RECREATION COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 9™ JULY 2025

Minutes of the meeting of the RECREATION COMMITTEE held in the Council
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY,
9™H JULY 2025 at 8:45pm.

PRESENT

Councillor John Moore (Chairman) and:

Councillors: Tunde Akinsanya, Tony Armstrong, Martin Ashcroft,
Lindsey Aston, Jaci Beddard, Tony Beddard, Dorothy Bowman,
Arun M. Chandran, Neil Collinson, Luke Ellis, Jordan Gill,
George Gray, Brian Haigh, Phil Hawkins, Richard Hutchinson,
Sandra Kirby, Jacqui McFadden, Carl Robinson, Kyle Robinson,
Ken Robson, Brian Sowerby, Tracey Williams, Anne Woodward
and John Woodward.

OFFICERS

Mr Dan Austin (Town Clerk)

Mr Andrew Clark (Sports Complex Manager)

Mr Steve Cooper (Works and Environment Manager)

Miss Amanda Donald (Corporate and Policy Officer)

Mr Lee Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator)
Mrs Vikki Anderson (Corporate Assistant)

IN ATTENDANCE

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,

One member of the public was in attendance.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Andy Hill and Michael Stead.
MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS
No applications for dispensations had been received.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Carl Robinson declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of the
Oakleaf Golf Complex.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

No questions were received from the member of public.

MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Ken
Robson and:

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation
Committee held on the 28" May 2025 be confirmed as a correct record
and signed by the Chairman.



25.

26.

27.

28.

GOLF WORKING GROUP NOTES

Members received the notes and recommendations of the meeting of the Golf
Course Working Group held on the 15t July 2025 for approval.

The Chairman commented that it was excellent to see the Golf Club and
Council working so well together and offered his thanks and congratulations to
all concerned.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Neil
Collinson and:

RESOLVED - That the notes and recommendations of the
meeting of the Golf Working Group held on the 15t July 2025 be agreed,
confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

OAK LEAF GOLF COMPLEX REPORT

Members considered a report providing an update on income, memberships and
works undertaken at the Oak Leaf Golf Complex for the six weeks ended the 29t
June 2025.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Ken
Robson and:

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.

i)  The Golf Administrator’s proposal that if a sponsor or sponsors
are found for the golf scorecards, that they are offered a free
membership for the 2026/27 membership year, be approved.

i)  The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator to proceed with
a further tree planting scheme on the golf course via the NECF.

OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX USAGE COMPARISONS

Members considered a report from the Sports Complex Manager setting out the
Sports Complex usage comparisons for May and June.

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M Chandran, and seconded by Councillor
Ken Robson and:

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i) The report and appendices be received.

OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX NEW DEVELOPMENTS

Members considered a report from the Sports Complex Manager, with updates on
new developments relating to the Oakleaf Sports Complex since the last meeting.

The Sports Complex Manager added that he is aiming to encourage more people
to use the Sports Complex during warmer months, as well as winter months when
the facility is always busier.

Councillor Martin Ashcroft commended the Manager on being so resourceful.



29.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor Lindsey
Aston and:

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  the report be received.

i) the Sports Complex Manager’s proposal to hold an “Open
Day” at the Sports Complex on Saturday 6™ September with
free sport offered to local residents and giving local clubs the
opportunity to promote their sports, be approved.

OAKLEAF SPORTS COMPLEX HEATING SYSTEM REPLACEMENT

Members considered a report from the Oak Leaf Sports Complex Manager
requesting consideration of quotes and options for replacing the heating system in
the Sports Complex.

The Chairman added that after speaking with the Manager before the meeting, he
had been advised that one of the boilers had broken down further.

The Sports Complex Manager gave a verbal update, explaining that the previous
Thursday there had been no hot water due to the boiler losing pressure. Usually,
staff can get it back working that day. The following day the same happened and
over the weekend the same happened two or three times each day.

After speaking to the Town Clerk and Finance Manager he had been advised to
seek professional advice from the service company, and they had sent out an
engineer to assess the situation this morning. The engineer has advised that the
boiler has reached the end of its life span and advised that it needs to be replaced.

