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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MAY 2025 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 28TH 
MAY 2025 at 7.35pm 
 

  PRESENT  
  Councillor Martin Ashcroft (Chairman) and: 

Councillors: Tunde Akinsanya, Tony Armstrong, Lindsey Aston, Jaci 
Beddard, Tony Beddard, Dorothy Bowman, Arun M. Chandran, Neil 
Collinson, Luke Ellis, Jordan Gill, George Gray, Brian Haigh, Phil 
Hawkins, Andy Hill, Richard Hutchinson, Sandra Kirby, Jacqui 
McFadden, John Moore, Kyle Robinson, Ken Robson, Tracey 
Williams and John Woodward. 
 

OFFICERS 
 Mr Dan Austin (Town Clerk) 
 Ms Amanda Donald (Corporate and Policy Officer) 
 Mr Steve Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mr Lee Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 

Mrs Vikki Anderson (Corporate Assistant) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE 
Twelve members of the public were in attendance. 

 

7. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Carl Robinson, Brian 
Sowerby, Michael Stead and Anne Woodward. 
 

8. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 

 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 

9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

No declarations of interest had been received. 

 

10. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

A member of the public referred to Item 9 of the agenda regarding the Fornax 
(North East) Ltd high temperature thermal treatment facility environmental permit 
consultation, asking if it was a ‘done deal’.  
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft advised that from the Town Council’s point of view it 
most certainly wasn’t, and that the Council will be opposing the application. 
 

The member of the public asked why the four-day consultation was closed after 
only two days, stating that it had seemed to be a tick-box exercise. 
 
Councillor Martin Ashcroft said he could not answer this, as the consultation was 
not undertaken by the Town Council. 
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Councillor Arun M Chandran confirmed that the consultation was nothing to do 
with the Town Council, and that a Town Council has no more rights than any 
other member of the public to respond.  
 

A member of the public as a Darlington Borough Councillor for Heighington, 
explained that Heighington residents had stood against the planning application 
previously. He questioned what the stance the Town Council is taking in relation 
to the environmental permit application and the arguments for/against, advising 
that the Environment Agency had invited residents to a meeting on 16th June, to 
explain to residents what the permit is and what Fornax need to do to satisfy the 
conditions to allow the permit to be approved. He expressed concerns that 
people may start objecting with reasons not relevant to this permit and asked for 
clarification to allow Heighington residents to make their arguments. 
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft requested that Agenda Item 9 be brought forward for 
immediate discussion and this was agreed. 
 

11. FORNAX (NORTH EAST) LTD - HIGH TEMPERATURE THERMAL 
TREATMENT FACILITY ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT CONSULTATION 

 

Members considered a report from the Corporate and Policy Officer requesting 
consideration of a consultation currently being undertaken by the Environment 
Agency in relation to the granting of an Environmental Permit to Fornax (North 
East) Ltd for a high temperature thermal treatment facility.   

 

The Corporate and Policy Officer explained that this issue had been ongoing for 
around four years and there has been very strong public opposition and from 
Great Aycliffe Town Council in relation to the original planning application. 
 

The Council had engaged consultants from ELG Planning to represent the 
Council and community and many residents had spoken very eloquently at the 
Planning Committee Meeting. The planning application was rejected by Durham 
County Council initially. However, Fornax appealed this and the appeal was 
upheld. The Planning Inspector’s reasons were highlighted in the report. 
  
The consultation currently being undertaken by the Environment Agency is in 
relation to the granting of an Environmental Permit to Fornax (North East) Ltd for 
a high temperature thermal treatment facility.   

 

Representatives from the Environment Agency had previously been invited to 
attend a Council Meeting and had advised it had to go through a prescribed 
process in considering whether to issue a permit, and that there would be a 
consultation opportunity to allow representations to be made.  
 

The current situation is that the Environment Agency has issued a briefing 
document explaining the process it will follow in deciding whether or not to issue 
an environmental permit to Fornax. The document also sets out its ongoing role 
as a regulator and enforcement body should the permit be granted. 
 

Although it is by no means a done deal now, this is ultimately the Environment 
Agency’s decision.  
 

The initial consultation is open until 27th June. 
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It was advised that factors which can be taken account of by the Environment 
Agency include: 

 

• Relevant environmental regulatory requirements and technical standards 

• Comments on whether the correct technology is being used for the activity 

• The use of the land around the site, whether the impact on it is 
acceptable, and pollution controls 

• The impact of noise and odour from traffic on the site 

• Permit conditions by providing information not included in the application 
 

The key issue is that if the application shows that the proposed plant will meet all 
current environmental regulations and will operate in a way which will ensure a 
high level of protection of the environment and human health, the Environment 
Agency will issue it with an environmental permit. 
 

