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1.0 Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to consider whether the Council should enter into an 

agreement with Newton Aycliffe Youth Football Club (NAYFC) to enable the club to apply 
for additional funding from the Football Foundation to assist in the ongoing maintenance 
and improvements of the football pitches at the Oakleaf. 
 

2.0 Background Information 
 
2.1 The Council was approached by Newton Aycliffe Youth Football Club on Thursday 9th 

January 2020 following a meeting they had attended with the Football Foundation and 
Durham FA. 

 
2.2 The aim of the meeting was to launch a new initiative in the area to improve the quality of 

grass pitches around the Country. 
 
2.3 As a charter club Newton Aycliffe Youth Football Club would be eligible to apply for the 

investment to improve the quality of the pitches the teams play on at the Oakleaf. 
 
3.0 Further Consideration 
 
3.1 The football club would be eligible for a grant of up to £11,025 per year ex VAT to assist 

in the improved maintenance of the football pitches at the Oakleaf. This maximum grant 
would be payable in years one and two. Funding would drop to 66% of this full amount in 
years three and four. Years five and six the grant payable would be 33% reducing to nil 
funding years 7 to 10. It was verbally stated that it would be intention of the club to 
continue to pay for ongoing maintenance as recommended by the Institute of 
Groundsmanship inspection when this agreement expires. 

 
3.2 Any grant received would be payable  to the Football Club, who would be responsible for 

the appointing of appropriately qualified grounds contractors, subject to the Councils 
Approval. 

 
3.3 The Council would be required to undertake the same level of maintenance on the pitches 

as currently completed.  
 
3.4 The additional funds could therefore be potentially used to employ contractors to complete 

additional pitch maintenance which may include slitting, fertilising, selective herbicides, 
scarification, aeration and over seeding.  

 
3.5 To be eligible for the grant, NAYFC would need to enter into a written agreement with the 

Council. There is no requirement for a lease. 
 



3.6 NAYFC would enter into a 10-year agreement with the Football Foundation ‘to use their 
best endeavours to improve the grass pitches at the Oakleaf’. 

 
3.7 As part of the agreement the Council would need to agree that NAYFC would be the 

preferred club on these pitches during the 10-year agreement. It should be noted that 
Council will still be letting the pitches on a seasonal basis. 

 
3.8 Any agreement will not restrict the Councils right to stage other activities, events and 

sports such as the ‘Go Run For Fun’ schools run and fireworks display or similar Council 
events. 

  
4.0 Policy Implications 
 
4.1 This complies with the Council’s Aims and Targets No. 2: - 

Aim No. 2. -To Manage the Council’s Finances and Assets in a Responsible Manner 
 

5.0 Staffing Implications 
 
5.1 Staff would be required to work with the football club to ensure appropriate contractors 

were appointed and necessary health and safety restrictions were adhered to. 
 
6.0 Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There would be limited financial implications to the Council, the only potential implication 

is the potential loss of income resulting from restricting some of the pitches to the 
subsidised junior pitch rates.  However, it should be noted that currently the Youth 
Football clubs are expanding in numbers and the Sunday league teams are reducing in 
numbers. 
 

7.0 Crime and Disorder Implications 
 
7.1 None 
 
8.0 Equal Opportunity Implications 
 
8.1 None 
 
9.0 Environment Implications 
 
9.1 The Council would need to work with Contractors to ensure appropriate herbicides were 

used and appropriate safety safe guards are adhered to. 
 
10.0 Risk Assessment 
 
10.1 It is not considered that the matter contained in this report poses a risk to health and 

safety of staff or to the financial or public standing of the Council to a degree that a risk 
assessment should be appended to this report. 

 
11.0 General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
 

11.1 Is any personal or sensitive data required for this proposal which 

 may have any implications for GDPR?                NO 

 



12.0 Recommendations 
 
12.1 It is recommended that: 

• Members receive the report 

• Members advise as to whether the Council should be entering into an 
agreement with the Football Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Works and Environment Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Appendix 1 
 

EXAMPLE OF AGREEMENT PROPOSED 
 

Grass Pitch Improvement Funding 
Site Owner and Site User Grass Pitch Maintenance Agreement 

Guidance Notes 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This guidance has been developed to guide both site owners and site users (Football Clubs or Leagues) 
who wish to work in partnership to improve the quality of the Grass Football Pitches. 
 
