
 

 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2020 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the RECREATION COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 
26th FEBRUARY 2020 at 7.58 p.m. 

   
PRESENT  

Councillor B. Hall, (Chairman) and  
Councillors Eddy Adam, M Ashcroft, Derek G. Atkinson, Jim 
Atkinson, Kathy Beetham, Bill Blenkinsopp, Mrs D. Bowman, Arun 
M. Chandran, B.A. Clare, J.D. Clare, Mrs M. Dalton, R.S. Fleming, 
George C. Gray, I Gray, Mrs S. Haigh, Dave Hardaker, Jed Hillary, 
Wendy Hillary, Kate Hopper, M. Iveson, Mrs S.J. Iveson, Mrs V.M. 
Raw, Ken Robson and Paul Symons 

 
OFFICERS  
 Mr A. Bailey (Town Clerk) 
 Mrs J. Thexton (Leisure Manager) 
 Mr S. Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mr L. Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 
 Miss A. Donald (Town Clerk’s PA) 
 
 

79. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors P.J. Bergg, J. 
Clark and Sally Symons. 
 

80. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 
81. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
82. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

There were no public questions. 
 
83. MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor Bill 

Blenkinsopp, and 
 

   RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation 
Committee, held on the 15th January 2020 and the minutes of the Special 
Recreation Committee, held on the 22nd January 2020, be confirmed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 



 
 
84. EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Dave Hardaker, seconded by Councillor M. 
Ashcroft, and 

 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Events Sub-

Committee, held on the 17th February 2020, be confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.   

 
85. OAKLEAF GOLF COMPLEX REPORT 
 

The Town Clerk submitted a report for the six-week period ended 16th February 
2020.   
 
The Golf Administrator advised that extremely wet weather continued to have 
a negative effect on green fees and shop sales.   However, the use of the golf 
driving range had increased. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 

 

86. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX – USAGE COMPARISONS 
 
 The Leisure Manager submitted a report with statistical information on usage 

for the six-week period ended 16th February 2020.  The report compared usage 
figures and income from the same period in the previous year.  

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 
87. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX – NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 

The Leisure Manager submitted a report which outlined a number of new 
developments at the Oakleaf Sports Complex 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 

 

88. PARKS UPDATE 
 

 The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report updating members 
on items of repair, removal and inspection regarding the parks.  Members’ 
attention was drawn to the recent use of the Town Park toilets by a small 
number of drug users. 

 
 RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 
 i)  The report be received. 
 

ii) Officers investigate the possibility of installing ultra-violet lighting 
and smoke detectors to deter drug users. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
89. CUSTOMER SURVEY RESULTS 

 
The Leisure Manager submitted a report detailing the results of the Oakleaf 
Sports Complex annual customer survey. 
 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report and 
information be received. 

 
90. EXEMPT BUSINESS 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor M. Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor George C. 
Gray, and  
 

    RESOLVED – that in view of the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted it was, in the opinion of the Council, 
advisable that the public and press be excluded from the meeting  

 
91. EXCLUSION REPORT 
 

The Corporate Management Team submitted a report informing members of an 
incident in a play area and requesting an exclusion notice for the youths 
involved. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 
  i) The report be received. 
 

ii) In view of the serious nature of the incident, a 2-year exclusion 
notice be imposed, with a review after 12 months. 

 
92. EXCLUSION REPORT 

 
The Corporate Management Team submitted a report informing members of 
drugs-related incident in the Town Park and requesting an exclusion notice for 
the person involved. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 
  i) The report be received. 
 

ii) A 12 months exclusion notice be imposed on the individual 
concerned. 

 
93. RE-ADMISSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor M. Iveson, 

and 
 

  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the press and public 
be re-admitted to the meeting. 

 

  
 

                                                    CHAIRMAN. 
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