FULL COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY 10™ DECEMBER 2025 — 7.00 p.m.

Minutes of the proceedings of the ORDINARY MEETING of the COUNCIL held in the
Council Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on
WEDNESDAY 10™ DECEMBER 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Councillor Ken Robson (Chairman) and
Councillors Tunde Akinsanya, Tony Armstrong, Dorothy Bowman,
Arun M. Chandran, Jordan Gill, George Gray, Phillip Hawkins,
Andy Hill, Richard Hutchinson, Sandra Kirby, John Moore,
Carl Robinson, Kyle Robinson, Michael Stead, Tracey Williams,
Anne Woodward and John Woodward.

OFFICERS
Mr. Dan Austin (Town Clerk)
Mrs. Tracey Woodhead (Finance Manager)
Mrs. Sharna Stretch (Senior Administration Officer)

IN ATTENDANCE

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

There were no members of the public were present.

A short presentation ceremony was held before the start of the meeting, at which
the Mayor, Councillor Ken Robson presented local resident, Emma Williams with a
Community Recognition Scheme Certificate and Local Hero Medal in recognition
of her many achievements and community work as the Dance Principal at Aycliffe
Dance Academy.

NOTICE OF MEETING

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Martin Ashcroft,
Lindsey Aston, Jaci Beddard, Tony Beddard, Neil Collinson, Luke Ellis,
Brian Haigh, Jackie Mcfadden-Lewis and Brian Sowerby.

MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS

There had been no requests for dispensations under disclosable or non-
disclosable interests.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were received.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were no public questions.



94.

95.

MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor Andy Hill, and seconded by Councillor Phillip
Hawkins and;

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Meeting of the Council
held on the 29t October 2025 be confirmed as a correct record and
signed by the Chairman.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Members were asked to consider the following Motion from Councillor Arun
Chandran which was seconded by Councillor Phillip Hawkins.

"That in view of the fact that Durham County Council under its new Reform UK
Administration is removing the Local Council Taxation Support Grant in its entirety,
and contrary to the Government's intent for this funding, that we as a Town
Council write to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government and the Chancellor of the Exchequer asking them to remove the £1.5
million Local Council Tax Support Scheme Grant element from its Grant Funding
to Durham County Council, in that Durham County Council is no longer passing
that on to Parish and Town Councils, but using it to supplement their own
Revenue Expenditure.

The consequence of this course of action, if not negated by an increase in Council
Tax, is that it will create a black hole in Town Council’s finances in perpetuity.

It is further proposed that the Council asks our Member of Parliament to support
our request and that we ask the County Durham Association of Local Councils,
and all the other Larger Local Councils affected by this to do likewise

It is further proposed that the Town Council undertakes to increase the 2026/27
Precept by the full amount of the loss of Local Council Tax Support Scheme Grant
as a one off which means in future years the Council can keep Council Tax
increases to a bare minimum and put the blame solely where it lies, the Reform
Administration at Durham County Council "

Councillor Arun Chandran made a speech in support of the motion highlighting the
potential financial impact on the Town Council in increasing the forecast 2.8%
increase in the Town Council Tax next year to 6.92%, directly as a consequence
of the grant cut, and the ongoing financial impact, in perpetuity, if the grant cut is
not addressed in the 2026/26 Revenue Budget, noting the Government’s previous
expectation that this grant funding be passed onto town and parish councils, and
highlighting that Durham County Council are effectively stealing money from town
and parish councils to help address its own budget shortfall.

Councillor Michael Stead proposed the following amendment, which was
seconded by Councillor Richard Hutchinson:

"Durham County Council, under its new Reform UK Administration, is removing
the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme (LCTRS) grant payment to town and
parish councils, from 2026/27 onwards, in its entirety, and contrary to the
Government's intent for this funding.

The Town Council notes the significant financial impact that this will have on local
councils unless alternative arrangements are made.



96.

This change will place upward pressure on the Town Council’s Budget and
potentially on the Precept unless action is taken at national level.

Accordingly, this Council resolves to:

1. Write to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government and the Chancellor of the Exchequer requesting that the LCTRS
Grant element within Durham County Council’s grant settlement be reviewed,
given that it is no longer being passed on for its intended purpose.

2. Request the support of our Member of Parliament, the County Durham
Association of Local Councils, and all the other affected town and parish
councils.

3. Review the financial implications during the 2026/27 budget setting process,
ensuring long-term stability, while being transparent with residents about the
reason for any necessary precept changes.

The amendment was agreed by both Councillor Arun Chandran and Councillor
Phillip Hawkins who agreed to withdraw their original motion.

The revised motion was agreed by a majority decision with one abstention.

It was proposed by Councillor Michael Stead, and seconded by Councillor Richard
Hutchinson; and

RESOLVED - as follows;

i)  That the Town Council writes to the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer requesting that the LCTRS element within Durham
County Council’s settlement be reviewed, given that it is no longer
being passed on for its intended purpose.

i)  That the support of our Member of Parliament, the County Durham
Association of Local Councils and all the affected Town and Parish
Councils be requested.

iii)  That the financial implications during the 2026/27 budget setting
process, be reviewed, ensuring long-term stability while being
transparent with residents about the reasons for any necessary
precept changes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A list of the Mayor’s most recent appointments was submitted for information.

The Town Clerk advised that Fornax Environmental Solutions have been in
contact to invite members to visit the High Temperature Thermal Treatment facility
in January 2026, the details of which the Corporate and Policy Officer will
circulate.

RESOLVED - as follows:

i)  That the announcements be received.



97. COMMITTEE MINUTES
(@) Special Policy and Resources Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, and seconded by Councillor
Michael Stead; and

RESOLVED - as follows:

i)  That the minutes of the Special Policy and Resources Committee held
on the 19t November 2025 be received,.
i)  That the minutes and recommendations be approved and adopted.

