
1 
 

FULL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 29TH OCTOBER 2025 – 7.00 p.m. 
 
Minutes of the proceedings of the ORDINARY MEETING of the COUNCIL held in the 
Council Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on 
WEDNESDAY 29TH OCTOBER 2025 at 7.00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT  
Councillor Ken Robson (Chairman) and  
Councillors Tunde Akinsanya, Martin Ashcroft, Jaci Beddard,  
Tony Beddard, Dorothy Bowman, Arun M. Chandran,  
Neil Collinson, George Gray, Brian Haigh, Phillip Hawkins,  
Andy Hill, Richard Hutchinson, Sandra Kirby, Jackie McFadden, 
Carl Robinson, Michael Stead, Tracey Williams,  
Anne Woodward and John Woodward. 

 

OFFICERS   
Mr. Dan Austin (Town Clerk) 

   Mrs. Sharna Stretch (Senior Administration Officer) 
    

IN ATTENDANCE  
 Four members of the public were present. 

 

74. NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read. 
 

75. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Lindsey Aston, Jordan Gill, 
John Moore, Kyle Robinson and Brian Sowerby. 
 

76. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There had been no requests for dispensations under disclosable or non-
disclosable interests. 

 

77. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Phillip Hawkins declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 10 

as he is in the process of becoming a trustee with the 1407 Air Cadets Squadron. 
 

78. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

A member of the public spoke in support of the establishment of the role of 
Mayor’s Cadet and the transformational benefits that the 1407 Air Cadets can 
have to young people. 
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79. MINUTES 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor Andy Hill, and seconded by Councillor Richard 
Hutchinson and; 

 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Meeting of the Council 

held on the 17th September 2025 be confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 

 

80. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 A list of the Mayor’s most recent appointments was submitted for information.   
 

RESOLVED – as follows: 
 

i) That the announcements be received. 
 

81. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

(a)  Environment Committee  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Andy 
Hill; and; 

RESOLVED – as follows: 
 

i)  That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held 
on the 15th October 2025 be received, and  

ii)  That the minutes and recommendations be approved and adopted. 
 

(b)  Recreation Committee  
 
It was proposed by Councillor George Gray, and seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson; and 

RESOLVED – as follows: 
 

i)  That the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee held 
on the 15th October 2025 be received, and  

ii)  That the minutes and recommendations be approved and adopted. 
 

(c)  Policy and Resources Committee  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Carl Robinson, and seconded by Councillor Martin 
Ashcroft; and 

 RESOLVED – as follows: 
 

i)  That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy and Resources 
Committee held on the 22nd October 2025 be received, and  

ii)  That the minutes and recommendations be approved and adopted. 
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82. CLIMATE EMERGENCY PROGRESS UPDATE  
 

The Town Clerk submitted a report to update Members in relation to progress in 
making the Town Council carbon neutral within an ambitious timeframe. 
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft commented on the sports complex solar panel system 
feasibility study update raising concern that a ground based solar panel array 
could be subject to vandalism.  
 

Councillor Carl Robinson echoed these concerns and added that sufficient funds 
are already set aside in the Medium-Term Financial Plan to replace the sports 
complex roof to accommodate the solar panels, once the report is completed.   

 

The Town Clerk commented that the feasibility study was in its early stages, and 
that a feasibility report highlighting all of the relevant options would follow with an 
update to Council in the future.  
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft proposed that the report be received. This was 
seconded by Councillor Carl Robinson. 
 

Councillor Arun Chandran advised that the Council needed to take cognisance of 
the plans of the new Reform administration at Durham County Council and the 
likelihood that they may deprioritise or abandon the net zero aims and objectives,  
 

Councillor Arun Chandran proposed that the report be received and that the 
Council and officers continue on the present course and carbon reduction plan 
but that at all times the Councils’ main considerations are on meeting legislative 
requirements, applying common sense and awareness of value for money and 
not ideological considerations. 
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft agreed to incorporate Councillor Chandran’s proposal. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson; and 
 

RESOLVED – as follows; 
 

i) That the report be received;  
ii) That the Council and officers continue on the present course 

and carbon reduction plan but that at all times the Councils’ 
main considerations are on meeting legislative requirements, 
applying common sense and awareness of value for money. 

iii) That a further report be brought forward to the Council 
following the receipt of the solar panel feasibility study. 

