
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

 
WEDNESDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 1st 
SEPTEMBER 2021 at 7.15 p.m. 
 
  PRESENT  
   Councillor Martin Ashcroft (Chairman) and 

Councillors Eddy Adam, Peter Bergg, Arun M. Chandran, John 
Clark, Neil Collinson, Bob Fleming, George Gray, Ian Gray, Brian 
Haigh, Mrs Sandra Haigh, Dave Hardaker, Kate Hopper, John 
Moore, Carl Robinson, Ken Robson, and Michael Stead 

 
OFFICERS 
 Mr D. Austin (Town Clerk) 
 Mr S Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mr L. Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 
 Miss A. Donald (Town Clerk’s PA) 

 

 IN ATTENDANCE 
 

  Councillor Tony Armstrong 
   

31. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Jim Atkinson, 
Dorothy Bowman, Barbara Clare, John Clare, Brian Hall, Phillip Hawkins, Jed 
Hillary, Wendy Hillary, Joanne Jones, Neville Jones, Andrea Miller and Maureen 
Shelton. 
 

32. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 
33. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.   
 
34. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

There were no public questions. 
 

35. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Bob Fleming, seconded by Councillor Dave 
Hardaker, and  

 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Environment 

Committee, held on 14th July 2021, be confirmed as a correct record, 
and signed by the Chairman. 

 



36. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report updating 
members on issues relating to the Council’s allotments for the seven-week 
period ended 22nd August 2021. 
 
Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Bob Fleming, seconded by 
Councillor Eddy Adam and 
 

   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 
  i) The report be received. 
 

 ii) Two further beekeeping plots be created at St Oswald’s allotment 
site at an estimated cost of £700. 

 
 iii) Officers identify further sites for the creation of apiary plots, subject 

to demand. 
 
 iv) Rental fees for beekeeping plots be reviewed at the next meeting of 

the Charges Working Group. 
 
 v) Officers identify options for further allotment plots and submit a 

report to a future Environment Committee meeting. 
 

It was further proposed by Councillor Bob Fleming, seconded by Councillor Arun 
M Chandran and  
 
 RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) Officers liaise with allotment tenants regarding the potential revival 
of the Gardener’s Guild and the creation of a community area at 
Clarence Chare allotments and submit a report to a future 
Environment Committee meeting. 

  
37. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

 
The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report to update members on 
issues relating to the environment. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Dave Hardaker, seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson, and 

 
     RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 

 
38. CEMETERIES REPORT 

 
The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report giving 
information regarding burials and grants of grave space. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M. Chandran, seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson, and 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 



39. NATURAL BURIALS 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report asking 
members to give consideration to the possible development of a 
woodland/natural burial site at West Cemetery and to consider the 
implementation of an Environment Agency Groundwater Risk Assessment. 
 

The Chairman, Councillor Martin Ashcroft, spoke in favour of the project and, 
following consideration of the information presented, a detailed discussion and 
questions from members, it was proposed by Councillor Arun M. Chandran, 
seconded by Councillor Bob Fleming and 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 
 i) The report be received. 
 

ii) The Council proceed to request a Tier 2 Environment Agency 
Groundwater Risk Assessment, with Flux Model, at a cost of 
£5,250, to ascertain the suitability of the proposal. 

 

40. PROPOSED CHANGES TO CEMETERY POLICY 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report requesting 
members to consider changes to the cemetery policy regarding the installation of 
memorials. 
 

  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 
 i) The report be received. 
 

ii) The Council’s Cemetery Policy be amended to permit a suitable 
person to authorise and pay for the installation of a memorial 
without completing a transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial under 
prescribed circumstances, at the discretion of the Cemeteries 
Officer, Town Clerk and Chairman of the Environment Committee. 

 

41. HORNDALE PLANTING PROJECT 
 

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report updating members 
regarding progress with the Horndale planting project and requesting members 
to consider the possible extension of the project in the future. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M. Chandran, seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson and 
 

  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 
 i) The report be received. 
 

ii) Planning for two additional phases of the planting project be 
progressed. 

 

iii) Consideration be given to funding the additional phases in the 
forthcoming budget setting process. 

 

iv) Further applications for funding be made to GAMP. 



42. INCINERATOR PLANNING APPLICATION UPDATE 
 

The Town Clerk submitted a report updating members on the current situation 
with regard to the planning application for the construction and operation of a 
high temperature thermal treatment facility for clinical and hazardous waste on 
land north of Hitachi, Aycliffe Business Park. 

 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 

 

43. ASH DIEBACK ACTION PLAN 
 
The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report updating members 
regarding Ash Dieback within the parish. 
 
  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 

 

44. GARDEN AND ALLOTMENTS AWARDS 
 

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report updating members on 
the results of the annual garden and allotment awards. 

 
   RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

45. CAR PARKING WORKING GROUP 
 

Three written questions had been circulated by Councillor John Clare regarding 
issues surrounding the creation of the Car Parking Working Group.  Councillor 
Clare had tendered his apologies for absence from the meeting and was 
therefore unable to present his questions.  A brief debate took place around the 
issues raised. A briefing note had also been circulated by Councillor Arun M. 
Chandran in response to the questions. 

 
 
 

 
 

CHAIRMAN. 
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