
18th January 2023 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 25TH JANUARY 2022 At 7.15 P.M. 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
You are summoned to a Meeting of the Council which will be held on Wednesday 25th 
January 2023 at 7.15 p.m. in attendance at the Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, 
Newton Aycliffe DL5 6QF. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 

Dan Austin 
Town Clerk. 

 
AGENDA 

 

1. NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12, 
paragraph 10(2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

3. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATION 
 
 To consider written requests for dispensations from members who have declared 

interests under Disclosable or Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – Section 33 
of the 2011 Localism Act. 

 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 To notify of any items that appear in the agenda in which you may have an 
interest, including those that have previously been recorded in the Members 
Register of Interests. 

 
5. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 To take questions from the public, notice of which has been given in accordance 

with the appropriate Standing Order. 
 
6. MINUTES 
 
. . . To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 

the 13th December 2022.  
 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
. . . To receive any announcements by the Mayor and the Town Clerk. 
 
 



8. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
. . . To confirm for approval and adoption the reports and recommendations of the 

undermentioned Committees:- 
 

  (a) Recreation Committee – 11th January 2023 
  (b) Environment Committee – 11th January 2023 
  (c) Policy and Resources Committee – 18th January 2023  

 
9. APPROVAL OF THE 2023/24 PRECEPT  
 

. . . To consider the attached report from the Finance Manager. 
 

10.  DEVOLUTION DEAL FOR NORTH EAST 
 

. . . To receive and consider the attached press release and supporting information 
from the County Durham Association of Local Councils regarding the 
Government’s announcement of a Devolution Deal for the Northeast Region and 
advise officers of what, if any, actions it wishes officers to take ahead of any 
formal consultation process from Durham County Council seeking a corporate 
response from the Council. 

 

11. PARISH MEMBER RECRUITMENT FOR DCC STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 

. . . With reference to the attached information from the County Durham Association 
of Local Councils (CDALC), it is advised that Councillor Phillip Hawkins and 
Councillor Tony Armstrong have expressed an interest in applying for the 
vacancy on the Durham County Council Standards Committee. CDALC has 
invited each Parish and Town Council in County Durham to nominate up to two 
candidates and the CDALC Executive Committee will then make the final 
selection. Members are requested to consider the expressions of interest 
submitted by the two councillors and determine whether to give approval for the 
councillors to submit their applications to CDALC. 

 

12. OUTSIDE BODY REPORTS 
 

To receive reports from representatives on the following Outside Bodies: 
 

a) Youth Council 
Councillors Tony Armstrong, Dorothy Bowman and the Corporate and 
Policy Officer.   

 

b) County Durham Association of Local Councils 
   Councillors Arun M. Chandran, Ken Robson and the Town Clerk 

c) Aycliffe Village Hall Association 
   Councillor Neville Jones. 

d) Woodham Village Community Association 
   Councillors Michael Stead and Lindsey Aston. 

e) Great Aycliffe and Middridge Local Councils’ Committee 
      Councillors Arun M. Chandran, Peter Bergg and the Town Clerk. 

f) Larger Local Councils’ Forum 
 Councillors Arun M. Chandran, Martin Ashcroft and the Town Clerk.  

g) Aycliffe and District Bus Preservation Society 
  Councillor Ian Gray. 



h) Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway 
  Councillor Jim Atkinson. 

i) Western Area Partnership 
Councillors Kate Hopper and Ken Robson 
 

13. ITEM FOR CONSIDERATION FROM COUNCILLOR ARUN CHANDRAN, 
CHAIRMAN OF POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

 

 Following the representations made by Oak Leaf Golf Club at the Policy and 
Resources Committee Meeting on 18th January (copies attached) regarding the 
Oak Leaf Golf Complex Membership price increases for the forthcoming 2023/24 
year, it is requested that the Council gives consideration as to whether it wishes 
to reconsider the following decision taken at the Special Policy and Resources 
Committee on 31st October 2022 that:- 
 

“The golf membership prices for adults, over 60s and 19 to 25’s be increased  
with the introduction for different rates for parish residents and non-residents for  
a full year membership, as follows: 
 

• £39 increase for non-residents 

• £20 increase for residents when taking out a full 12-month membership; 
 

An extract from the original report to the Policy and Resources Committee 
regarding this issue is attached for information along with a short briefing note 
highlighting the officer’s comments on the issues raised. 
 

The Council could choose to reverse the decision regarding non-residents and 
implement a £20 increase for all members.  
 

The financial impact of doing this would be a loss of income of approximately 
£2,550 to the 2023/24 Revenue Budget. 
 

Alternatively the Council could choose to increase all memberships by £39, which 
would generate an additional income of approximately £1,000 if all current 
members rejoined. 
 

It is also important to note that the Oak Leaf Golf Complex Membership, 
regardless of the increases proposed for 2023/24 remains the lowest in County 
Durham. 

 
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
Any questions or queries on agenda items or reports should be raised with officers before 
meetings by telephone or email. 
  
Please note that this does not preclude members from asking the question at the meeting 
if this is important to the debate or decision. 
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