
3rd December 2025 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, 10TH DECEMBER 2025 at 7.00PM. 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
You are summoned to a Meeting of the Council which will be held on Wednesday, 10th 
December 2025 at 7.00pm in attendance at the Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, 
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 6QF. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 

Dan Austin 
Town Clerk. 

 
Prior to the meeting, there will be a short presentation to the recent recipient of our 
Community Recognition Award. 
 

AGENDA 
1. NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12, 
paragraph 10(2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

3. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 To consider written requests for dispensations from members who have declared 

interests under Disclosable or Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – Section 33 
of the 2011 Localism Act. 

 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 To notify of any items that appear in the agenda in which you may have an 

interest, including those that have previously been recorded in the Members 
Register of Interests. 

 
5. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 To take questions from the public, notice of which has been given in accordance 

with the appropriate Standing Order. Members of the public are also permitted to 
make representations, ask questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of 
business included in the agenda. Questions will not be received by the Council 
which are in furtherance of a person’s individual circumstances, or which are about 
a matter where there is a right of appeal to the courts, a tribunal or government 
minister.  A question will not be received by the Council where the issue it concerns 
has been the subject of a decision of the Council in the last six months.  

 

 

 

 



6. MINUTES 
 
. . . To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the meeting of the Full Council held 

on the 29th October 2025. 
 
7. NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

 To consider the following Motion from Councillor Arun Chandran, seconded by 
Councillor Phillip Hawkins. 

 

"That in view of the fact that Durham County Council under its new Reform UK 
Administration is removing the Local Council Taxation Support Grant in its 
entirety, and contrary to the Government's intent for this funding, that we as a 
Town Council write to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 
Local Government and the Chancellor of the Exchequer asking them to remove 
the £1.5 million Local Council Tax Support Scheme Grant element from its Grant 
Funding to Durham County Council, in that Durham County Council is no longer 
passing that on to Parish and Town Councils,  but using it to supplement their 
own Revenue Expenditure.    
 

The consequence of this course of action, if not negated by an increase in 
Council Tax, is that it will create a black hole in Town Council’s finances in 
perpetuity.  
 

It is further proposed that the Council asks our Member of Parliament to support 
our request and that we ask the County Durham Association of Local Councils, 
and all the other Larger Local Councils affected by this to do likewise 
 

It is further proposed that the Town Council undertakes to increase the 2026/27 
Precept by the full amount of the loss of Local Council Tax Support Scheme 
Grant as a one off which means in future years the Council can keep Council 
Tax increases to a bare minimum and put the blame solely where it lies, the 
Reform Administration at Durham County Council "    

 
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

. . . To receive any announcements from the Mayor and the Town Clerk. 
 
9. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
. . . To confirm for approval and adoption the reports and recommendations of the 

undermentioned Committees:- 
 

 (a) Special Policy and Resources Committee – 19th November 2025 
 (b) Recreation Committee – 26th November 2025 

(c) Environment Committee – 26th November 2025 
(d) Policy and Resources Committee – 3rd December 2025 
 

10.  CDALC ELECTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – REQUEST FOR 
NOMINATIONS 

 

. . . To consider the attached information received from the County Durham 
Association of Local Councils (CDALC) and consider whether the Council wishes 
to nominate a councillor for one of the Larger Council positions on the CDALC 
Executive Committee. Please note that the nominee will be required to 
separately submit a 200-word statement describing relevant skills and qualities 
which they could offer the CDALC Executive Committee and will serve a two-
year term.   

 



11.  WOODHAM ACADEMY FOOTBALL FOUNDATION BID 
 

. . . To consider the attached request received on behalf of Woodham Academy, 
asking the Council to formally support their bid (via a letter of support) for a 
Football Foundation Grant to build an artificial grass pitch at the Academy.  

 
12.  DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL OPEN SPACE NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

CONSULTATION 
 

. . . To consider the attached correspondence received from a consultancy working 
on behalf of Durham County Council asking for feedback from residents, 
community groups and stakeholders on the proposed update of the County 
Council’s Open Space Needs Assessment. The assessment will be used by the 
Council to provide an evidence base for the new Local Plan and help make 
decisions regarding the future of open spaces and recreation facilities, including 
helping to prioritise improvements. Officers will provide a factual response to the 
consultation in relation to the information being gathered on town council open 
space and facilities, and councillors are encouraged to respond in a personal 
capacity to give their views on local provision and highlight local needs and 
aspirations. 

 
13. OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

i) To agree the removal of the Local Network (Aycliffe North and Middridge, 
Aycliffe South and Sedgefield) Committee from the Outside Body List, as 
this meeting is no longer required following the recent changes to the 
appointment process for the County Durham Association of Local Councils 
(CDALC) Executive Committee. 

 

ii) To receive reports from representatives on the following Outside Bodies: 
 

(a)    County Durham Association of Local Councils 
Councillors Martin Ashcroft and Carl Robinson and the Town Clerk 
 

(b)    Aycliffe Village Hall Association 
Councillor Carl Robinson 
 

(c)    Woodham Village Community Association 
Councillors Lisa Conners and Jackie McFadden Lewis 
 

(d)    Larger Local Councils’ Forum 
Councillors Martin Ashcroft and Carl Robinson and the Town Clerk 
 

(e)    Newton Aycliffe Bus Preservation Society 
Councillor Dorothy Bowman 
 

(f)    Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway 
Councillor Brian Haigh 
 

(g)    Western Area Partnership 
Councillors Dorothy Bowman and Tracey Williams 
 

(h) Cornforth Partnership 
Councillors Jackie Beddard and John Woodward 
 

(i)     Community Hub Development Group 
Councillor Jackie McFadden Lewis 
 

(j)     Oak Leaf Golf Club 
Councillors John Moore and Tony Beddard and the Town Clerk 



14. EXEMPT BUSINESS 
  

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by 
s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited 
representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following 
items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 
 

15. COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AND AWARDS SCHEME NOMINATIONS 
 

. . .  To consider the attached report from the Town Clerk.  
 
16. RE-ADMISSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 To re-admit the Press and Public to the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Any questions or queries on agenda items or reports should be raised with 
officers before meetings by telephone or email. 
  

Please note that this does not preclude members from asking the question at the 
meeting if this is important to the debate or decision. 
 

Members are requested, during Council Meetings, to observe the Council’s 
Standing Orders relating to the Business and Proceedings of the Council, with 
particular reference to the Rules of Debate, as well as the Members’ Code of 
Conduct and the principles of Civility and Respect Pledge.  
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