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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2025 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 15TH 
OCTOBER 2025 at 8.50pm. 
 

  PRESENT  
  Councillor Martin Ashcroft (Chairman) and: 

Councillors: Tony Armstrong, Lindsey Aston, Jaci Beddard,  
Tony Beddard, Dorothy Bowman, Arun M. Chandran, Neil Collinson, 
George Gray, Brian Haigh, Phil Hawkins, Andy Hill, Sandra Kirby, 
Jacqui McFadden, John Moore, Carl Robinson, Kyle Robinson,  
Brian Sowerby, Tracey Williams, Anne Woodward and John Woodward. 

 

OFFICERS 
 Mr Dan Austin (Town Clerk) 
 Mr Steve Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Mr Lee Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 
 Mrs Tracey Woodhead (Finance Manager) 

Mrs Vikki Anderson (Corporate Assistant) 
  

IN ATTENDANCE    
  Two members of the public were in attendance. 

 

39. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Tunde Akinsanya,  
Lisa Conners, Luke Ellis, Jordan Gill, Richard Hutchinson, Ken Robson and 
Michael Stead. 
 

40. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 

41. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

No declarations of interest were received. 

 

42.  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

Two representatives of the Great Aycliffe Garden Guild offered to work with 
officers to assist with the garden competition. 
 
The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator advised that the offer from the 
Garden Guild would be gratefully received as they are in a better position to 
judge the allotments, but he would still want the Council to be involved in the 
judging. One option was discussed where the winner of one allotment site could 
then judge the winner at another site and so on. To work alongside the Garden 
Guild would help to forge an even stronger partnership. 
 
Councillor Martin Ashcroft thanked the Garden Guild representatives for 
attending and commented that the Council appreciate the opportunity to work in 
partnership. 
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Councillor Arun M Chandran proposed that officers are authorised to use their 
discretion on how best to work with the Garden Guild on the Allotments 
Competition and report back to the Committee.  
 
This was seconded by Councillor Carl Robinson. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Arun M Chandran, seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson and: 

 
RESOLVED – That the officers are authorised to use their discretion to 

decide how best to work with the Garden Guild on the 
Allotments Competition and report back to the 
Committee. 

 

43. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, seconded by Councillor Neil 
Collinson and: 

 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment 

Committee, held on 3rd September 2025, be confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

44. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on issues relating to the allotments for the six weeks ended the 4th 
October 2025.   
 
The Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator advised that decisions were 
required in relation to a request to extend an allotment and the issue of 
transferring the ownership and responsibility for the maintenance of poultry 
sheds to the tenants. 

 
Councillor Carl Robinson proposed that the request from the allotment tenant at 
St Oswald’s to extend their plot onto the adjacent grassed area be approved and 
that notification is given to poultry tenants of a change to the tenancy agreements 
for poultry plots to transfer ownership and responsibility for the maintenance of 
poultry sheds from the Council to the tenants. 

 
Councillor Phil Hawkins seconded this. 
 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The ownership and responsibility for the maintenance of the 

poultry shed be transferred from the Council to the tenant and that 
notification is given to poultry tenants of the relevant change to 
their tenancy agreements. 

iii) The application from the tenant requesting to extend their 
allotment plot at St. Oswald’s be approved. 

 
 
 
 



3 
 

45. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Works and Environment 
Manager on issues relating to the environment for the six weeks ending the 4th 

October 2025. 
 
The Works and Environment Manager drew members attention to the issues with 
Durham County Council regarding Christmas lights street columns.  
 
Durham County Council have requested that the Town Council pay to upgrade 
the five street lighting columns that have recently failed stress tests for festive 
lighting to heavy duty columns. If this is not done the Town Council will be unable 
to erect festive lighting on them this year. Officers are concerned that as more 
and more columns fail stress tests over the coming years, the extent of the Town 
Council Christmas lighting display will be significantly diminished, unless the 
Town Council agrees to fund a County Council asset.  
 
