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RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 28TH MAY 2025 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the RECREATION COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 
28TH MAY 2025 at 7:00pm. 
 

PRESENT  
  Councillor John Moore (Chairman) and: 

Councillors: Tunde Akinsanya, Tony Armstrong, Martin Ashcroft, 
Lindsey Aston, Jaci Beddard, Tony Beddard, Dorothy Bowman, 
Arun M. Chandran, Neil Collinson, Luke Ellis, Jordan Gill, George 
Gray, Brian Haigh, Phil Hawkins, Andy Hill, Richard Hutchinson, 
Sandra Kirby, Jacqui McFadden, Kyle Robinson, Ken Robson, 
Tracey Williams and John Woodward. 

 

OFFICERS 
 Mr Dan Austin (Town Clerk) 
 Miss Amanda Donald (Corporate and Policy Officer) 
 Mrs Judith Thexton (Leisure and Events Manager) 
 Mr Steve Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mr Lee Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 

Mrs Vikki Anderson (Corporate Assistant) 
  

IN ATTENDANCE    
  Twelve members of the public were in attendance. 

 

7. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Carl Robinson, Brian 
Sowerby, Michael Stead and Anne Woodward. 
 

8. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 

 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 

9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

No declarations of interest had been received. 

 

10. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

 No questions were received from the members of public. 
 

11. MINUTES 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Phil 
Hawkins and: 

 

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation 
Committee held on the 26th February 2025 be confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
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12. OAK LEAF GOLF COMPLEX REPORT 
 

Members considered a report providing an update on income, memberships and 
works undertaken at the Oak Leaf Golf Complex for the seven weeks ended the 
18th May 2025.  
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft referred to the Senior Golf Shop Assistant’s recent PGA 
graduation, where he had received an award for being the top trainee for the North 
region. He proposed that this achievement be recognised by the Council under the 
Staff Commendations protocol. 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor 
Andy Hill and: 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The Senior Golf Shop Assistant’s PGA graduation achievement 

be formally recognised by the Council in line with the Staff 
Commendations Protocol. 

 

13. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX USAGE COMPARISONS 
 

Members considered a report from the Sports Complex Manager setting out the 
Sports Complex usage comparisons for March and April. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson and: 
 

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
 

14.  OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 

Members considered a report from the Sports Complex Manager, with updates on 
new developments relating to the Oakleaf Sports Complex since the last meeting. 
 

The Head of Leisure and Events requested that any members who have links with 
any over 60’s community groups to please share a flyer regarding the Senior 
Citizen’s trip to the Sports Complex as it still has many places available. 
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft asked for an update on the kitchen closure between 
25th April and 2nd May. The Town Clerk explained that the kitchen closure was due 
to a heating system issue and having no hot water for a number of days and, as it 
happened over a bank holiday weekend, the service company were unable to 
source the parts of attend to undertake the repair. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson and: 

 

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
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15. OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX BAR CHAIRS REPLACEMENT 
 

 Members considered a report from the Oak Leaf Sports Complex Manager 
requesting consideration of quotes and options for replacing the chairs in the 
sports complex bar. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor Lindsey 
Aston and: 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) A total of 30 bar chairs be replaced and that the quote from 

Company 1 in the report be accepted. 
iii) An additional Capital Budget request of £4,200 be referred to 

the next meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee for 
approval. 
 

16. PARKS UPDATE 
  

A report was received from the Works and Environment Manager providing an 
update on issues relating to the parks.  
 

The Works and Environment Manager drew attention to the recommendations 
regarding the funding of the drainage improvements at Simpasture Park. The 
Council has provision of £20,000 set aside in the Capital Budget, while a grant 
of £8,000 has been confirmed from Great Aycliffe and Middridge Partnership 
(GAMP). He requested approval to engage the contractors to start the work as 
soon as possible to ensure completion of the works before the new football 
season begins. 
 

He also highlighted that the reference to the installation of an island for wildfowl 
on West Park lakes which had been discussed widely by the public on social 
media and the supporting information regarding this issue that had been 
attached to the report for Members’ information should a formal request be 
received. 
 

Councillor Andy Hill advised that there had been no island in the lake 
previously. The lake holds the run-off water from the housing estates and goes 
into the burn. The lake is classified as a recreation area and it will cause more 
problems adding the island, than not having one. 
 

Councillor Tracey Williams suggested that as the water is quite shallow an 
island could be targeted for vandalism. 
 

The Works and Environment Manager advised that the lake is engineered with 
concrete bottom and sides which would cause problems if an island was 
installed. 

 

Councillor George Gray commented on the condition of the rose beds in West 
Park which have not been cut back or weeded. He also commented a tree 
stump that has not been ground out and the damage the tree has caused to the 
footpath.  
 

The Works and Environment Manager advised that he had inspected the rose 
beds, and confirmed that they had not been weeded and needed edging. 
Lowering their height could be done later in the year at the end of the growing 
season.   
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It was further advised that the stump grinder machine was out of operation. A 
full service had been carried out, which unfortunately didn’t resolve the issue 
and it needed new coils. Replacement parts were not readily available locally 
which delayed the repair. However the machine is now operational and the 
stump grinding works will take place in the next few weeks, after which 
operatives can then rectify the issues with the footpath. 
 

Regarding the lake island suggestion, Councillor Arun Chandran raised 
concerns that this would encourage wildfowl to overwinter in the park rather 
than migrate, and the poor condition of islands in other parks in the area, and 
highlighted that the Council had yet to receive a formal request for an island. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor 
Andy Hill and; 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The drainage works at Simpasture Park are to go ahead with 

£14,600 from the capital budget in addition to the £8,000 
GAMP grant. 

iii) The Standing Orders be waived to allow officers to place the 
order immediately following this meeting to allow the works to 
take place over the closed summer football season.   
 

17. OAK LEAF SPORTS COMPLEX SERVICE PLAN 2025/26 
 

Members considered a report from the Head of Leisure and Events setting out 
the 2025/26 Oak Leaf Sports Complex Service Plan for approval. 
 

Councillor Tony Armstrong commended the Sports Complex Manager for the 
achievements over the last twelve months and future plans. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Ken Robson, seconded by Councillor Martin 
Ashcroft and; 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The 2025/26 Oak Leaf Sports Complex Service Plan be approved. 

 

18. OAK LEAF GOLF COMPLEX SERVICE PLAN 2025/26 
 

Members considered a report from the Head of Leisure and Events setting out 
the 2025/26 Oak Leaf Golf Complex Service Plan for approval.. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor 
Andy Hill and; 

 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The 2025/26 Oak Leaf Golf Complex Service Plan be approved. 
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19. PARK EXCLUSION 
 

Members considered a report from the Corporate and Policy Officer 
requesting the endorsement of a decision taken by officers, under 
delegated powers, to issue a Parks Exclusion Notice. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M Chandran, seconded by Councillor 
Lindsey Aston and: 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 

 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The Parks Exclusion Notice of twelve months be endorsed. 

 
 

Chairman 
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