This document includes the following guidance: 

• Sample Site Owner and Site User Grass Pitch Maintenance Agreement 

• Sample Contractor Tender Form 

• Sample Contractor Method Statement 

• Sample Grounds Risk Assessment 
 
Sample Site Owner and Site User Grass Pitch Maintenance Agreement 
This agreement details the responsibilities of the site owners and site users (Football Clubs). It should be 
used as a template and can be edited to suit individual circumstances. It is separate to any existing 
lease or hire agreement a football club might have but it should be used to ensure that additional 
maintenance works can take place safely on the site. 
 
In addition to the agreement the following should be appended to it: 

• A pitch layout plan of the XZY site showing the pitches which are part of the agreement. 

• A copy of the Grass Pitch Assessment Report. 
 
The contractor carrying out the maintenance work as part of the agreement should supply the following 
documents to the Football Club and Site Owner: 

• Method Statement 

• Insurance 

• Risk Assessment  

• Operative Qualifications 

• Product details/specification 

• Safeguarding Certificates (if required) 
 
Sample Contractor Tender, Contractor Method Statement & Grounds Risk Assessment templates 
 
The Sample Contractor Tender template can be used as a guide by clubs to tender to contractors for 
maintenance procedures. This information would be developed at quotation/tender stage with guidance 
provided by the IOG Regional Pitch Advisor and County Football Association Facility and Investment Lead. 
It should be used as a template and can be edited to suit individual circumstances. 
The Contractor Method Statement & Grounds Risk Assessment templates are examples that can be 
used by clubs to check that a contractor tendering for the work is supplying the right level of information. 
 
 
 
Sample Site Owner and Site User Grass Pitch Maintenance Agreement 
This document will need to be edited and agreed by the Site Owner and Site User 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This agreement has been developed to guide both site owners and site users (football clubs) who wish to 
work in partnership to improve the quality of the Grass Football Pitches. It aims to set out the 
responsibilities of a Club wishing to improve grass football pitches where the pitches are under different 
ownership such as a Local Authority, School, Town and Parish Councils. It is important for all partners to 
work together to achieve the common goal of improving the quality of Grass Football Pitches 
 



This agreement relates only to the improvement of the grass football pitches at the named site. Other 
agreements may exist for other facilities on the site and they might be subject to other agreements. 
 
ETHOS AND PURPOSE OF THE AGREEMENT 
 
To establish an agreement setting out the roles and responsibilities of each partner to enable them to 
achieve common aims and objectives to improve the quality of grass pitches at XYZ site. 
 
It will set out the role of the Football Club and its contractors and the information required by the Site Owner 
so that additional maintenance procedures to be carried out safely. 
 
This agreement can be varied to best meet each partner needs and should be used to develop a clear 
understanding of roles and responsibilities and should be developed in good faith and used as a working 
partnership document. 
 
The Football Club in the agreement has agreed to sign up to receive Football Foundation Grant Aid for the 
duration of 10 years to improve the quality of the Grass Football Pitches at the named site. 
 
GENERAL CONTEXT OF PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT  
This agreement is not a lease, it is an agreement for the named club to carry out additional maintenance 
procedures to improve the quality of pitches at XYZ site. The site owner is encouraged to ensure that the 
Football Club partner has priority access to pitch bookings. 
 
THIS AGREEMENT is dated XXXXX 
 
BETWEEN: 
 

(1) Site Owner - xxxx Local Authority/School/Club – correspondence address 

(2) Football Club – yyyy FC, correspondence address 
 
yyyy Football Club be signing up for a period of up to 10 years to the Football Foundation to use their best 
endeavors to improve the grass pitches at XYZ site. 
 
KEY CONTACTS 
 

(1) Key Contact for Site Owner - xxxx Local Authority/School/Club – correspondence address and contact 
details 

(2) Key Contact for Football Club – yyyy FC, correspondence address and contact details 
 
Add more contact details if required 
 
KEY INFORMATION 
 

(A) xxxxx is the owner of XYZ site by the way of Freehold or Leasehold  
 

(B) If leasehold, please state the length of the lease 
 

(C) The football pitches at XYZ site are used by yyyy football club. 
 

