
POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, 14 APRIL 2021 – 7.15 p.m. 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, and virtually, on 
Wednesday, 14 April 2021 at 7.15 p.m. 

PRESENT  
Councillor R.S. Fleming (Chairman) and  
Councillors Eddy Adam, M. Ashcroft, Jim Atkinson, Kathy Beetham, 
P.J. Bergg, Mrs. D. Bowman, Arun M. Chandran, B.A. Clare, J.D. 
Clare, Mrs. M. Dalton, George C. Gray, I. Gray, Mrs. S. Haigh, B. Hall, 
Dave Hardaker, Jed Hillary, Wendy Hillary, Kate Hopper, M. Iveson, 
Mrs. S.J. Iveson, Mrs. V.M. Raw, Ken Robson and Sally Symons. 

OFFICERS  
   Mr. D. Austin (Town Clerk) 
   Mr. L. Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 

  Mrs. S. Stretch (Senior Admin Officer) 
  Miss. A Donald (Town Clerk’s P.A.)  
   

Members observed two minutes silence in memory of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh 
 

174. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Bill Blenkinsopp, J. 

Clark, and Michael Stead. 
 

175. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATION 
 
 No dispensation requests had been received. 
 

176. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor I. Gray declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item No. 9 (Grants 

and Donations – Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society). 
  

177. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

178.  MINUTES 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor Mrs. S. J. Iveson 

and 
 RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Meeting of the Policy and Resources 

Committee, held on the 3rd March 2021, be confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  

 

179. PERSONNEL SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor M. Ashcroft and 
    



  RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Personnel Sub-Committee held on the 
24th March 2021 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 

180. AUDIT, RISK AND G.D.P.R SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor V. M. Raw and 
 
  RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Audit, Risk and GDPR Sub-Committee 

held on the 31st March 2021 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman. 

 

181. ACCOUNT CONTROL SHEETS 
 
 Account Control Sheets for the period 25th February 2021 to the 1st April 2021 and 

the General Bank Accounts for February and March 2021 were submitted. 
 
   RESOLVED – that the Account Control Sheets for the period 25th February 

2021 to the 1st April 2021 and the General Bank Accounts for February and 
March 2021 be received. 

 

182. GRANTS / DONATIONS 
 
 Councillor I. Gray had declared a non-pecuniary interest in item (b) – Aycliffe 

and District Bus Preservation Society and left the meeting at this point. 
 
 The Town Clerk submitted a report setting out details of two applications for funding; 
 a general donation request from Durham Constabulary and a request from Aycliffe 

and District Bus and Preservation Society for funding from the Small Grants Fund. 
 
 There is currently a remaining balance on the ‘Small Grants Fund’ of £6,600 and on 

the General Donations Budget of £1,623.55. 
 

(a) Donation Request: 
 Durham Constabulary (Newton Aycliffe Beat Team) – A request for funds 
to purchase light units for two electric bicycles recently purchased and funded 
by GAMP.  
 

  Councillor Arun M. Chandran proposed and Councillor M. Ashcroft seconded, 
that an amount £400 be granted. This was subsequently agreed. 

 
(b)  Small Grants Fund Budget Request: 

Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society - A request for funds to 
cover the cost of repainting the new premises of the society.  
 

  Councillor Arun M. Chandran proposed, and Councillor E. Adam seconded 
that an amount of £380 be granted. This was subsequently agreed. 

  
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 

(i) £400 to be donated to Durham Constabulary (Newton Aycliffe Beat Team) 
 

(ii) £380 to be granted to Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society 
 

(iii) That the current balances of £6,600 for the ‘Small Grant Fund’ and  
  £1,623.55 for the General Donations be noted. 
 



 Councillor Ian Gray re-entered the meeting. 
 

183. GRANTS AND DONATIONS POLICY 
 

The Town Clerk submitted a report and a draft Grants and Donations Policy for 
members consideration. 

 
Following a detailed discussion and a number of suggested amendments to the draft  
Policy from councillors, it was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by  
Councillor Mrs. S. J. Iveson that members’ comments and suggestions be  
incorporated and that the policy be re-submitted to a forthcoming meeting of the  
Policy and Resources Committee. This was subsequently agreed. 

 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 
 (i) That the report be received. 
 
 (ii) That members’ comments and suggestions be incorporated in the policy. 
 

(iii) That the policy be re-submitted to a forthcoming meeting of the Policy and 
Resources Committee 

 

184. FINANCE SERVICE PLAN 
 

 The Town Clerk submitted a report presenting the 2021/22 Finance Service Plan for 
members consideration and approval. 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor M. Ashcroft 

and 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended: - 
 

(i) That the report be received. 
 

(ii) That the Finance Service Plan be approved and implemented. 
 
(iii) The Finance Section staff be commended on their work as documented in 

the Finance Service Plan. 
 

185. TREASURY MANAGEMENT CODE OF PRACTICE 
 

 The Town Clerk submitted a report presenting an update of the Council’s Treasury 
Management Code of Practice for members consideration and approval. 

.  
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor M. Ashcroft and 
    
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended: - 
 
 (i) That the report be received. 
 
 (ii) That the Treasury Management Code of Practice be approved and 

implemented. 
 

186. EXEMPT BUSINESS 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor A. Chandran, seconded by Councillor M. Iveson and 
 



 RESOLVED – that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted it was, in the opinion of the Council, advisable that the public and press 
be excluded from the meeting. 

 

187. OUTGOING TOWN CLERK LEAVING ARRANGEMENTS 
 

 The Town Clerk had submitted a report requesting consideration for an appropriate 
means of recognising the exceptional service provided to the Council and 
community of Great Aycliffe by the retiring Town Clerk. 

 
 Following a detailed discussion and a number of suggestions from councillors:  
 
 It was proposed by Councillor A. Chandran and seconded by Councillor M. Iveson, 

that the retiring Town Clerk receive a leaving gift of £500.  
 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Adam and seconded by Councillor W.Hillary that 
the Council consider awarding the retiring Town Clerk the title of ‘Honorary Freeman 
of the Town’. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor M. Ashcroft 
that an Extraordinary Council Meeting be convened to consider this in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1972 and the Council’s Honorary Freeman of the 
Town Policy. 

 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended:- 
 

(i) That an Extraordinary Council meeting be convened to consider conferring 
the title of Honorary Freeman of the Town on the retiring Town Clerk. 

 
(ii) That the retiring Town Clerk receive a leaving gift of £500. 

 

188. RE-ADMISSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor M. Iveson, seconded by Councillor M. Ashcroft and  
 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the press and public be re-
admitted to the meeting. 

 

189. BUS SHELTER SEATING – USE OF REVENUE BUDGET CONTINGENCY SUM 
 

 Following the agreed actions on Agenda Item 11 of the Environment Committee 
meeting on 7th April 2021, it was agreed that £870 to be used from the Revenue 
Budget Contingency Sum to fund the purchase of seating for three bus shelters. 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs. S. J. Iveson, seconded by Councillor M. Ashcroft 

and  
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended: - 
 
 (i) That £870 to be used from the Revenue Budget Contingency Sum to fund 

the purchase of seating for three bus shelters. 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 
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