There are sixty documents in total, and links are provided within the report which 
is available from the Great Aycliffe Town Council website under ‘Meetings’. 
 

The main concerns for the Town Council are the health impacts, particularly for 
local people and those who have small holdings etc.  A human health risk 
assessment has been undertaken. The substances emitted from the incinerator 
discharge stack include sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, hydrogen chloride, 
hydrogen fluoride, fine particulates, heavy metals, dioxins, furans and PCBs. The 
main risk to health from the emission of dioxins, furans and PCBs is that they 
accumulate in the body over time and may be absorbed directly through 
inhalation of gases and fine particulates or via trace contaminants through soil 
and vegetation into the food chain.  
 

The report takes a worst-case scenario for its modelling and concludes that: 
‘Consequently, it can be concluded that potential exposure to emissions from the 
proposed installation will not pose unacceptable risk to receptors identified in the 
assessment’. However, the report does not state what ‘acceptable’ would be. 
 

The Town Council produced a robust rebuttal of the scheme at both the planning 
application and appeal stages, in support of the local community. There are 
doubts as to how rigorous the monitoring ongoing would be.  
 

The Corporate and Policy Officer also highlighted the concerns around odour 
management. 
 

The following corporate response to the consultation was suggested:  
 

‘The Town Council welcomes the opportunity to submit a comment in  
response to the application by Fornax (North East) Ltd for an Environmental  
Permit in relation to the High Temperature Thermal Treatment Facility at  
Newton Aycliffe.  
 

The Town Council continues to be concerned about the potential long-term  
impact of emission pollution on agricultural land, smallholdings and  
allotments and the long-term effects on communities and businesses in the  
immediate vicinity of the incinerator.   

 

It is clear from the Human Health Risk Assessment that the danger to human 
health remains, particularly in the long-term, and the potential for dioxins and 
furans to be absorbed and accumulated in the body is not considered to be an 
acceptable risk.   
 

There is also concern that odour pollution may still occur as it remains  
possible that odorous and contaminated waste may be accepted and stored  
for a period of time.’ 
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The Works and Environment Manager echoed that the long-term health effects is 
the key potential risk. Local land is used for sheep breeding, poultry etc and is a 
real concern for residents of School Aycliffe and there is an educational 
establishment on the business park too.  Additionally, when the Environment 
Agency spoke to the Town Council, they explained that the monitoring would be 
done by Fornax themselves.  
 

Councillor Arun M Chandran thanked the Corporate and Policy Officer and the 
team of officers for providing these details with such short notice, particularly the 
background information included for the benefit of the new members. This is a 
second chance to oppose the facility, but on slightly different grounds. 
 

He stated he had no objection to incinerators, but that they should be nowhere 
near human beings. He advised that the Council has a consultancy budget which 
could be used to support any formal objection to the permit application.  
 

Councillor Arun M Chandran proposed that the report be received, that the 
Council responds to the environmental permit application and makes a formal 
corporate response to the consultation, that the Corporate and Policy Officer’s 
initial response be agreed, and that the Corporate Management Team are 
delegated responsibility to proceed in making any further responses to the 
consultation and taking action up to any appeal that may take place, using 
outside consultancy if required. He further proposed lobbying the local MP and 
calling upon him to formally support the Town Council and the residents in 
opposing this permit application.  
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft seconded Councillor Arun Chandran’s proposal. 
 

Councillor Ken Robson commented that there is no certainty or guarantees in 
any of the proposals. Future generations are at risk and if we don’t resolve this, 
somebody will suffer later. 
 

Councillor Tony Beddard raised concern that Fornax monitoring themselves 
cannot be acceptable. There has been a failure of the Environment Agency in 
recent years with the current smells that are ongoing in the town, and nobody 
knows where it is coming from, so how can we trust them with an additional 
concern such as this.  
 

Councillor Tony Armstrong strongly refuted comments from the public that as a 
Council, this issue had not been taken seriously, citing the significant efforts and 
expense in opposing the planning application. As Heighington and part of School 
Aycliffe fall under Darlington’s jurisdiction and are not part of Newton Aycliffe, he 
also questioned if Darlington Borough Council will be funding or contributing to 
this debate.  
 

The Corporate and Policy Officer agreed to make some enquiries. 
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 It was proposed by Councillor Arun Chandran, and seconded by Councillor 
Martin Ashcroft, and 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
 

ii) The Council responds to the environmental permit application and makes 
a formal corporate response to the consultation. 

 

iii) The Corporate and Policy Officer’s initial response be agreed as follows:- 
 

‘The Town Council welcomes the opportunity to submit a comment in 
response to the application by Fornax (North East) Ltd for an 
Environmental Permit in relation to the High Temperature Thermal 
Treatment Facility at Newton Aycliffe.  