The Town Clerk identified a further concern that County Council officers have 
advised that even when the County Council eventually replace the street lighting 
columns, like for like, they will not be attaching the commando boxes which are 
required to enable the use of festive lights, and they are also not allowing any 
banners or anything else to be erected on the columns. This is despite the fact 
that the columns have always previously been permitted to have festive lighting 
and other equipment attached to them. Requiring the Town Council to pay to 
replace the columns is double taxation and needs to be challenged, particularly 
as other towns in the county are having their festive displays funded.  
 
These concerns have been raised with the Newton Aycliffe County Councillors 
and County Council highways officers. 

 
Councillor Arun M Chandran commented that whilst he can understand Durham 
County Council’s position from a financial point of view, he proposed that officers 
continue to lobby Durham County Council and that this issue also needs to be 
raised with County Durham Association of Local Council.  

 
Councillor Lindsey Aston queried if any other equipment would include CCTV 
cameras. The Town Clerk confirmed that the CCTV would also not be permitted 
to be fitted to the columns. 
 

Councillor Lindsey Aston suggested that if Durham County Council are 
prohibiting the erection of CCTV cameras where they are needed, this argument 
may hold more weight than festive lighting. 

 
 Councillor Phil Hawkins asked if there a legal challenge that can made. 

  
The Town Clerk explained that there would be no legal challenge as street 
lighting is a statutory function of Durham County Council, so they are replacing 
the columns as street lighting columns, as required. The festive lighting that the 
Town Council chooses to display is a discretionary service.  
 
Councillor Carl Robinson commented that the Christmas tree which was planted 
in Aycliffe Village last year had not grown very much and proposed that a 
temporary cut Christmas tree be purchased for this Christmas, subject to this 
being referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for approval.  
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Councillor Arun Chandran seconded this. 
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft suggested contacting local company Hydram 
regarding the commemorative bench for the commemoration of the 200th 
Anniversary of the Stockton and Darlington Railway. 
 
The Works and Environment Manager advised he had contacted Hydram and 
Aycliffe Fabrication plus there is Hitachi, Sabre Rail and Husqvarna as well as 
other companies, so this project could potentially get a lot of support locally. 
 
In relation to funding, the Finance Manager explained that there are spare funds 
within the Community Support Fund which could be used, and this is an item on 
the Agenda for the Policy and Resources Committee Meeting next week. 

 
 RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 

 
i) The report be received. 
ii) A temporary cut Christmas tree be purchased for Aycliffe Village 

for this Christmas, subject to the cost of this being referred to the 
Policy and Resources Committee for approval.  

iii) Officers investigate the feasibility of a sculpture or bench top 
commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway, in partnership with local companies and groups. 

 

46. CEMETERIES REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on items relating to the cemeteries for the six weeks ended 4th 
October 2025. 

 

      RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

47.  FLOWER BEDS 
 

Members considered a report from the Works and Environment Manager 
presenting information in relation to the provision of Council flower beds and 
planters and highlighting some possible options for future changes to this 
service, including the option of sustainable planting. 

 
Councillor Andy Hill proposed the following actions in relation to each flower bed: 

 

West Cemetery The main circular bed within the cemetery and a walled 
bed at entrance are maintained. 

Council Offices The three rectangular beds are maintained subject to 
significantly increasing the organic matter within the 
Council Offices beds to increase nutrient levels and 
retain water content.  

Sports Complex The large walled bed is changed over to perennial 
planting and the small bed is maintained as annual 
planting. 

Williamfield Way The two rectangular beds are handed back to Durham 
County Council. 

Stephenson Way 
Cemetery 

The two walled beds and three traditional beds are 
maintained. 
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Simpasture Park The six small circular beds are removed and grassed 
over and replaced with an additional ten-barrel planters. 

Town Park Maintain the six large beds leading towards Tesco exit, 
plus the half circle bed, but plant perennial plants in the 
middle of the two central beds. 

St Clares The six raised beds are maintained, and the semi-circular 
bed is removed and grassed over.  

