ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 2022

Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 19"
OCTOBER 2022 at 9.45 p.m.

47.

48.

49,

50.

PRESENT
Councillor Martin Ashcroft (Chairman) and
Councillors, Eddy Adam, Tony Armstrong, Lindsey Aston, Jim
Atkinson, Arun M Chandran, Bob Fleming, George Gray, lan Gray,
Philip Hawkins, Andy Hill, Jed Hillary, Joanne Jones, Neville Jones,
Carl Robinson, Ken Robson, Michael Stead, Anne Woodward and
John Woodward.

OFFICERS
Mr D Austin (Town Clerk)
Mrs T Woodhead (Finance Manager)
Mr S Cooper (Works and Environment Manager)
Mr L Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator)
Mrs J Walton (Corporate and Policy Assistant)

IN ATTENDANCE

Councillor Sandra Kirby
Mr lan Templeton, Allotment Tenant, St Oswald’s site

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Dorothy Bowman,
John Clark, Wendy Hillary and Brian Haigh

MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS
No applications for dispensations had been received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS
Mr lan Templeton submitted the following public question.

“Thank you to the Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator for the signage
which has been placed on plots which are in poor condition. Could | ask that the
23 plots which were identified as poor at the last inspection be inspected again in
November.”

This question was answered during the consideration of the Allotments Report.



51.

52.

53.

54.

MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor Michael Stead, seconded by Councillor Andy Hill
and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Environment
Committee, held on 7t September 2022, be confirmed as a correct
record, and signed by the Chairman.

ALLOTMENTS REPORT

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report updating
members on issues relating to the Council’s allotments for the six weeks ended
9th October 2022.

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator provided the following
response to Mr lan Templeton’s question:

“A further inspection is scheduled to take place on 318t October. All the plots
which remain in a poor state will be escalated to the termination process, any
further plots which are found to be in poor condition will be labelled for
monitoring. Where necessary a further inspection will take place in November.”

RESOLVED —that it be recommended that the report be received.

ENVIRONMENT REPORT

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report to update Members on
issues relating to the environment for the six-week period ended 9" October
2022.

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M. Chandran and seconded by Councillor
Eddy Adam and

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the report be received.
CEMETERIES REPORT

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator submitted a report giving
information regarding burials and grants of grave space and providing Members
with an update on issues relating to the cemeteries for the six-week period
ended 9" October 2022.

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M. Chandran and seconded by Councillor
Jim Atkinson and

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the report be received.



55.

56.

57.

BUS SHELTERS UPDATE

The Works and Environment Manager submitted a report to update Members on
the proposed future maintenance of the 55 bus shelters owned and managed by
the Town Council.

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M. Chandran and seconded by Councillor
Eddy Adam and

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:
i. the report be received.

ii. That officers liaise with Durham County Council in respect of
the Bus Shelter Number 8, St Cuthberts Way to look at the
brickwork of the walls surrounding the shelter.

iii. That a further report be brought to the Environment
Committee following the AGM in May 2023 to consider
prioritisation of the works.

2023/24 DRAFT ENVIRONMENT REVENUE AND CAPITAL BUDGETS

The Finance Manager submitted a report for Members’ consideration, comments
and approval of the draft 2023/24 Revenue and Capital Budgets for the
Environment Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft and seconded by Councillor Arun
M Chandran and

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i) the report be deferred and discussed at the Policy and Resources
Meeting scheduled to take place on 26" October.

CEMETERIES REPORT PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE VACANCY

Members considered the appointment of Councillor John Woodward to the
Liberal Democrat Group vacancy on the Planning Committee.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:
i) Councillor John Woodward be appointed to take up the

vacancy on the Planning Committee in respect of the Liberal
Democrat Group.

Chairman
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