 

 The Town Council continues to be concerned about the potential long- 
term impact of emission pollution on agricultural land, smallholdings 
and allotments and the long-term effects on communities and 
businesses in the immediate vicinity of the incinerator.   

 

It is clear from the Human Health Risk Assessment that the danger to 
human health remains, particularly in the long-term, and the potential 
for dioxins and furans to be absorbed and accumulated in the body is 
not considered to be an acceptable risk.   

 

 There is also concern that odour pollution may still occur as it remains 
possible that odorous and contaminated waste may be accepted and 
stored for a period of time.’ 

 

iv)  The Corporate Management Team are delegated responsibility to proceed 
in making any further responses to the consultation and taking action up 
to any appeal that may take place, using outside consultancy, if required. 

 

v) The local MP is lobbied to formally support the Town Council and the 
residents in opposing this permit application.  

 

12. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Lindsey Aston, seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson and: 
 

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment 
Committee, held on 9th April 2025, be confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
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13. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on issues relating to the allotments for the six weeks ended the 18th 
May 2025.   

 

Councillor Tracey Williams asked for an update on avian flu. 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator advised that this is still prevalent 
in area and the biggest change for allotment holders is that birds are now allowed 
out into their runs but with minimum controls required such as disinfectants etc. 
Public advice is to not handle birds and to report any concerns to Defra. Numbers 
of cases have declined, but it is still a concern. 
 

Councillor Tracey Williams asked for confirmation that Defra has said they will only 
attend if there are more than five deceased birds within an area. 
 

The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator advised that if a bird in a flock is 
identified as having avian flu, then the whole flock has to be destroyed. If one bird 
was identified at the allotment site, then all of our allotment plot birds would be 
required to be euthanised.  
 

The Works and Environment Manager added that in the wild bird population avian 
flu is prevalent and has been for several months now. A few ducks and geese have 
died recently at West Park lake and have been tested but all results were negative. 
Very little can be done about the issue other than following the national guidance. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Ken Robson, seconded by Councillor Phil Hawkins 
and: 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

14. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Works and Environment 
Manager on items relating to the environment for the six weeks ending the 18th 
May 2025. 
 

The Works and Environment Manager gave a verbal update on Ash tree dieback 
disease which was identified several years ago on some trees in School Aycliffe. 
Since that time, it has spread across the parish. Trees are checked by Officers 
on a regular basis and experts have come in to survey and assess the trees.  
 

The latest survey report has recently been received and there are quite a few 
trees identified in the report, but none that are significantly dangerous to the 
public or property. The Council does have a degree of in-house experience, but 
will also need to use external contractors using the Capital Budget for more 
complex tree works. Officers are looking to inspect the trees identified and create 
a prioritised Action Plan. It is also reassuring that the works previously done has 
helped control the situation.  
 

It was advised that a survey of bins has been carried out on Town Council land 
and facilities following conversations with Durham County Council officers, 
regarding the emptying of Town Council dog bins in line with the Service Level 
Agreement. Adding stickers to the bins with contact details for the responsible 
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agency has not been implemented due to the uncertainty around emptying 
responsibilities, but now this is clarified this will be actioned. 
Councillor Martin Ashcroft reminded members of the walkabout to be held this 
week in Woodham Burn and added that this would be particularly beneficial for 
new members. 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 

 

15. CEMETERIES REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on items relating to the cemeteries for the six weeks ended the 18th 
May 2025. 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

16. NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
 Members considered the following motion from Councillor Phillip Hawkins, and 

seconded by Councillor Richie Hutchinson: 
 

 “At the direction of the Council, the Town Clerk draft an appropriately worded 
letter to our Member of Parliament and the relevant environmental agencies to 
request action to be taken as a matter of urgency to address the nuisance and 
noxious smell in Newton Aycliffe as this is a pressing environmental issue 
affecting the quality of life of a large number of residents in Newton Aycliffe and 
the surrounding area.” 

 

Councillor Arun M Chandran agreed with the proposed motion and suggested 
an addition that the Environment Agency be invited to attend a future meeting 
and address this issue.  
 

Councillor Phil Hawkins and Richie Hutchinson agreed to add this to the motion. 
 
A unanimous vote followed, and it was agreed that: 
 

i) the Town Clerk draft an appropriately worded letter to the local 
Member of Parliament and the relevant environmental agencies 
to request action to be taken as a matter of urgency to address 
the nuisance and noxious smell in Newton Aycliffe as this is a 
pressing environmental issue affecting the quality of life of a 
large number of residents in Newton Aycliffe and the 
surrounding area. 
 

ii) the Environment Agency be invited to attend a future meeting to 
address this issue. 

 
 

Chairman 
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