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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2025 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, on WEDNESDAY, 26TH 
NOVEMBER 2025 at 10.06pm. 
 

  PRESENT  
  Councillor Martin Ashcroft (Chairman) and: 

Councillors: Tony Armstrong, Lindsey Aston, Jaci Beddard,  
Tony Beddard, Dorothy Bowman, Arun M. Chandran, Neil Collinson, 
Luke Ellis, Jordan Gill, Andy Hill, Jacqui McFadden Lewis,  
John Moore, Carl Robinson, Kyle Robinson, Ken Robson,  
Michael Stead, Tracey Williams, Anne Woodward and John Woodward. 
 

OFFICERS 
 Mr Dan Austin (Town Clerk) 
 Mr Steve Cooper (Works and Environment Manager) 
 Miss Amanda Donald (Corporate and Policy Officer) 
 Mr Lee Williams (Grounds Maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 
 Mrs Tracey Woodhead (Finance Manager) 

Mrs Vikki Anderson (Corporate Assistant) 
  

IN ATTENDANCE    
  One member of the public was in attendance. 

 

50. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Tunde Akinsanya,  
Lisa Conners, George Gray, Brian Haigh, Phil Hawkins, Sandra Kirby and  
Brian Sowerby. 
 

51. MEMBERS’ DISPENSATIONS 
 
 No applications for dispensations had been received. 
 

52. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

No declarations of interest were received. 

 

53.  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

No public questions were received. 
 

54. MINUTES 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Ken Robson, seconded by Councillor Lindsey 
Aston and: 

 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment 

Committee, held on 15th October 2025, be confirmed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
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55. ALLOTMENTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTES 
 

Members considered the notes and recommendations from the Allotments 
Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 18th November 2025. 
 

Councillor Martin Ashcroft advised that the meeting was informative and the 
Great Aycliffe Garden Guild presentation was informative and well received. 
 

It was confirmed that the Garden Guild will be working alongside officers going 
forward in judging the annual allotment competition. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin Ashcroft, seconded by Councillor Neil 
Collinson and: 
 

RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 
 

i) The Allotments Annual General Meeting Notes be received. 
 

56. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on issues relating to the allotments for the six weeks ended the 16th 
November 2025 and a request to amend the wording of the Poultry Site Tenancy 
Agreement following the decision at the previous meeting.  
 

It was proposed by Councillor Arun M Chandran, seconded by Councillor Ken 
Robson and: 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that: 

 

i) The report be received. 
ii) Clause 4 (b) “Provide and maintain the poultry hut.”, be removed 

from the tenancy agreement with effect from January 2027 for 
existing tenants, and with immediate effect for new tenants. 

 

57. ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Works and Environment 
Manager on issues relating to the environment for the six weeks ending the 16th 

November 2025. 
 

Councillor Arun M Chandran highlighted that County Councillor Tim McGuinness 
had reportedly been very co-operative in assisting with the streetlight column 
issues regarding festive lighting, and this is a positive for the Town Council if this 
level of support continues. 

 

Councillor Carl Robinson thanked the Officers and Council for the Christmas tree 
in Aycliffe Village, stating that ten residents have thanked him so far. 

 
Councillor John Moore asked if there was any update on the trees at Woodham 
Golf Club being cut back. The Town Clerk confirmed no update had been 
received. Councillor Martin Ashcroft asked that Councillors continue to pursue 
issues such as this as hopefully they would eventually be resolved. 

 
RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
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58. CEMETERIES REPORT 
 

Members considered an update report from the Grounds Maintenance Services 
Co-ordinator on items relating to the cemeteries for the six weeks ended the 16th 
November 2025. 

 

    RESOLVED – that it be recommended that the report be received. 
 

 
Chairman 
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