Therefore, the Sports Complex Manager was now recommending the replacement
of all three boilers plus the water boiler.

Councillor Martin Ashcroft added that as the Council is about to go into the
summer recess, there is a need to act now, so that the problems can be rectified.

The Chairman added that the issues had previously put the kitchen out of order for
a considerable amount of time.

Councillor Arun M Chandran commended the report and proposed to proceed with
the officer's recommendations. This was seconded by Councillor Martin Ashcroft.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i) The report be received.

i)  Officers proceed with option e) to replace three boilers and the
water boiler.

i)  The additional Capital Budget approval request of £24,769 is
referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for approval (via
a bringing forward of the Asset Management Plan budget
provision).

iv)  The Standing Order Exemption Form be approved.



30.

31.

PARKS UPDATE

A report was received from the Works and Environment Manager providing an
update on issues relating to the parks.

The Works and Environment Manager gave a verbal update advising that
travellers had attempted to gain access to the sports pitches field recently and
officers and works operatives had diverted this. He commented how hugely
impressed he was by the operatives’ actions and how their presence had
stopped the travellers from coming on site, expressing his gratitude.

Councillor Martin Ashcroft added that he was extremely pleased at the quick
response from officers and operatives, asking that the Committee gives thanks
and gratitude for the responsive actions on the day.

Councillor Arun M Chandran asked officers to ensure that the police are
informed and requested to use their statutory powers if a similar incident was to
occur.

The Town Clerk advised that following the incident last year with the
unauthorised traveller's encampment, officers had pulled together a
comprehensive protocol, collating the lessons learned and actions to be taken
to address any similar situation, which includes utilising the powers of the
police.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor Arun
M Chandran and;

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.

i)  The officer’s decision to extend the park exclusion of a youth who
has continued to flout park rules and failed to follow orders, be
ratified.

i) The Committee gives thanks and gratitude to the officers and
works operatives for their responsive action to the attempt by
travellers to gain access to the football pitches.

REQUEST FOR A SEAT IN WEST PARK

Members considered a letter from a resident, requesting that a seat be installed
in West Park.

Background information was provided in relation to previous requests of this
nature and the reasons relating to the risk of attracting anti-social behaviour,
that the Council has refused these requests previously.

Councillor Tracey Williams commented that as this request had been brought to
Council numerous times and asked what could be done.

Councillor George Gray explained that a 93-year-old resident who shops at the
West Park shop, has difficulties walking and whilst there is a seat next to the
shop, she has requested that a seat be installed halfway to her house. He
referenced the previous petition signed by 45 local residents.

Councillor Lindsey Aston queried that it had not been highlighted in the letter or
supporting information where the seat would be situated.



32.

Councillor John Moore clarified that there was previously a chair on site, which
was removed, and the request is to reinstate it in the same place.

It was proposed by Councillor George Gray and seconded by Councillor Tracey
Williams that the request be agreed.

A named vote was requested with the following results:

For 13

Councillors Tony Armstrong, Jaci Beddard, Tony Beddard, Jordan Gill,
George Gray, Richard Hutchinson, Sandra Kirby, Jacqui McFadden, Carl
Robinson, Kyle Robinson, Ken Robson, Brian Sowerby and Tracey Williams.

Against 2
Councillors Martin Ashcroft and Arun M Chandran.

Abstention 7
Councillors Tunde Akinsanya, Lindsey Aston, Neil Collinson, Luke Ellis,
Phillip Hawkins, Anne Woodward and John Woodward.

Councillor Arun M Chandran requested that for any named votes in future, the
Town Clerk would read aloud the names of each member as they are recorded.
This was agreed.

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i) A seat be installed in West Park by the Works Department in the
location of the seat previously removed.

