218t January 2026

COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 28™ JANUARY 2026 at 7.00PM.

Dear Sir/Madam,

You are summoned to a Meeting of the Council which will be held on Wednesday, 28t
January 2026 at 7.00pm in attendance at the Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane,
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 6QF.

Yours faithfully,

Dan Austin
Town Clerk

Prior to the meeting, there will be a short presentation to the recent recipients of the
Council’s Community Recognition Award.

AGENDA
1. NOTICE OF MEETING

Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12,
paragraph 10(2) of the Local Government Act 1972.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive apologies for absence.
3. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS

To consider written requests for dispensations from members who have declared
interests under Disclosable or Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interests — Section 33
of the 2011 Localism Act.

4, DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To notify of any items that appear in the agenda in which you may have an
interest, including those that have previously been recorded in the Members
Register of Interests.

5. PUBLIC QUESTIONS

To take questions from the public, notice of which has been given in accordance
with the appropriate Standing Order. Members of the public are also permitted to
make representations, ask questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of
business included in the agenda. Questions will not be received by the Council
which are in furtherance of a person’s individual circumstances, or which are about
a matter where there is a right of appeal to the courts, a tribunal or government
minister. A question will not be received by the Council where the issue it concerns
has been the subject of a decision of the Council in the last six months.

6. MINUTES

To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the meeting of the Full Council held
on the 10t December 2025.



10.

1.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

To receive any announcements from the Mayor and the Town Clerk.

COMMITTEE MINUTES

To confirm for approval and adoption the reports and recommendations of the
undermentioned Committees:-

(a) Recreation Committee — 14 January 2026
(b) Environment Committee — 14" January 2026
(c) Policy and Resources Committee — 215t January 2026

NOMINATIONS FOR ROYAL GARDEN PARTY

To consider the attached correspondence from the County Durham Association
of Local Councils (CDALC) requesting nominations for attendance at the 2026
Royal Garden Party on Friday 8" May 2026.

LAMP LIGHT OF PEACE AND FLAG OF PEACE

To consider the attached correspondence from the Royal Pageantmaster
requesting the Council’s consideration for participating in a new Lamp Light of
Peace initiative to help promote world peace on Armistice Day each year.

This would involve the Council purchasing a Lamp Light of Peace and Flag of
Peace which would be lit / flown on Armistice Day each year to signal the
Council’'s shared commitment to peace.

The cost of the Lamp Light of Peace is £55, and the Flag of Peace is £67.65,
and, if agreed, it is suggested that these would be funded from the Council’s
Civic Hospitality Budget.

The items would be incorporated into the plans for Armistice Day, alongside the
suggested proclamation, reading and prayer.

CDALC ELECTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE — COUNCIL NOMINATION

To note that Councillor Martin Ashcroft has advised the Town Clerk he is unable
to take up his nomination to one of the Larger Council positions on the County
Durham Association of Local Councils (CDALC) Executive Committee, as
agreed at the at the December Council Meeting.

The Council is asked to consider whether it wishes to nominate an alternative
councillor for one of the Larger Council positions on the CDALC Executive
Committee.

Please note that the deadline for nominations is 315t January and the nominee is
required to separately submit a 200-word statement describing relevant skills
and qualities which they could offer the CDALC Executive Committee.

There is therefore very limited time available to the successful nominee to submit
this statement and prospective nominees are therefore encouraged to consider
drafting a statement in advance of the Council Meeting.

At the time of publishing the agenda, the Town Clerk had been notified that
Councillors Tony Beddard and Arun Chandran wished to be considered for the
position, and both have provided statements.



12. SETTING OF THE 2026/27 COUNCIL PRECEPT

To consider the attached report from the Finance Manager.

13. OUTSIDE BODIES

To receive reports from representatives on the following Outside Bodies:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

(i)

County Durham Association of Local Councils (CDALC)
Councillors Martin Ashcroft and Carl Robinson and the Town Clerk

Aycliffe Village Hall Association
Councillor Carl Robinson

Woodham Village Community Association
Councillors Lisa Conners and Jackie Mcfadden-Lewis

CDALC Larger Local Councils’ Forum
Councillors Martin Ashcroft and Carl Robinson and the Town Clerk

Newton Aycliffe Bus Preservation Society
Councillor Dorothy Bowman

Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway
Councillor Brian Haigh

Western Area Partnership
Councillors Dorothy Bowman and Tracey Williams

Cornforth Partnership
Councillors Jackie Beddard and John Woodward

Community Hub Development Group
Councillor Jackie McFadden Lewis

Oak Leaf Golf Club
Councillors John Moore and Tony Beddard and the Town Clerk

Any questions or queries on agenda items or reports should be raised with
officers before meetings by telephone or email.

Please note that this does not preclude members from asking the question at the
meeting if this is important to the debate or decision.

Members are requested, during Council Meetings, to observe the Council’s
Standing Orders relating to the Business and Proceedings of the Council, with
particular reference to the Rules of Debate, as well as the Members’ Code of
Conduct and the principles of Civility and Respect Pledge.
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