain if they are 

able to provide a bespoke seat with a VE Day theme. 
iii) A further report be brought to committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 