(D) The parties enter into this agreement in order to set out the terms upon which the Club shall engage 
a contractor to carry out works or carry out the work to improve the quality of the grass football 
pitches. 
 

(E) It is advised that the partners in this agreement meet regularly and agree a reporting system to 
ensure that each partner is kept informed of works.  

 
THE SITE 
 
A pitch layout plan of the XZY site is attached in Appendix A. 
 



KEY PARTNER ROLES 
 
Site Owner 
 
The site owner is responsible for the following: 
 

• Giving its permission for yyyy football club to carry improvement works to the pitches on XYZ site as 
set out the Grass Pitch Assessment report (and in line with their funding agreement with the 
Football Foundation – delete if not applicable). 
 

• The site owner shall provide an agreed schedule of maintenance to the club that clearly outlines the 
tasks and frequency for what the site owner is responsible for on an annual basis. 
 

• If the site is accessible to the general public, the Site Owner is responsible for maintaining the 
relevant public liability insurances. 
 

• The site owner will grant its permission to the Football Club to performance test the pitches using 
the Football Foundation’s Digital Assessment Tool. 
 

• The site owner will discuss any additional site user/ booking requests with the club to ensure that 
the football pitches aren’t being overplayed and the club can continue to meet the required 
performance standard. 

 
Site Owner Current Maintenance Procedures 
List below the current maintenance procedures that are the responsibility of the site owner 
 

Description of Task Frequency 

  

  

  

 
Add additional rows if required 
 
Football Club 
 
The football club is responsible for the following: 

 

• Providing an annual schedule of football pitch maintenance works required that are in addition to 

what is carried out by the site owner. 

 

• Ensuring that the tasks required are carried out in accordance with the IOG recommendations and 
are performance tested using the pitches using the Football Foundation’s Digital Assessment Tool. 
 

• Ensure that all works are carried out by club officials or specialist maintenance contractors are in 
line with current Health and Safety practices. 
 

• Ensure that it keeps accurate records of specialist maintenance contractors commissioned to carry 
out any pitch improvement works – Insurance, Method Statement, Risk Assessments, Product 
Details and Specifications and Safeguarding Certificates (DBS). 
 

• Ensure that the Site Owner is supplied with the following information from specialist maintenance 
contractors before any work takes place: 
 
Insurance: The contractor ensures that it always has adequate public liability insurance in place, 
and it provides a copy of such insurance policies. Recommend £10 million worth of cover. 

 
Method Statement: To ensure contractor method statements are in place for all tasks associated 
with any works to be undertaken, and to provide on request a copy of such method statements. 



Risk Assessment: To ensure risk assessments are in place for all tasks associated with any works 
to be undertaken and provides a copy of such risk assessments. 

 
Operative Qualifications: It is the contractor’s responsibility to ensure that its employees are 
suitably qualified and training to carry out the planned maintenance procedures. The contractor is 
required to provide evidence of qualifications for its employees. 

 
Product details/specification: To ensure a detailed specification is in place for ANY products that 
are to be applied during any works undertaken, and to provide on request a copy of such product 
details/specifications to the site owner. 

 
Safeguarding: In some cases when working on Local authority or School Sites, contractors will be 
asked to provide evidence of DBS check of its operatives. 

 
Football Club Additional Maintenance Procedures 
Give an overview below the current maintenance procedures carried out by the football club (this should 
include the guidance given in the Pitch Advisors report).  
 

Description of Task Frequency 

  

  

  

 
Add additional rows if required 
 
A copy of the Grass Pitch Assessment Report is attached in Appendix B. 
Payment of the Planned Additional Maintenance Procedures 
yyyy Football Club has received a Football Foundation Grant towards carrying out additional works set out 
above and detailed in the Grass Pitch Assessment Report. 
yyyy Football Club is responsible for paying the contractor to carry out the works agreed.  
The Football Club should agree with the Site Owner the most cost-effective solution to make this payment.  
Add additional information if required 
 
Changes to this Agreement 
This agreement can only be changed with full consultation of all partner agencies and should be done in 
consultation the relevant County Football Association and the Football Foundation. 
 
This agreement will be subject to review every twelve months, with the first review due to take place in <date>. 
 
Signed by Site Owner: 
Name: 
Date: 
 
Signed by Football Club: 
Name: 
Date: 
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