St Marys The large square planter is maintained. 

St Oswald’s Park The twelve various beds within the park are all maintained. 

Aycliffe Village Green The three round beds are maintained. 
 

The Works and Environment Manager clarified that whilst perennials are more 
expensive, the savings from what would be removed at St Clare’s and handing back 
Williamfield Way to Durham County Council should offset these costs.  

 

Councillor Lindsey Aston asked if winter plants would still be planted ensuring year-
round colour, which was confirmed to be correct by the Works and Environment 
Manager. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Andy Hill, seconded by Councillor Martin Ashcroft 
with a unanimous vote and:  
 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) Winter bedding should be continued on all of the Council’s sites.  
iii) The following actions are agreed in relation to each area: 

 

West Cemetery The main circular bed within the cemetery and a walled 
bed at entrance are maintained. 

Council Offices The three rectangular beds are maintained subject to 
significantly increasing the organic matter within the 
Council Offices beds to increase nutrient levels and retain 
water content. 

Sports Complex The large walled bed is changed over to perennial 
planting, and the small bed is maintained as annual 
planting. 

Williamfield Way The two rectangular beds are handed back to Durham 
County Council. 

Stephenson Way 
Cemetery 

The two walled beds and three traditional beds are 
maintained. 

Simpasture Park The six small circular beds are removed and grassed 
over and replaced with an additional ten-barrel planters at 
a cost of approximately £450 from the 2025/26 Bedding 
Plants Budget. 

Town Park Maintain the six large beds leading towards Tesco exit, 
plus the half circle bed, but plant perennial plants in the 
middle of the two central beds. 

St Clares The six raised beds are maintained, and the semi-circular 
bed is removed and grassed over.  

St Marys The large square planter is maintained. 

St Oswald’s Park The twelve various beds within the park are all 
maintained. 

Aycliffe Village Green The three round beds are maintained. 
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48. REQUEST TO SITE TWO TELECOMMUNICATION POLES ON AYCLIFFE VILLAGE 
GREEN 

 

Members considered a report from the Town Clerk following a request from 
Openreach to site two 9-metre telecommunication poles on Aycliffe Village Green, 
at Well Bank, to assist in the roll out of high-speed internet in the village, bearing 
in mind the concerns raised and the identified need for Openreach to undertake 
formal consultation with the local residents.  
 

The Town Clerk clarified that the concerns are not regarding the principle of the 
proposal, but the lack of consultation with the residents. 
 

Councillor Carl Robinson commented that he supported the Town Clerk as the 
councillor for the village in requesting consultation with residents. 
 

Councillor Lindsey Aston highlighted the importance of appropriate measures to 
ensure Openreach repair any damage caused to the green during installation. 
 

The Town Clerk confirmed that he would liaise with the Council’s solicitors to 
ensure the agreement is clear about making good any damage to the green after 
the work is completed. 
 

Councillor Tony Beddard encouraged caution on ensuring the agreement clearly 
states that Openreach do not have permission to erect a 5G mast. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lindsey Aston, seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson and:  

 

 RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) Openreach are advised that the Council does not have an issue 

with the request, in principle, but require a formal consultation with 
local residents and confirmation that any damage to the village 
green must be made good, before authorising the work. 

 

49. 2026/27 DRAFT ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REVENUE AND CAPITAL BUDGETS 
 

 Members considered a report from the Finance Manager setting out the draft 
2026/27 Revenue and Capital Budgets for the Environment Committee for approval. 

 

 The Finance Manager outlined a number of risks and challenges identified within 
the report, which had been built into the draft budget and provided a summary of 
the draft revenue and capital budget proposals. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M Chandran, seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson and:  
 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The report be received. 
ii) The draft 2026/27 Environment Revenue Budget be agreed. 
iii) The draft 2026/27 Environment Capital Programme Budget be 

agreed and the projects to be allocated as per the Officer’s 
recommendations outlined within the report. 

 

Chairman 
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