(b) Recreation Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Michael Stead, and seconded by Councillor
George Gray; and;

RESOLVED - as follows:

i)  That the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee held
on the 26" November 2025 be received.
i)  That the minutes and recommendations be approved and adopted.

() Environment Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Andy Hill, and seconded by Councillor
Richard Hutchinson; and

RESOLVED - as follows:

i)  That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held
on the 26" November 2025 be received.
i)  That the minutes and recommendations be approved and adopted.

(d) Policy and Resources Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, and seconded by Councillor
Richard Hutchinson; and

RESOLVED - as follows:

i)  That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy and Resources
Committee held on the 3 December 2025 be received.
i)  That the minutes and recommendations be approved and adopted.



98.

99.

100.

CDALC ELECTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - REQUEST FOR
NOMINATIONS

The Town Clerk submitted a request from the County Durham Association of
Local Councils (CDALC) requesting the Council to consider whether they wish to
nominate a councillor for one of the Larger Council positions on the CDALC
Executive Committee. It was noted that the nominee will be required to separately
submit a 200-word statement describing relevant skills and qualities which they
could offer the CDALC Executive Committee and will serve a two-year term.

It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson that Councillor Martin Ashcroft be
nominated. This was seconded by Councillor Richard Hutchinson.

RESOLVED - as follows:

i) That Councillor Martin Ashcroft be nominated as the Council’s
representative for one of the Larger Council Representatives on
the County Durham Association of Local Council Executive
Committee.

i)  The Town Clerk assist Councillor Ashcroft with the completion of his
supporting statement if required.

WOODHAM ACADEMY FOOTBALL FOUNDATION BID

Members considered a request which was received on behalf of Woodham
Academy, formally requesting their support (via a letter) for a bid for a Football
Foundation Grant to build an artificial grass pitch at the Academy.

It was proposed by Councillor Tony Armstrong, and seconded by Councillor Carl
Robinson; and

RESOLVED - as follows:-

i)  That a letter of support from the Town Council be sent to Woodham
Academy.

DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL OPEN SPACE NEEDS ASSESSMENT
CONSULTATION

Members considered correspondence from a consultancy working on behalf of
Durham County Council asking for feedback from residents, community groups
and stakeholders on the proposed update of the County Council’s Open Space
Needs Assessment. The assessment will be used by the County Council to
provide an evidence base for the new Local Plan and help make decisions
regarding the future of open spaces and recreation facilities, including helping to
prioritise improvements.

It was noted that the Town Clerk had responded on a factual basis with regards to
the Town Council’'s open spaces and facilities and that Councillors were
encouraged to respond in a personal capacity to give their views on local provision
and highlight local needs and aspirations.

RESOLVED - as follows:-

i)  That the information be received.
i)  That members respond in a personal capacity to the consultation
via the link provided.
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OUTSIDE BODIES

Members were requested to agree the removal of the Local Network (Aycliffe
North and Middridge, Aycliffe South and Sedgefield) Committee from the
Outside Body List, as this meeting is now no longer required following the
recent changes to the appointment process for the County Durham Association
of Local Councils (CDALC) Executive Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor Arun Chandran, and seconded by Councillor Carl
Robinson; and

RESOLVED - as follows:-

i)  That the Local Network (Aycliffe North and Middridge, Aycliffe
South and Sedgefield) Committee be removed from the Outside
Bodies list.

Members received reports from representatives on the following Outside Bodies:

(@) County Durham Association of Local Councils (CDALC)
Councillor Carl Robinson advised there had been no meetings.

(b)  Aycliffe Village Hall Association
Councillor Carl Robinson gave a verbal update on the village hall Christmas
preparations and invited members to ‘Carols on the Green’ on 22" December.

(c) Woodham Village Community Association
Councillor Michael Stead advised there had been no meetings.

(d) Larger Local Councils’ Forum
Councillor Carl Robinson advised that a meeting had been held at which
discussions were held regarding the impact to local councils with the removal
of the LCTRS grant by Durham County Council, adding that due to the
Council’s fiscal controls we were in a comparatively, good position.

(e) Newton Aycliffe Bus Preservation Society
Councillor Dorothy Bowman advised there had been no meetings.

(f) Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway
There were no updates to report.

(g0 Western Area Partnership
Councillor Tracey Williams advised that there has been no correspondence
regarding meeting dates. The Town Clerk advised that following a change of
officers at Livin, meetings were on hold but would hopefully resume soon.

(h) Cornforth Partnership
Councillor John Woodward advised there had been no meetings.

), Community Hub Development Group
There were no updates to report.

(k)  Oak Leaf Golf Club
Councillor John Moore advised there had been no meeting, Councillor Carl
Robinson advised that the Golf Club AGM is in January.



102.

103.

104.

EXEMPT BUSINESS

It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, and seconded by Councillor
George Gray and;

RESOLVED - that it was in the opinion of the Council
that due to the confidential nature of the following item, it was
advisable to exclude the press and public.

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AND AWARDS SCHEME NOMINATION

A report was submitted from the Town Clerk asking members to consider two
nominations received under the Council’'s Community Recognition and Awards
Scheme.

It was proposed by Councillor Arun Chandran and seconded by Councillor
Carl Robinson, that both nominees receive a framed community recognition
certificate and a ‘local hero’ medal.

RESOLVED - as follows:-

i)  That the report be received;
i)  That the nominees identified in the report both receive a community
recognition scheme medal and framed certificate.

RE-ADMISSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, and seconded by Councillor Arun
Chandran and;

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that the press and
public be re-admitted to the meeting.

CHAIRMAN
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