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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 14TH JANUARY 2026 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 14TH 
JANUARY 2026 at 8.15pm. 
 

PRESENT  
  Councillor Martin Ashcroft (Chairman) and: 

Councillors Lindsey Aston, Jaci Beddard, Tony Beddard, Dorothy 
Bowman, Arun M. Chandran, Luke Ellis, Jordan Gill, George Gray, 
Brian Haigh, Phil Hawkins, Andy Hill, John Moore, Carl Robinson, 
Ken Robson, Brian Sowerby, Michael Stead, Tracey Williams, Anne 
Woodward and John Woodward. 
 

OFFICERS 
 Mr Dan Austin (Town Clerk) 
 Mr Steve Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mr Lee Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 

Mrs Vikki Anderson (Corporate Assistant) 
  

IN ATTENDANCE    
  One member of the public was in attendance. 

 

59. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Tunde Akinsanya,  
Tony Armstrong, Neil Collinson, Lisa Conners, Richard Hutchinson,  
Sandra Kirby, Jacqui McFadden Lewis and Kyle Robinson. 
 

60. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 

61. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

No declarations of interest were received. 

 

62.  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

A member of the public expressed their disappointment and advised that they 
had spoken to other members of the public who were equally disappointed, that 
the large tree at the end of Central Avenue was not lit with Christmas lights again 
this year. Given how long ago the works at the A167 junction had been 
completed, it was disappointing that the lights had not been checked before 
December.  

 

The member of the public also asked about the planting of living Christmas trees, 
advising that Central Avenue main roundabout had been discussed by the 
Council previously, but nothing has been done. He also suggested investment in 
a new tree on Central Avenue or a second tree directly opposite. 
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The Works and Environment Manager explained that he was keen for Members 
to give their feedback on the options within the report, suggesting that the first 
priority should be the central roundabout at St Mary’s church, which is a focal 
point in the thoroughfare down Central Avenue to St Clare’s Church.  
 

Regarding the A167 tree, a meeting was held before Christmas with Durham 
County Council Street Lighting Department as the land is Durham County 
Council owned, so any improvements made are governed by Durham County 
Council. Assistance will also be requested from the Newton Aycliffe County 
Councillors.  
 

He advised that he had previously investigated planting a tree on St Mary’s 
roundabout with Durham County Council officers, but they have a lot of 
restrictions in taking trees down, particularly on a roadside. They are protecting 
their trees and unlikely to do work on it, particularly on a busy roundabout without 
good reason, due to new policies implemented over the last few years.  
 

63. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Andy Hill, seconded by Councillor Ken Robson 
and: 

 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment 

Committee, held on 26th November 2025, be confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

64. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on issues relating to the allotments for the seven weeks ended the 
4th January 2026. 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator gave a verbal update to 
Members that allotment rent invoices had been sent out mid-December and 
around 60% of tenants had paid to date. By law, allotment holders have 40 days 
to pay and reminders are sent out nearer the time. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Ken Robson and seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson that the report be received. 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
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65. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Works and Environment 
Manager on issues relating to the environment for the seven weeks ended the 4th 
January 2026. 
 

The Works and Environment Manager verbally updated Members regarding tree 
management around School Aycliffe Wetlands. Concerns had been received 
from residents of the proximity of the trees to houses, particularly the bungalows. 
The tree belt to the rear of Smythson Close and Thursby Close which had been 
infected by Ash Dieback had therefore been cleared. Operatives had felled the 
ash dieback to allow for regrowth, but someone had since been and chopped the 
smaller trees down, which is criminal damage. No culprit has been identified.   
 

Arrangements will be made with local community groups to plant trees at West 
Park, Simpasture Park and St Oswald’s Park. 
 

Regarding Christmas trees and lighting, it was advised that a meeting is being 
arranged with Durham County Council officers and County Councillors to discuss 
them funding projects on Durham County Council land, such as making 
improvements to the electric box both on St Mary’s roundabout and the A167 
junction and potentially planting new trees.  

 

There has been issues with the electrical box on St Mary’s roundabout and there 
is a need to work with Durham County Council on this. Options are being 
explored to replace commando boxes as these are now quite old.  
 

Councillor Michael Stead confirmed that he had already spoken to other Durham 
County Council Councillors who are happy to support and help fund Christmas 
tree lighting. He commended the Christmas lighting in the Town Park which is 
more visible now that hedging has been cut back. 

 
Carl Robinson supported lighting the tree on St Mary’s roundabout would be a 
positive, as it is a statement location upon entering the town. 
 
Councillor Lindsey Aston agreed that she supported the idea of having the tree 
wrapped with lights on St Mary’s roundabout, but would also want to see the tree 
on Central Avenue lit too for people are entering the town.  
 
Councillor Andy Hill queried what would happen to the lights as the tree grows, 
adding concerns that the roundabout is prone to vandalism. 
 
The Works and Environment Manager suggested to wrap the lights relatively 
loosely, and in a few years, there would be a need to refit them via an arborist 
who can climb to a height to dress the branches. If the lights are tied onto the 
tree, then vandals would have to physically get into the tree and pull it out. Heavy 
duty wire lights are being considered as they are more substantial. 
 

Councillor Carl Robinson raised caution to ensure the lights are not so bright that 
they become a hazard for drivers. 
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 It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, seconded by Councillor Lindsey 
Aston and: 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 

 

ii) The report be received. 
iii) Officers should pursue the improvement of the lighting display at St 

Mary’s Church roundabout as highlighted in the report by: 
- Agreeing the tree wrap proposal and the funding of this via the 

Christmas Lighting Revenue Budget but look at warm white lighting 
rather than bright white to avoid the risk of causing a potential hazard 
for drivers. 

- Fitting festive lighting to the current tree at the A167 junction in 
consultation with Durham County Council. 

- Investigating with Durham County Council the feasibility of planting a 
second tree on the opposite corner of the A167 junction. 

- Requesting Durham County Council make the upgrades to the 
electrical feed box and seeking to fund this via Newton Aycliffe County 
Councillor’s funding via their Neighbourhood Budgets. 

 

66. CEMETERIES REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on items relating to the cemeteries for the seven weeks ended the 
4th January 2026. 

 

    RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

 
Chairman 
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