PURCHASE OF AN ADDITIONAL DRIVING RANGE BALL DISPENSER
MACHINE

Members considered a report from the Town Clerk and Golf Administrator
requesting approval to purchase an additional driving range ball dispenser
machine.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor Arun
M Chandran and:

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.

i)  The officer's recommendation that an additional driving range
ball dispenser machine is purchased at a cost of £4,550, be
endorsed.

i)  An additional Capital Budget approval request of £4,550 is
referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for approval.

iv)  Any permanent savings in staffing costs from reduced range
ball picking, and increases in income from reduced closures,
are quantified and accounted for in the 2026/27 budget
setting process.



33.

34.

35.

2025/26 CAPITAL PROGRAMME - PURCHASE OF A GOLF COURSE TOP
DRESSING MACHINE

Members considered a report from the Grounds Services Maintenance
Coordinator requesting the approval to purchase a trailer mounted golf course
top dressing machine.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor
Neil Collinson and;

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.
i)  The purchase of the Vale Star Green TD1500T top dresser at a
cost of £10,000, be approved.

2025/26 CAPITAL PROGRAMME - PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT DRIVING
RANGE UTILITY VEHICLE

Members considered a report from the Grounds Services Maintenance
Coordinator requesting the approval to purchase a replacement Driving Range
Utility vehicle.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Ken
Robson and;

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i) The purchase of the Kioti K9 2410U at a cost of £22,100, be
approved.
ii) The Capital Budget overspend by £100 be noted and agreed.

PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT DRIVING RANGE BALL PICKING MACHINE

Members considered a report from the Grounds Services Maintenance
Coordinator requesting the approval to purchase a replacement Driving Range
Ball Picking machine.

Councillor Martin Ashcroft commented that with the additional balls being used
this is a required piece of equipment covering a wider area.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor
Luke Ellis and;

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i) The report be received.

i)  The purchase of the Badcock Modular Ball Collector at a cost
of £2,650, be approved.

i)  The cost be funded from the unused Capital Budget resources
set aside for the golf course top dresser machine.



36.

EXTERNAL EVENTS APPLICATION — BACCANALIA HERITAGE FESTIVAL

Members considered a report from the Head of Leisure and Events, requesting
members’ consideration of an application for event funding, received from
Baccanalia for Culture CIC, in relation to South West Durham Heritage Festival
they are organising in Newton Aycliffe, Bishop Auckland, Spennymoor and
Shildon.

Councillor Arun M Chandran commented that he would like it recording in the
minutes that he was against this application, as after reading the full report he
cannot envision what the actual proposal is, particularly when it is primarily
discussing other towns.

Councillor Carl Robinson requested confirmation that the grant would be spent
in Newton Aycliffe.

The Town Clerk confirmed that the events within the other local areas have
been supported by those councils, and that the grant from this Council, if
agreed, will be ringfenced for Newton Aycliffe, and that discussions have been
held around how to tie the event in with the town’s recent 75" anniversary.

Councillor Ken Robson commented that the 200-year anniversary of the
Stockton and Darlington Railway and the links to the first railway station in
Newton Aycliffe should be included in the plans.

Councillor Luke Ellis expressed that so long as the funding is ringfenced to
Newton Aycliffe, this is a good project.

It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, and seconded by Councillor
Luke Ellis and;

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.
i)  The grant request for the event be approved.



37.

FOOTBALL PITCH ALLOCATIONS FOR 2025/26 SEASON

Members considered a report from the Works and Environment Manager
outlining the proposed football pitch allocations for 2025/26.

Councillor Martin Ashcroft commented that this is looked at annually and that
the Works and Environment Manager hasn’t been able to allocate all pitches
this year due to the increased the number of pitches and some teams have
dwindled away, but the officer has done all within his power to allocate all the
pitches

Councillor Arun M Chandran proposed that officers be given discretionary
powers to use every year going forward to allocate any vacant pitches without
needing to report this to committee.

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor
Carl Robinson and;

RESOLVED - that it be recommended that:

i)  The report be received.

i)  The proposed allocation of football pitches for the 2025/26
season be approved.

i)  Officers be given discretion to appoint additional teams to the
vacant pitches if the opportunity becomes available going
forward without needing to seek approval from this
committee.

Chairman
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