
RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 13th JULY 2022 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the RECREATION COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 
13th JULY 2022 at 8.20pm 
 

  PRESENT  
  Councillor Carl Robinson (Chairman) and: 

Councillors Eddy Adam, Tony Armstrong, Lindsey Aston, Jim 
Atkinson, Arun M. Chandran, John Clark, Bob Fleming, George 
Gray, Ian Gray, Mrs Sandra Haigh, Phillip Hawkins, Joanne 
Jones, Neville Jones, John Moore, Ken Robson, Michael Stead, 
Mrs Anne Woodward and John Woodward 

 

OFFICERS 
 Mr Dan Austin (Town Clerk) 
 Mr Steve Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mr Andy Clark (Sports Complex Manager) 
 Miss Amanda Donald (Corporate and Policy Officer) 

 
20. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Martin Ashcroft, 
Dorothy Bowman, Andy Hill, Jed Hillary and Wendy Hillary. 
 

21. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 

 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 
22. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors Joanne Jones and Neville Jones declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in Agenda Item 10 as they would be providing voluntary assistance at 
the Ayclive event. 

 
23. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

 There were no public questions. 
 
24. MINUTES 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor Michael Stead, seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson, and 

 

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation 
Committee, held on the 1st June 2022, which had already been 
circulated, be received. 
 

The Vice Chairman, Councillor George Gray, took the chair for the following 
item. 

 
 
 

 



25. OAKLEAF GOLF COMPLEX REPORT 
 

The Head of Leisure and Events and Golf Administrator submitted a report 
and statistical information related to income at the Oakleaf Golf Complex for 
the six-week period ended 3rd July 2022. 
 

 RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

Councillor Carl Robinson resumed his role as Chairman.  
  
26. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX USAGE COMPARISONS 
 

The Sports Complex Manager submitted a report updating members on 
statistical information in relation to the attendance and income at the Oak Leaf 
Sports Complex for April and May over the last five years. 
 
Councillor Eddy Adam expressed his thanks for the new style of the report 
and the graphical representation of the figures. 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that 
 

i) The report be received. 
 

ii) Thanks be recorded to the Sports Complex Manager for the new 
style of the statistical information. 

 

27. OAK LEAF SPORTS COMPLEX NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 

The Sports Complex Manager submitted a report updating members on 
events and staff training which had taken place since 1st June 2022 and 
requesting consideration for a number of proposed events. 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that 
 

i) The report be received. 
 

ii) The request to hold a charity event in aid of BLESMA be 
approved. 

 

iii) The request to hold the Fantazmagoria event be approved. 
 

iv) A further request to hold an Infinity Dance Club Competition be 
approved. 

 

28. PARKS UPDATE 
 

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report updating members 
on items relating to the Council’s parks. 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be 
received. 

 
 
 
 
 



29. AYCLIVE MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 

The Town Clerk and Head of Leisure and Events submitted a report 
requesting members’ consideration of a letter received from the organisers of 
the Ayclive Music Festival advising the Council of the cancellation of the 2022 
event and plans to hold the inaugural event in the summer of 2023. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M. Chandran, seconded by Councillor 
Eddy Adam and 

 

  RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
 

ii) The proposed date of Saturday 29th July 2023 be agreed. 
 

iii) The Council declines the invitation to become a leading partner 
in the event. 

 

iv) The request for a larger grant towards the event be declined. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN. 
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