 

83. REQUEST FROM 1407 NEWTON AYCLIFFE SQUADRON AIR CADETS - 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A MAYOR’S CADET 

  

The Town Clerk submitted a request from the 1407 Newton Aycliffe Squadron Air 
Cadets requesting the consideration of the establishment of a Mayor’s Cadet role.  
 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson; and 
 

RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 

i)  That officers are authorised, with the Mayor, to hold further 
discussions with 1407 Air Cadets to establish this initiative. 
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84. WRITE OFF OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 
 

Members were requested to agree the write-off of the outstanding AJX Academy 
debt as approved at the Policy and Resources Committee Meeting on 22nd 
October 2025. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Arun Chandran, and seconded by Councillor Carl 
Robinson; and 

RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 

i)  That the outstanding debt from AJX Academy be written off. 
 

85. OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

Members received reports from representatives on the following Outside Bodies: 
 

(a) County Durham Association of Local Councils (CDALC) 
Councillor Carl Robinson advised he had attended the CDALC Annual 
General Meeting. He advised that the Council’s Motion to change the makeup 
of the Executive Committee to include representatives from eight larger and 
eight smaller authorities, plus one from Darlington, one from Gateshead and 
one from Sunderland had been agreed and for which nominations would be 
required in due course. Other items discussed included the increase in 
affiliation fees. Councillor Arun Chandran advised that nominations to the 
CDALC Executive Committee are not based on Councils, but Councillors, and 
that whoever is elected, it is vital that they attend the meetings.   

 

(b) Aycliffe Village Hall Association 
Councillor Carl Robinson gave a verbal update on repairs to the village hall 
and preparations for Christmas. 
 

(c) Woodham Village Community Association  
Councillor Jackie Mc Fadden Lewis advised that there had been no 
meetings.  
 

(d) Local Network (Aycliffe North and Middridge, Aycliffe South and 
Sedgefield) Committee  
The Town Clerk advised that as the motion had been agreed in relation to 
the CDALC Executive Committee to remove the link to the Local Networks, 
this outside body would be no longer required.   

 

 (e) Larger Local Councils’ Forum   
Councillor Martin Ashcroft advised that there had been no meetings. 

 

 (f) Newton Aycliffe Bus Preservation Society 
Councillor Dorothy Bowman advised that she could not attend the meeting. 

 

 (g) Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway 
Councillor Brian Haigh provided an update advising of a television 
programme featuring Locomotion No 1 which is currently available.  
The Chairman added that he was disappointed about the lack of 
consultation with the Council and involvement with the community 
regarding the various 200th Anniversary events and added that he is 
working with local groups on a book for schools about the railway.  
The Town Clerk added that he has raised the issue of the lack of 
consultation and community involvement regarding the anniversary events 
formally with the events organiser and would be holding a meeting to 
discuss the concerns later this month. 
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 (h) Western Area Partnership 
   Councillor Tracey Williams advised that there had been no information 

regarding a meeting since the summer. The Town Clerk agreed to contact 
the partnership for an update as to when the meetings would be re-
established. 

 

(i) Cornforth Partnership 
Councillor Jaci Beddard advised that there had been no meetings. 
 

(j) Community Hub Development Group 
Councillor Jackie McFadden advised that the last meeting had been 
cancelled, due to impending part opening of the Hub. She further advised 
that the full opening of the Hub was due to take place in March. 
 

(k) Oak Leaf Golf Club 
Councillor Tony Beddard advised that he had attended the meeting on 28th 
October, reporting that the club finances were healthy and attendance is 
up. Councillor Tracey Williams asked if there were any incentives to 
promote lady golfers joining the club, and the Town Clerk agreed to raise 
this with the Golf Club at the next meeting. 

 

86.  EXEMPT BUSINESS 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Andy 
Hill and; 

 

RESOLVED – that it was in the opinion of the Council that due 
to the confidential nature of the following item, it was advisable to 
exclude the press and public. 

 

87.  COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AND AWARDS SCHEME NOMINATION 
 

A report was submitted from the Town Clerk asking members to consider a 
nomination received under the Council’s Community Recognition and Awards 
Scheme. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft and seconded by Councillor Arun 
Chandran that the nominee receive a framed community recognition certificate 
and a ‘local hero’ medal.  

 

RESOLVED – as follows:- 
 

i)  That the report be received; 
ii)  That the nominee identified in the report receives a community 

recognition scheme medal and framed certificate. 
 

88.  RE-ADMISSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, and seconded by Councillor Andy 
Hill and; 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the press and 

public be re-admitted to the meeting. 
 

CHAIRMAN 
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